Minutes of Fitchburg Pilots Association Meeting, November 8, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM by Charlie Valera, FPA President

A large group was on hand to witness the first order of business:

· Charley Valera introduced Steve Grota from the FAA, Windsor Lock FSDO.  Steve explained that Jim Adams was not available to be here tonight, and was upset to miss the occasion of the awarding of the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award to our own Vinnie Manduca.  This is the most prestigious award the FAA can bestow!
· This award is the result of 50 years of safe flying, and is available by nomination and three recommendations of fellow pilots.  After review the FAA determines if the nominee will receive the award.
· Vinnie Manduca first soloed in a Taylorcraft in 1947.  In his 50 year career, he has attained instrument and multi-engine ratings, and served as a charter and freelance pilot, as well as a flight instructor.  He has flown many types of aircraft, including a Beech 18 and a Twin Commander.
· Vinnie was presented with a plaque and lapel pin.  Mrs. Manduca also received a lapel pin.  His name will be entered in the Master Pilot Award Roll of Honor.
· Several FPA members and guests recounted stories of flying with Vinnie, and of his professional and gentlemanly regard for everyone.
· Vinnie was very touched with the award, and thanked everyone for coming to witness this rare event.  “Flying gives me youth” was has parting quote.

The Business meeting followed with several updates:

· As a result of a complaint by Peter Regis to the FCC regarding interference on UNICOM 122.70, the FCC referred the complaint to the FAA.  David Harris from Leominster responded, and through the use of ground and air detectors, located and shut down a pirate FM Radio station operating on 102.9 MHz.  This action was completed within one hour.
· The side of Autumn Air’s hanger was painted by Roger Nascimento; it looks great!
· Louise Anderson reported on new members, plus two visitors at the meeting.
· Dave Dion reported on a few outstanding Safety Committee issues. 
1. In an emergency when the gates will not open, call 911.  The Fire Department WILL GET IN.  In a non-emergency, the best option is to exit on foot and call a friend.
2. Some taxiway stripes have been painted by Terry, but the early snowstorm may prevent any further activity until spring.
3. There have been no updates from the Army Corps of Engineers regarding the anti-collision light on Mount Wachusett.
4. As noted earlier, the interference on 122.7 has been resolved.
5. There have been no reports of problems with the PCL on 123.00.
· Charley has tickets for the FPA Christmas Party for sale.  They’re going fast!  Contact Charley by email or at FCA.

Charley Valera introduced this evening’s special guest and speaker, Mr. Joe Poshefko.

· Joe Poshefko is one of the last 4 surviving members of the American Volunteer Group, better known as the Flying Tigers, under the command of legendary General Claire Chennault.  He is also the oldest living member at age 96.
· Born in Emmaus, PA in 1915, he had 5 brothers and 4 sisters.  His father was a steelworker and coal miner.  Above all, he and his siblings were pushed to get an education.
· He joined the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1937, and then the Army Air Force when he could not get into the Navy.
· In 1937, he was a member of the 33rd Pursuit Group, one of 4 such groups in the US.  Each group consisted of 12 Bombers and 300 Fighters.
· He flew the PV-2, P-36 and P-37 (early variants that would become the P-40 Warhawk).
· In order to join the AVG, he was honorably discharged as a “convenience of the government”, and became a civilian.  This allowed him fly in support of the Chinese Air Force, which was being trained by Gen. Chennault.
· Being “young and adventurous”, he traveled toward China via San Francisco, Hawaii, Singapore and Rangoon, Burma.  Most travel was via Dutch Freighter, requiring over 30 days.  The cost to transport each man was $600.
· In Singapore they had money, and spent a good deal of time “having fun” in the dance halls and with the rickshaw drivers!  Joe mentioned that the “Brits were glad to see us go!).
· In Burma, the boarded a train to the final destination of Toungoo Burma, where they were greeted by an old RAF airfield, straw mattresses, outside latrines, leeches, monkeys, no fresh water, and no beer!
· They created one runway in 125F heat (in the shade), and suffered dysentery.  Most meals included rice and curry with an occasional egg, washed down with lots of tea (the water was boiled).  Monsoon season was incredible; it was a new way of living for a Pennsylvania boy.
· They reassembled P-40’s and flew training missions.  Although there were 99 aircraft, a lack of spare parts made it difficult to keep more than 22 planes in the air at one time.
· For relaxation, they would go to the local theater and sit in the balcony, eating bananas.  This also gave them the opportunity to throw the peels on the Navy guys below.  There were also Catholic missionaries; the 17 priests cared for over 200 orphans.
· There were no Chinese workers at the airfield; it was all American, all volunteer.
· All supplies were flown in.
· Gen. Chennault built 3 squadrons.  His volunteers were loyal and dedicated.  No drugs-No drunks were allowed.  Considering the availability of free drugs, no one had a problem.  Training was conducted every day, and the Flying Tigers were successful because of training.
· After Pearl Harbor, the Flying Tigers fought hard to support the Chinese and keep the Burma Road open.  They strafed Japanese airfields and basically controlled the air over Burma.  By holding the Japanese in Burma, they prevented a Japanese push into India and Australia.
· In all, they destroyed 299 Japanese planes with another 153 “probable kills”, while only losing 16 American airmen.
· Joe lost two brothers in WWII, George on Guadalcanal and John in a B-17 over Germany.

