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―A troubled and afflicted mankind looks to us, pleading for us 

to keep our rendezvous with destiny; that we will uphold the 

principles of self-reliance, self-discipline, morality, and, above 

all, responsible liberty for every individual- that we will 

become that shining city on a hill.” 

 –President Ronald Reagan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny 

of the republican model of government, are justly considered 

deeply, perhaps as finally, staked on the experiment entrusted 

to the hands of the American people.‖ 

 –George Washington 

 

―Thus, for the American Conservative, there is no difficulty in 

identifying today‘s political challenge; it is to preserve and 

extend freedom‖ –Senator Barry Goldwater
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About the Republican 

Liberty Caucus 

The Republican Liberty Caucus (RLC) of Florida is a grassroots, 

nationwide organization affiliated with the Republican Party (GOP) 

and the national RLC that is committed to the continuation of the 

principles of our Founding Fathers. We support individual rights, 

limited Constitutional government, free enterprise and a strong state 

and national defense. We believe every human being is endowed by 

our Creator with inherent rights to life, liberty and property that are 
properly secured by law.  

We support the US Constitution as the supreme law of the land, the 

republican form of government it requires, and the right of all citizens 

to fair and equitable representation. We recognize the Constitution of 

the State of Florida as the supreme law of the Florida with exception 

of rights granted to the US Congress by the states in Article I, Section 

8 of the U.S. Constitution which places an absolute limit on all 

federal government functions and programs. 

 

We believe in the sovereignty of the State of Florida and strongly 

support a strict construction of the 10th Amendment to the US 

Constitution. We oppose the adoption of broad and vague powers 

under the guise of general welfare or interstate commerce.  

 

Thus unless specially allowed, the federal government has no 

authority over the will of the citizens of Florida as represented by the 

elected representatives in the Florida Legislature.  

We support a strict construction of the Bill of Rights and the 

Declaration of Rights of the Florida Constitution as a defense against 

tyranny; the expansion of man‘s rights to all voluntary consensual 

conduct under the U.S. Constitution‘s Ninth and Tenth Amendments; 

and the requirements of due process clause of the Fifth Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution and Article 1 Section 9 of the Florida 

Constitution.. 

We oppose all restrictions on the voluntary and honest exchange of 

value in a free market. We favor minimal, equitable, and fair taxation 

for the essential functions of government. We oppose all federal 

legislation that concedes U.S. Congressional power to any regulatory 

agency, executive department, or international body. 

The goals of the RLC are to educate individuals on the principles of 

liberty, freedom and limited government and to elect pro-liberty 

Republican individuals to office.  We believe these are also the 

proper positions of the Republican Party. If you share these 

principles, we ask that you join us today in the Cause of Liberty and 

become an RLC member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―WE the people of the United States, in order to form a more 

perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 

provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, 

and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 

posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 

United States of America‖ -U.S. Constitution 

 

 

―If you analyze it, I believe the very heart and 

soul of conservatism is libertarianism. The basis 

of conservatism is a desire for less government 

interference or less centralized authority or 

more individual freedom and this is a pretty 

general description also of what libertarianism is.‖ 

 -President Ronald Reagan 

 

 

 
―Educate and inform the whole mass of the 

people... They are the only sure reliance for the 

preservation of our liberty.‖  -Thomas 

Jefferson 

 

 

 

―Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. 

And moderation in the pursuit of justice is no 

virtue.‖  

–Senator Barry Goldwater
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Individual Rights 
 

 

A rule not of men, but a rule of objective laws 

The proper role of government is to protect men's right to life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness. This is the entire philosophic base of the founding of the 

United States of America. The first ten amendments, today known as the Bill of 

Rights, further limited the power of government. Following the example of the 

Bill of Rights limiting the U.S. Congress, the citizens of Florida adopted the 

current Article 1: Declaration of Rights of the Constitution of Florida further 

protecting its citizenry from abusive power. 

 

Neither the Bill of Rights nor the Declaration of Rights gave citizens ―rights.‖ 

Rights are inalienable – by man‘s mere existence these rights exist and they 

may not be morally infringed upon. Rights are not guarantees to things, but 

only guarantees to freedom of action (right to liberty) -and a guarantee to the 

results of those actions (right to property).  

 

On July 4, 1776, the Founding Fathers forged a moral and political revolution. 

They stated as self evident truth in the Declaration of Independence that ―men 

are endowed by their creator by certain inalienable rights.‖ In other words, God 

gave us our rights, and that among them are ―life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness.‖ And in the very next sentence, the Founders defined the proper role 

of government, when they stated that ―to secure these rights governments are 

instituted.‖ They declared for the first time in history that men do not exist to 

serve the government, but rather that the government exists to serve men -- that 

its proper role is to protect men's right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness. This is the entire philosophic base of the founding of the United 

States of America. 

