school news

excellence at every level

Did you know?

All St. Louis Park public
schools have earned the
National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence Award.

A full-day, fee-based
kindergarten option
complements traditional half-
day kindergarten at Aquila
and Peter Hobart schools.

Pending application approval,
the district will begin
implementing the Primary
Years International
Baccalaureate Program

at Aquila and Peter Hobart

in the fall of 2006.

Beginning fall 2007, all
primary centers will offer
world language instruction.

Elementary school choices
include Park Spanish
Immersion, serving children
in grades K-6.

Junior high students focus on
respect with the award-
winning Olweus Bullying
Prevention Program.

St. Louis Park High School,
ranked 305 on Newsweek's list
of the top 1000 public high
schools in America in 2005,
offers a unique curriculum

which includes a nationally-
recognized 9th grade
transition program and
driver’s education classes.

Exceptional opportunities
provide the highest

student achievement with

12 National Merit Scholars,
206 Advanced Placement
students, and 132
International Baccalaureate
(I.B.) students and 24

[.B. diploma recipients in the
class of 2005.

St. Louis Park was named
one of the nation’s 100 Best
Communities for Young
People last year by America’s
Promise—the Alliance for
Youth because of its
commitment to providing a
healthy, safe and caring
environment for youth.
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Highly Qualified
Teachers

Under the federal

No Child Left Behind Act,
teachers of core academic
subjects must meet
certain requirements to
demonstrate “highly
qualified” status. The vast
majority of our teachers
have already met the
criteria. The remaining staff
members are well on track
for completion of this
process by the June 2006
deadline.



strategies for success

St. Louis Park Public
Schools staff members are
participating in an ongoing
initiative to address equity in
our district programs. As a
partner with West Metro
Education Program, staff are
being trained over time by
Glenn Singleton, Executive
Director of Pacific Educational
Group (PEG).

Singleton and his associates
design and deliver individu-
alized, comprehensive support
for school districts in the form
of leadership training,
coaching and consulting.
Working at all levels from the
superintendent to beginning
teachers, PEG helps the
educators focus on heighten-
ing their awareness of
institutional racism and
developing effective strategies
for closing the achievement
gap in their schools. In 1995
Singleton developed “Beyond
Diversity,” a nationally
recognized seminar aimed at
helping administrators,
teachers, students and parents
identify, define and examine
the powerful intersection of
race and schooling.

The “Beyond Diversity”

state testing news

Minnesota continues to move
toward fulfilling the federal
mandate of No Child Left
Behind. The spring of 2006 will
be the first time Reading and
Math state tests will be given
in all grades 3 through 8, and
in grades 10 and 11. These
tests are known as the
Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessments, or MCAs.
Beginning this year, the
second generation of MCAs,
the MCA-IIs are being

introduced. MCA-IIs are
aligned with the new

curriculum standards

and they will provide

* information on
student growth

from one
Py grade level

to the next.

MCA test results are used to
compare school sites and
districts across the state and
to provide feedback on
curriculum and instruction

in the new standards-based
system. All students, including
students in special education
who are able to test and
students designated with
Limited English Proficiency
must take the MCAs
regardless of anticipated

test scores.

English Language Learner
students in grades 3-12 will
take the test of Emerging
Academic English (TEAE) in
Reading and Writing and the
Minnesota Student Oral
Language Observation Matrix
as an interim speaking and
listening assessment.

seminar has provided a
foundation for PEG-lead
principal leadership
development and teacher
action-research work. Today,
thousands of seminar
participants throughout the
country practice the
agreements and conditions

of “Courageous Conversa-
tions” as they strive to usher in
culturally proficient curriculum,
instruction and assessment.

The district has participated in
the Courageous Conversations
Workshop during this school
year. Twenty-two staff
members have been trained
so far. Another opportunity for
interested staff will be offered
this June.
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Beginning this year, the
graduating class of 2010 will
have to pass the GRAD portion
of the MCA Il instead of taking
the Basic Skills Tests. It is
necessary to pass the GRAD
component in Reading and
Mathematics, and also pass

a Writing test in order to
graduate from a public high
school in Minnesota.

The testing calendar for
MCA-IIs may be found on the
district website at
www.slpschools.org/
curriculum.html.






