How Religion Resists the
Challenge of Science

Qur evolved tendencies toward prestige bias, conformist bias, and punishing
behaviors explain how social norms are maintained in cultural selection.
They also explain why religious belief is immune to scientific criticism.

ILKKA PYYSIAINEN

uring the past few years we have witnessed a lively
D exchange of ideas between critics of religion and the-

ologians defending religion (e.g., Dawkins 2006;
Dennett 2006; McGrath 2007; Keller 2008). One line of
argument is that science and religion are two “nonoverlapping
magisteria,” and thus there is no conflict between science and
religion (Gould 1997). Science explains how the natural
reality works, whereas religion deals with meaning, purpose,
and value.

This argument comes in different forms. For example, it
is argued that religious language does not refer to any extra-
mental entities but rather gives symbolic form to our “feel-
ing states” (Munz 1959). Or, religion is a “form of life”
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