The Bill of Rights should have been named the ―bill of limitations‖ on 

government. It sole purpose was to safeguard God given rights by limiting 

government power. Furthermore, the founders even insisted that government 

shall make no laws - ―Congress shall make no laws about speech, religion, 

press, assembly, the right to petition, the rights to bear arms, etc.‖  The Bill of 

Rights additionally secured a broad range of vital liberties including immunity 

from unreasonable searches and various jury trial privileges.  The amendments 
are aimed squarely at the federal government and not at the citizen.  

We oppose all restrictions on free and honest expression, most critically those 
that infringe on political discourse. 

We support the original intent of an individual right to keep and bear arms. 

 

We support the right of people to be secure in their persons and property and 

oppose any use of eminent domain except for essential government functions. 

We support initiatives in defense of medical, racial and banking privacy. 

 

We support equal protection and enforcement of the law, including legal 

accountability standards for all public employees and severe restrictions on the 

invocation of ―sovereign immunity‖ to protect illegal and unethical government 

conduct. 

 

We recognize the harm that drug abuse causes, but also that the ―drug war‖ has 

been ineffective and has led to terrible abuses of personal liberty. We favor 

flexible alternatives at the state and community level to combat the harmful 

aspects of drug use. 

 

We oppose ―litmus tests‖ for judicial nominees who are qualified and recognize 

that the sole function of the courts is to interpret the Florida and U.S. 

Constitution. We oppose judicial amendments or the crafting of new law by 

any court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“THE Conventions of a number of the States having at the 
time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a 
desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its 
powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses 
should be added: And as extending the ground of public 
confidence in the Government, will best insure the 
beneficent ends of its institution..” -Preamble to the Bill 
of Rights 
 

 

 

http://www.fotosearch.com/CSK143/ks4889/ 

 

―Here in America we are descended in blood and 

in spirit from 

revolutionists and 

rebels -- men and 

women who dare to 

dissent from 

accepted doctrine. 

As their heirs, we 

may never confuse 

honest dissent with disloyal subversion‖ .-

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 

―Government's first duty is to protect the people, 

not run their lives.‖ -President Ronald Reagan 

 

―I am absolutely opposed to a national ID card. 

This is a total contradiction of what a free society 

is all about. The purpose of government is to 

protect the secrecy and the privacy of all 

individuals, not the secrecy of government. We 

don't need a national ID card.‖  -Ron Paul 

 

 

 

―If freedom of speech is taken away, then dumb 

and silent we may be led, like sheep to the 

slaughter.‖ –George Washington 

 

―To live under the American Constitution is the 

greatest political privilege that was ever 

accorded to the human race.‖ –Calvin Coolidge 

  
 

 

 
―Those who would give up Essential Liberty to 

purchase a little Temporary Safety, deserve 

neither Liberty nor Safety‖ -Benjamin Franklin



 5 

 

Right to Bear Arms 
 

The RLC shares our Founders‘ belief that in a free society each citizen must 

have the right to keep and bear arms. For this purpose they ratified the Second 

Amendment to explicitly restrict Congress‘s ability to create any federal laws 

abridging that right to bear arms. Knowing that this right is the guardian of all 

liberties and our own personal sovereignty, the citizens of Florida adopted 

Article 1 Section 8: Right to Bear Arms of the Florida Constitution specifically 

prohibiting the legislature from infringing on the right of the ―people to keep 

and bear arms.‘ There is no doubt the Founders would be horrified by the 

proliferation of unconstitutional legislation that prevents law-abiding 
Americans from exercising this right today. 

The Right to Bear Arms is not about hunting deer, keeping a pistol in your 

nightstand, or protecting oneself against common criminals; it is about 

preventing tyranny.  The role of small arms in defending against aggression 

should not be overlooked. There were no federal gun laws at the end of the 19th 

Century during a time gun violence was rare. Now, after a hundred years of 

progressive government intervention and thousands of gun laws and 

regulations, we have more gun violence. By influence of the special interests, 

the Federal Government has set their sights on the Second Amendment with the 
purpose of eliminating the sole guardian of our liberties. 

The many Federal anti-gun laws written since 1934, along with the constant 

threat of outright registration and confiscation, have put the FBI and the BATF 

at odds with millions of law-abiding citizens who believe the Constitution is 

explicit in granting the right of gun ownership to all non-violent Americans. 

We, as a nation, have forgotten a basic precept of a free society - that all 

citizens must be responsible for their own acts. Gun control proponents like to 

characterize light weapons as ineffective in wartime, but history proves they are 

critical to the self-defense of nations. The Founders knew that unarmed citizens 

would never be able to overthrow a tyrannical government as they did. They 

envisioned government as a servant, not a master, of the American people. The 

muskets they used against the British Army were the assault rifles of the time.  

It is practical, rather than alarmist, to understand that unarmed citizens cannot 

be secure in their freedoms.  It‘s convenient for gun banners to dismiss this 

argument by saying ―That could never happen here, this is America‖ - but 

history shows that only vigilant people can keep government under control.  By 

banning certain weapons today, we may plant the seeds for tyranny to flourish 

ten, thirty, or fifty years from now. Tortured interpretations of the Second 

Amendment cannot change the fact that both the wording of the amendment 

itself and the legislative history conclusively show that the Founders intended 

ordinary citizens to be armed.  The notion that the Second Amendment confers 

rights only upon organized state-run militias is preposterous; the amendment is 

meaningless unless it protects the gun rights of individuals. 