Mr. Poshefko was both entertaining and humorous, while also offering insights into the difficult conditions and the personal challenges of war.  His patriotism was always displayed, explaining that he feels that America has not yet reached its potential.  Mr. Poshefko received warm applause for his stories and sharing these with the FPA.

Matt Scales returned to some business items:

· The Camera is operational in the terminal building.  Depending on user rights, you can either view or view and control the camera.  There is no recording function at this time.  The cost to date is $91.00, which will be paid by the FPA.
· If you want to access the Tower Cam:
· http://.towercam.fitchburgpilots.org
· Login:  fpa
· Password:  fpa
· You may be asked to install an add-on

FLASH NEWS:   Lisa Wong wins re-election as Mayor of Fitchburg.

Jim Bisson presented the Nominating Committees results:

· Matt Scales is nominated as President (for the rest of his natural life);
· Dave Babineau is nominated as Vice-President (a pox on you all);
· Russ Hume will retain the Treasurer position until March 2012, when he will be relieved by Louise Anderson (who says it may be more like April 2012);
· Dawn Marinelli is nominated as Secretary (pray for her).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jim Bisson moved to elect all nominees as officers, seconded by Charley Valera.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of attending members, new officers to assume office January 1, 2012 or as soon as possible thereafter.

Relieved sighs heard throughout the audience.  (Don’t forget committee assignments, heh, heh, heh!)

Matt Scales resumed:

· Due to Charley Valera’s need to relinquish control slowly, there will be a general meeting on Tuesday, December 12th, to broadly plan activities for 2012.  He will then pass the tiara to Matt.
· Matt proposed the formation of a Board of Directors.  The Board will help direct and advise the leadership via a monthly meeting one week in advance of the general meeting.  Mat proposes 7 members consisting of the current President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Safety Committee Chair, Scholarship Chair and two others to be appointed.  Ed Murphy made a motion to accept; seconded by Jim Bisson, and the motion carried on a hand vote.
· There are now 21 members of the IPad Users Group, and meetings will be posted on Meetup.
· Charley is still selling tickets to the Christmas Party.
· FCA will be holding an IFR ground school class, taught by our own Gary Rabidou.  The classes will begin on Monday, January 9, 2012, from 5:30PM – 8:30PM for 8 weeks.  The cost is $300 which includes some materials.
· In lieu of dropping Santa out of a helicopter (a la Rhinebeck Aerodrome), a motion was made to donate $500 to the D.S.S. for children’s Christmas presents.  This will assure that the funds are directed toward local children, something that could not be assured with Toys for Tots.
Russ Hume made a motion to make the donation, seconded by Ed Murphy, and the motion carried on a hand vote.
· Charley and Cheryl know the local D.S.S. contact and will make arrangements.  We may look into the positive public relations aspect of this donation, and may yet try to get Santa into Mr. Steve Brousseau’s helicopter (via his generous donation of the same) to make a presentation.
· There was a discussion of the possible PR and financial benefits to hosting a community recycling day at the airport.  No determination was made.

Our newest Airport Commissioner, Steve Brousseau, made the following report:

· Being on the commission is rewarding and involves quite a lot of work.  His main goals are to improve communication, remove mis-information, and push to get any available funds that will help improve Fitchburg Airport.
· He is meeting with Chris Willenborg from MassDOT on Wednesday, November 9th at 3:00PM, and will be pushing for 24 new hangar positions and funds for a new terminal building.  Recent emails indicate that KFIT should qualify for the largest terminal building available through the MassDOT program.
· Steve will report to the FPA membership monthly.

Charley Valera adjourned the meeting at 9:32PM

Respectfully Submitted,
David Babineau, Secretary Pro Tem, Sub Duress (!)