Thomas Jefferson said "The constitutions of most of our States assert that all 

power is inherent in the people; ...that it is their right and duty to be at all times 

armed." Jefferson, and all of the Founders, would be horrified by the 

proliferation of unconstitutional legislation that prevents law-abiding 

Americans from exercising their right and duty to keep and bear arms. We at 

the RLC are committed to upholding the Founders' vision for a free society by 

co-sponsoring the Second Amendment Restoration Act.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―[T]he Constitution does not say Government 

shall decree the right to keep and bear arms. The 

Constitution says 'The right of the people to keep 

and bear arms shall not be infringed...‖. 

 

―When dictators come to power, the first thing 

they do is take away the people's weapons. It 

makes it so much easier for the secret police to 

operate; it makes it so much easier to force the 

will of the ruler upon the ruled.‖ 

 -Ronald Reagan 
 

 

"The right of the people to keep and bear ... arms 

shall not be infringed.‖  -James Madison 

 

 

―Firearms stand next in importance to the 

Constitution itself. They are the American 

people's liberty teeth and keystone under 

independence.‖ –George Washington 

 

 

―For a people who are free, and who mean to 

remain so, a well organized and armed militia is 

their best security‖ - Thomas Jefferson 
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Property Rights 
 
Property rights are an inviolate part of a free society. America‘s Founding 

Fathers understood the importance of private property rights to individuals and 

society. Our nation was founded upon the principle that every individual is in 

charge of his own life and the fruits of his labor; the government exists simply 

to ensure the protection of one‘s rights. Specifically, their right to own property 

and the ability to rest secure in the knowledge that the fruits of their hard work 

will not be taken away.  

 

Unfortunately, modern political leaders have come to ignore the lessons the 

Founders taught. From the halls of Congress to City hall, government at every 

level infringes on private property rights with regulations that take away the 

value of land or seize homes or businesses outright to transfer them to people 

the bureaucrats believe are better suited to use them. 

 

As a result, property is thus enjoyed or used at the pleasure of the government, 

which grants or withholds permission to use it - or revokes ownership entirely 

thorough eminent domain - depending on the political whims of those granting 

use. 

 

Man has to work and produce in order to support his life. He has to support his 

life by his own effort and by the guidance of his own mind. If he cannot 

dispose of the product of his effort, he cannot dispose of his effort; if he cannot 

dispose of his effort, he cannot dispose of his life. Without property rights, no 

other rights can be practiced. 

 

The RLC is against any form of government regulation that restricts the usage 

of one‘s private property. As the law stands today, an owner is generally 

presumed not to have the right to use his land; he must ask for permission from 

a government agency. Permits can be denied for practically any reason and 

delayed for virtually any length of time, and all property is owned subject to 

virtually unpredictable revocation by state authorities. The RLC recognizes that 

in the use of private property, no owner has the right to violate the property 

rights of another through the damaging use of their property such as polluting 

the air, soil or ground water below or adjacent. However, a property owner 

does have the right to do with his property whatever he pleases so long as he 

respects the rights of others to enjoy their property. The RLC is in favor of the 

elimination of the following agencies or acts that attempt to over ride the will 

of the people of Florida: 

 

 The Clean Air Act 

 The Clean Water Act 

 U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (regulation of private property) 

 Endangered Species Act 

 

Additionally, the RLC is against any form of public taking or eminent domain 

where the private property of an individual is taken to be given to another 

individual or for any other use than a government use; a use whereby the 

government maintains ownership and the use of the taken property is available 

for the public at large and the owner whose property was taken received fair 

and just compensation. A government action or decree that takes away the 

property of some simply to benefit others is essentially the same as robbery. 

Since people have no right to steal things from one another in a state of nature, 

they also may not ask the government to steal on their behalf. 

  

The RLC is committed to preventing future injustices and to securing our 

nation‘s prosperity and protecting the homes and dreams of Americans.  

 

 

 

―The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance 

to all the forces of the Crown. It may be frail, its 

roof may shake; the wind may blow through it; 

the storm may enter, the rain may enter -- but the 

King of England cannot enter; all his force dares 

not cross the threshold of the ruined tenement!‖- 

-William Pitt – British Statesman 1708-1778  

―Property is surely a right of mankind as real as 

liberty.‖  -John Adams 

―Among the natural rights of the colonists are 

these: First a right to life, secondly to liberty, and 

thirdly to property; together with the right to 

defend them in the best manner they can‖- 

Samuel Adams 

―Every man has a property in his own person. 

This nobody has a right to, but himself.‖ -John 

Locke 

Ultimately property rights and personal rights 

are the same thing. –Calvin Coolidge 
 
One of the foremost precepts of the natural law is 

man‘s right to the possession and the use of his 

property…This attack on property rights is 

actually an attack on freedom.  It is another 

instance of the modern failure to take into 

account the whole man. Property and freedom 

are inseparable: to the extent government takes 

the one in the form of taxes, it intrudes on the 

other.  –Senator Barry Goldwater 

 

 

 

 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/among_the_natural_rights_of_the_colonists_are/196107.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/among_the_natural_rights_of_the_colonists_are/196107.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/among_the_natural_rights_of_the_colonists_are/196107.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/among_the_natural_rights_of_the_colonists_are/196107.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/every_man_has_a_property_in_his_own_person-this/334485.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/every_man_has_a_property_in_his_own_person-this/334485.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/every_man_has_a_property_in_his_own_person-this/334485.html
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Right to Life 
 

The right of an innocent, unborn child to life is at the heart of the American 

ideals of liberty. Every individual has inalienable rights, among which are the 

rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Neither the State, nor any 

other person, can violate those rights without committing an injustice.  

The right of an innocent, unborn child to life is at the heart of the American 

ideals of liberty. We must promote a consistent vision of liberty because 

freedom is whole and cannot be alienated, although it can be abridged by the 

unjust action of the State or those who are powerful enough to obtain their own 

demands. To deny any part of liberty, or to deny liberty to any particular class 

of individuals, diminishes the freedom of all.  

And in legally allowing the taking the life of the unborn, the statists have found 

a most effective method of obliterating freedom: obliterating the individual. 

This represents the ultimate state tyranny; the state simply declares that certain 

classes of human beings are not persons and, therefore, not entitled to the 

protection of the law. The state protects the "right" of some people to kill 

others, just as the courts protected the "property rights" of slave masters in their 

slaves. Moreover, by this method the State achieves a goal common to all 

totalitarian regimes: it sets us against each other, so that our energies are spent 

in the struggle between state-created classes, rather than in freeing all 

individuals from the state. 

Protection of life and liberty from government interference is the proper 

jurisdiction of the federal government. Protection of life and liberty from 

individuals is not an allowable power or function of the federal government and 

is thus reserved for the states. Just as the punishment for one individual taking 

the life of another is the jurisdiction of each sovereign state in which the crime 

occurs, so is the protection of the life of the unborn the jurisdiction of each of 

the sovereign states of the Republic.  

 

We oppose any allocation of government funds or resources to facilitate the 

termination of life of the unborn, advocate in public discussion, or that 

jeopardizes the right of any woman to defend her own life and health. 

 

We support a resolution of this issue whereby by the US Congress acting under 

authority of Article III, Section 2, of the US Constitution relieves the federal 

courts and the US Supreme Court of Jurisdiction in this matter and to returns 

Jurisdiction back to the individual sovereign states as required by the 10th 

Amendment to the US Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
―We have the duty to protect the life of an unborn 

child.‖ 

-President Ronald Reagan 

http://216.93.167.235/quotation/we_have_the_duty_to_protect_the_life_of_an_unborn/337298.html
http://216.93.167.235/quotation/we_have_the_duty_to_protect_the_life_of_an_unborn/337298.html
http://216.93.167.235/quotation/we_have_the_duty_to_protect_the_life_of_an_unborn/337298.html
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Limited Constitutional 

Government and State 

Sovereignty 
 

 
At the RLC we believe in limited Constitutional federal government and in the 

sovereignty of the State of Florida. The U.S. Constitution was written to govern 

the federal government; not the people and not the states. The federal 

government was granted in the U.S. Constitution specific limited powers. 

According to the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, any authority not 

specifically given to the federal government under Article I, Section 8 is 

reserved to the states or to the people. In essence, government was meant to 

leave people and the states alone. 

 

Under our republican model, the Founders intended that each state would be a 

jealous guardian of its own sovereignty. Each state would establish its own 

constitution and would compete with one another to be the best state; the state 

with the least amount of taxation, regulation and control. This spirit of 

competition would create excellence within the republic and lead to Florida 

being a highly sought place to reside.  

 

Today the federal government seeks to control over aspect of the citizens of 

each state. If the steady growth of the federal police power continues, the 

American Republic cannot survive and the sovereignty of the State of Florida 

will be lost forever. There now exist an unlimited use of federal regulatory and 

legislative power to deal with perceived problems within the State of Florida, 

including federally imposed unfunded mandatory regulations, that if continued 

can force the state and local municipalities into bankruptcy. Additionally, the 

citizens of Florida are witnessing a national police overseeing federal laws that 

were originally reserved to the Florida Legislature and state and local police. 

 

There are now over 3,000 federal laws and 10,000 regulations with hundreds of 

thousands of federal bureaucrats diligently enforcing them, with over 80,000 of 

them carrying guns. Currently there exist a national police state launching the 

war on drugs, war on terror, worker safety, environmental concerns, gun 

control, welfarism, banking regulations, government insurance, health 

programs, insurance against economic and natural disasters, and regulation of 

fish and wildlife land use. Truly, we now have an armed national police state.    

 

The law enforcement of Florida does not the federal government instructing on 

how to enforce our own laws. The people of Florida and our legislatures are 

perfectly capable of creating and enforcing laws regarding criminal behavior, 

especially the use of drugs and alcohol. If a constitutional republic is desired 

and individual liberty is cherished, this concentration of power cannot be 

tolerated. It is a fundamental American principle safeguarding individual rights 

that law enforcement accountability should be handled by those closest to 

home. The citizens of Florida have virtually no political recourse against 

federal infringement of their liberty. 

 

Sharing in the Founders beliefs and following the U.S. Constitution, we oppose 

any federal regulation over our state education systems, over the agriculture, 

land use, business and industries within the State of Florida and specifically 

any federal regulation of the private lives of the sovereign citizens of 

Floridians. The Constitution gave the Federal Government the right to govern 

commerce between the states (interstate commerce) but they have no authority 

to govern commerce within the state (intrastate commerce). Additionally, just 

as Washington should not dictate legislation and taxation to Tallahassee, 

Tallahassee must respect the sovereignty of the municipal bodies within the 

state on issues such as local taxation, land use and education. 

 

 

 

 

 

―I'm convinced that today the majority of 

Americans want what those first Americans 

wanted: A better life for themselves and their 

children; a minimum of government authority. 

Very simply, they want to be left alone in peace 

and safety to take care of the family by earning an 

honest dollar and putting away some savings. 

This may not sound too exciting, but there is 

something magnificent about it. On the farm, on 

the street corner, in the factory and in the kitchen, 

millions of us ask nothing more, but certainly 

nothing less than to live our own lives according 

to our values — at peace with ourselves, our 

neighbors and the world.‖ 

-President Ronald Reagan 

 

 

 

 ―I have little interest in 

streamlining government or in 

making it more efficient, for I 

mean to reduce its size. I do not 

undertake to promote welfare, for 

I propose to extend freedom. My 

aim is not to pass laws, but to repeal them. It is 

not to inaugurate new programs, but to cancel old 

ones that do violence to the Constitution ... or 

have failed their purpose ... or that impose on the 

people an unwarranted financial burden. I will 

not attempt to discover whether legislation is 

'needed' before I have first determined whether it 

is constitutionally permissible. And if I should be 

attacked for neglecting my constituents' 

'interests,' I shall reply that I was informed that 

their main interest is liberty, and in that cause I 

am doing the very best I can.‖ 

–Senator Barry Goldwater from 

  Conscience of the Conservative 

 

 

 

―With respect to the words general welfare, the 

Government is no longer a limited one, 

possessing enumerated powers , but an infinite 

one, subject to particular exceptions.‖ -James 

Madison 

 

―Each State, in ratifying the Constitution, is 

considered as a sovereign body, independent of 

all others, and only to be bound by its own 

voluntary act. In this relation, then, the new 

Constitution will, if established, be a FEDERAL, 

and not a NATIONAL constitution.‖ -James 

Madison 
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Welfare and Entitlements 
 

The well-being of Americans and corporations results directly from the 

economic efforts of free men and women. The Founders did not create the 

federal government to do things for people, corporations or for states; to take 

from some to give to others. Every individual has the right to the fruits of their 

own labor and the responsibility to support themselves and their families.  

Under the US Constitution, the federal government cannot legitimately 

redistribute the wealth and assume power over people‘s lives and dominate 

mans existence with oppressive taxation, regulations and government controls.  

 

The advent and growth of the welfare state, with its attendant heavy taxation 

and pervasive controls, has greatly impaired the country's economic growth. In 

the market, it has created unfair advantage for corporations receiving corporate 

welfare and in the community it deprives the citizens of money that could be 

voluntarily given to charities, churches and civic groups that assist those in 

need. By perpetuating a reliance on government handouts, the government has 

undermined the historical role of the free market and of charitable 

organizations within the community. Rather than having accountability to the 

group providing assistance, the government often penalized those whose 

economic condition begins to improve. 

 

If, by welfare, men are entitled by ―right‖ to the products of the work of others, 

it means that those others are deprived of rights and condemned to slave labor. 

There can never be a ―right‖ to enslave another. Any alleged ―right‖ of one 

man that necessitates the violation of the rights of another is not a right.   There 

is no such thing as a ―right to a job‖ – there is only the right to free trade; a 

man‘s right to take a job if another man chooses to hire him. There is no ―right 

to a home,‖ only the right to free trade; the right to build a home or to buy it. 

There are no rights to a ―fair‖ wage or a ―fair‖ price if no one chooses to pay it, 

to hire a man or to buy his products. There are no rights of consumers to milk, 

shoes, movies, healthcare or champagne if no producers choose to manufacture 

or provide these items or services. There are no ―rights‖ of special interest 

groups; no ―rights‖ of farmers, workers, businessmen, employees and 

employers, old or young. There are only individual rights of men – rights 

possessed by every individual man and by men as individuals. 

Additionally, the RLC is against any form of ―entitlement‖ legislation on the 

federal, state or local level that attempts to divide us as Americans on the basis 

of race, class, religion, and gender. Entitlements based upon these superficial 

characteristics are simply an ugly form of collectivism, the mindset that views 
humans strictly as members of groups rather than as individuals.  

Through its taxes, restrictive regulations, corporate subsidies, racial set-asides, 

and welfare programs, government plays far too large a role in determining 

who succeeds and who fails. This leads to resentment and hostility among us. 

Racism will endure until we stop thinking in terms of groups and begin 

thinking in terms of individual liberty. In a free society, every citizen gains a 

sense of himself as an individual, rather than developing a group or victim 

mentality. This leads to a sense of individual responsibility and personal pride, 

making skin color irrelevant.  

Charity and assistance should be returned back to the state and local level; back 

to the individual, family and community efforts to relieve the burdens of those 

who have suffered misfortune and innocent injury. Then there can be 

accountability and voluntary social assistance. Not an immoral taking by the 

government coupled with a socialistic redistribution that rewards one for not 

improving and penalizes an individual for attempting to improve and get out of 

the welfare system. 

 

The only true charity is found in the voluntary efforts of every compassionate 

person, independent of any government entitlements, dictates, or programs. We 

support a responsible transition to private financial alternatives, rather than 

maintenance or expansion of mandatory government retirement, disability, and 

health programs.  

 

―The only method by 

which people can be 

supported is out of the 

effort of those who are 

earning their own way. We 

must not create a deterrent 

to hard work.‖  

–―Mr. Republican‖ 

Robert A. Taft 

 

―Our federal government, which was intended to 

operate as a very limited constitutional republic, 

has instead become a virtually socialist leviathan 

that redistributes trillions of dollars. We can 

hardly be surprised when countless special 

interests fight for the money. The only true 

solution to the campaign money problem is a 

return to a proper constitutional government that 

does not control the economy. Big government 

and big campaign money go hand-in-hand.‖ 

 – Congressman Ron Paul 
 

 

―The welfare state is nothing more than a 

mechanism by which governments confiscate the 

wealth of the productive members of a society to 

support a wide variety of welfare schemes.  A 

substantial part of the confiscation is effected by 

taxation.” –Alan Greenspan 

 

 

 



 10 

Healthcare 

The RLC supports free market health care alternatives. We believe that 

hospitals, physicians, nurses, pharmaceutical companies and other medical 

professionals can provide high-quality, reasonably-priced health care without 
government intervention.  

After years of failed policy and government intervention in health care, it is 

evident that the real solution relies on competition in the open marketplace not 
in socialized healthcare schemes that promise something impossible. 

For decades, the U.S. healthcare system was the envy of the entire world. Not 

coincidentally, there was far less government involvement in medicine during 

this time. America had the finest doctors and hospitals, patients enjoyed high-

quality, affordable medical care, and thousands of private charities provided 

health services for the poor. Doctors focused on treating patients, without the 

red tape and threat of lawsuits that plague the profession today. Most 

Americans paid cash for basic services, and had insurance only for major 

illnesses and accidents. This meant both doctors and patients had an incentive 

to keep costs down, as the patient was directly responsible for payment rather 
than Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) or government program.  

Since we changed our ERISA law and our tax laws, the medical industry is no 

longer run by the physicians and medical professionals, but by large 

government regulated HMOs. Few people realize HMOs are government-

created and taxpayer-subsidized entities that pay physicians and hospitals 

predetermined, per-capita fees, regardless of what medical services are actually 
provided.  

Congress forced HMOs on us in the early 1970‘s and rose to prominence 

through federal legislation, incentives, and coercion. To compound problems 

the government encourages the proliferation of HMOs through grants and loans 

given to them; Medicare and Medicaid contracts with them; and unlike HMOs, 

independent physicians are prevented, by antitrust law, from joining together to 

bargain with employers for health-care contracts. 

In a free market, HMOs could never become a significant factor in the 

economy. Few would pay for an insurance policy that, in a medical catastrophe, 

arbitrarily capitates payments to physicians for life-saving services. The 

purpose of health insurance is to protect against unforeseen medical disasters 

requiring expensive treatment. HMO's achieve the opposite--they make the 

patient uncertain of what vital procedures may be denied him as a result of 

Washington's desire to ration medicine. It is government intervention that fuels 
HMOs. 

The doctors, nurses and medical professionals are unhappy. Prices to the 

consumer are increasing and the quality of care is deteriorating. Doctors are 

working longer and harder and making less money. The drug companies and 

the HMOs lobby in Washington to control the industry supporting socialized 
medical programs. Socialized medicine in any form is not the answer.  

If the problem in the medical industry is government intervention, more of 

what is causing the problem is not going to solve the problem. There is only 

one way to bring the benefits of the free market into health care: end 

government intervention. and create more competition. The lesson is clear; 

when government and other third parties get involved, health care costs spiral. 

This solution would increase entry into the healthcare industries, increase the 

supply of doctors, and encourage everyone – doctors, hospitals, patients, and 

drug companies – to keep costs down and increase the availability of these 
goods and services for everyone.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

―It‘s time to rethink the whole system of HMOs 

and managed care. This entire unnecessary level 

of corporatism rakes off profits and worsens the 

quality of care. But HMOs did not arise in the 

free market; they are creatures of government 

interference in health care dating to the 1970s. 

These non-market institutions have gained control 

over medical care through collusion between 

organized medicine, politicians, and drug 

companies, in an effort to move America toward 

‗free‘ universal health care.‖  

– Congressman Ron Paul, MD 
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Free Enterprise 
 

The cornerstone of a truly free enterprise economy is the absence of 

government regulation and interference in economic matters. We 

believe that free enterprise enables individuals and businesses to create, 

produce, transform, develop, innovate and compete in the marketplace.  

As enterprising Americans are able and willing, they produce goods and 

services for profit, offer their labor for wages and own the resources needed to 

produce and sell goods and services. In this system, no one forces people to be 

creative, productive or enterprising. Instead, they pursue what they believe to 

be best for them. By producing the goods and services that society values most 

highly, a free enterprise system results in the greatest efficiency, or lowest 

costs, of any economic system. It is the system most compatible with individual 
freedom and political democracy. 

A hundred years ago, it was generally conceded that one extremely important 

government function was to enforce contracts made voluntarily in the 

marketplace. Today, government notoriously interferes with almost every 

voluntary economic transaction. 

 

Consumerism, labor law, wage standards, hiring and firing regulations, political 

correctness, affirmative action, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the tax 

code, and others all place a burden on the two parties struggling to transact 

business. The EPA, OSHA, and government generated litigation also interfere 

with voluntary contracts. At times it seems a miracle that our society adapts and 

continues to perform reasonably well in spite of the many bureaucratic dictates. 

 

The idea that average people can and should take care of themselves by making 

their own decisions, and that they don't need Big Brother to protect them in 

everything they do, is contrary to the Federal Government statist thinking. The 

bureaucratic mindset is convinced that without the politicians' efforts, no one 

would be protected from anything, rejecting the idea of a free market economy 

out of ignorance or arrogance. 

Free markets are an extension of personal freedom. The premise of a market 

system is that people benefit from their own purposeful actions. A free 

enterprise system promotes the freedom of individuals, whether they are part of 
the majority or a minority.  

We believe that a free market system will work to eliminate all businesses that 

express prejudice and discriminate in their decisions as they will face higher 

costs than firms that do not discriminate. This is because the discriminating 

firm will have a smaller pool of workers and other resources to choose from. 

Such unprofitable attitudes will put them at a competitive disadvantage, and the 

market will tend to drive them out. Although it is true that prejudicial attitudes 

still persist in a free enterprise society, it is also true that a free enterprise 
system does a better job than any other to make such attitudes unprofitable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―We who live in free market societies believe that 

growth, prosperity and ultimately human 

fulfillment, are created from the bottom up, not 

the government down. Only when the human 

spirit is allowed to invent and create, only when 

individuals are given a personal stake in deciding 

economic policies and benefitting from their 

success -- only then can societies remain 

economically alive, dynamic, progressive, and 

free. Trust the people. This is the one irrefutable 

lesson of the entire postwar period contradicting 

the notion that rigid government controls are 

essential to economic development.‖ 

 

-President Ronald Reagan 

 

After all, the chief business of the American 

people is business. They are profoundly 

concerned with producing, buying, selling, 

investing and prospering in the world.  
-President Calvin Coolidge 
 

  
 

 

 
Every man, as long as he does not violate the 

laws of justice, is left perfectly free to pursue his 

own interest his own way, and to bring both his 

industry and capital into competition with those 

of any other man or order of men. –Adam Smith 
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Fiscal Responsibility and 

Sound Money 
 

Every day the wealth of Floridians is being taken by the unbridled printing of 

Dollars in circulation. This rampant devaluation hurts Florida‘s retirees and 

those on fixed income most of all. At the RLC we promote the return to the 

elimination of federal government debt, balanced budgets and sound money 

backed by gold or silver as required by the U.S. Constitution. Whereby, the 

monetary system in America would return to a period of stability and end the 

inflationary practices of the Federal Reserve Bank the ‗Fed‖.   

The Fed, our central bank, fosters runaway debt by increasing the money 

supply - making each dollar in your pocket worth less.‖ Few realize that the 

Fed is no more ―Federal‖ Than Federal Express. The Fed is a private bank 

cartel run by unelected officials who are not required to be open or accountable 

to ―we the people‖ or even members of Congress.  

When the federal government finds that it cannot afford its out-of-control 

spending, and is unwilling to directly tax the public, it resorts to borrowing 

money from the Fed. The Fed simply creates new money out of cotton paper 

and green ink, utilizing the printing presses of the US Treasury. The Fed then 

loans the money to the federal government and the American taxpayers pay 

interest to the Fed for borrowing these newly printed notes. A significant 

portion of all taxes collected provides no benefit to the American citizen and 
does nothing more than pay interest on this debt. 

This broken system greatly benefits the politicians and special interests — they 

are able to finance the massive welfare-warfare state. Basic economics tells us 

that the more there is of a good, the less valuable it becomes. This is also true 

of money. The dollar is worth four cents of what it 

was when the Federal Reserve was created in 1913. 

Day by day, every dollar Floridians have is being 

devalued. You pay an inflation tax without even 

realizing it because you are forced by a falling dollar 
to pay more for goods and services.  

Because the public is forced to accept the rampantly printed bills, the Fed 

essentially gets away with legally counterfeiting. The disastrous fiscal policies 

of our own government, marked by shameless deficit spending and Fed 

currency devaluation, are some of the greatest threats facing our nation today. It 

is this one-two punch - Congress spending more than it can tax or borrow, and 

the Fed printing money to make up the difference - that threatens to impoverish 

us by further destroying the value of our dollars and saddling Americans with 

unbearable debt.  

Worse, our economy and our very independence as a nation is increasingly in 

the hands of foreign governments such as China and Saudi Arabia, because of 

the enormous debt we owe their central banks. The value of the US Dollar is 

now at the mercy of foreign governments that are not exactly friendly to 

America. We cannot continue to allow private banks, wasteful agencies, 

lobbyists, corporations on welfare, and governments collecting foreign aid to 

dictate the size of our ballooning budget. We need a new method to prioritize 
our spending. It‘s called the Constitution of the United States.  

At the RLC we favor the return of asset backed currency by the federal 

government and the removal of authority to print money by the Federal Reserve 

Bank. We support the creation of Florida competing currency that is backed by 

hard assets such as gold or silver as authorized by Article I, section 10 of the 

US Constitution. Whereby, the monetary system in America would return to a 

period of stability and end the inflationary practices of the Federal Reserve 

Bank.   

"...cherish public credit. One method of 

preserving it is to use it as sparingly as 

possible...avoiding likewise the accumulation of 

debt....it is essential that you...bear in mind, that 

towards the payments of debts there must be 

Revenue, that to have Revenue there must be 

taxes; that no taxes can be devised, which are 

not...inconvenient and unpleasant..." 

-President George Washington 

 Farewell Address 

 

―Most Americans have no real understanding of 

the operation of the international money lenders. 

The accounts of the Federal Reserve System have 

never been audited. It operates outside of the 

control of Congress and manipulates the credit of 

the United States.‖   –Barry Goldwater 

 

―Any great nation that goes off the gold standard 

ends being a great nation.‖ 

 

 ―Inflation is as violent as a mugger, as 

frightening as an armed robber and as deadly as 

a hit man.‖  -President Ronald Reagan  

 

"If the American people ever allow 

private banks to control the 

issuance of their currency, first by 

inflation and then by deflation, the 

banks and corporations that will 

grow up around them will deprive 

the people of all their property 

until their children will wake up 

homeless on the continent their fathers 

conquered."  -Thomas Jefferson 

-President Ronald Reagan 

 

―In the absence of the gold standard, there is no 

way to protect savings from confiscation through 

inflation.‖   

 

―Deficit spending is simply a scheme for the 

confiscation of wealth. Gold stands in the way of 

this insidious process. It stands as a protector of 

property rights. If one grasps this, one has no 

difficulty in understanding the statists' 

antagonism toward the gold standard.‖  

–Alan Greenspan 
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Low Taxes 

 
Today, Floridians and  Florida corporations are being choked by the chords of 

excessive taxation and regulation to support excessive government spending. 

The current issue of taxation at the federal, state and local level is a two 

pronged problem facing Floridians. The first problem that drives the second is 

the amount government is currently spending. The second problem is the 

manner which taxes are collected. Today many are attempting to address the 

manner taxes are collected in the name of ―tax reform‖ without first addressing 

the driving problem of government spending. Simply put, if the government 

takes from your left pocket instead of your right pocket without changing how 

much they are taking from your pockets, it really doesn‘t matter. Real 

conservatives have always supported low spending and low taxes  

 

In order to properly fund the necessary functions of government spelled out on 

the U.S. and Florida constitutions we propose significant cuts in federal, state 

and local spending. We also propose the phase-out of highly inefficient federal 

government programs especially those that are duplicated at the state level 

and/or not allowed under the US Constitution. Thus, the first goal to reduce 

taxes is to reducing the size of the federal and state budgets back to 1990 levels 

of spending; 

 

We support a complete transition and overhaul of federal and state taxation 

policy and propose a national debate of alternatives to current income and 

withholding procedures. A fundamental principle in a free society is that no 

individual should ever lose their property for failure to act or pay a tax. All 

taxes should be avoidable and connected to specific use or consumption. 

Taxation on income amounts to an immoral taking of property. 

 

The expanded federal social, welfare and entitlement programs are un-

American. They represent the gradual creep of a socialist redistribution of 

wealth mentality that is slowly undermining the fabric of the American dream. 

 

We propose focusing on a single flat income tax, replacement with a national 

sales tax, or other methods of funding federal government operations. Likewise 

we propose a state and local debate regarding the collection of personal 

property taxes. Proper government operations require simple, fair, equitable 

and minimal tax policies and procedures. At the state level we propose that all 

taxes are to be generated from either sales taxes or user fees.  

 

Specific constitutional taxes and fees to be collected for funding the 

government are as follows: 

 

1. Import Taxes – equal on everything imported  

2. Export Tax – equal on everything exported  

3. Duties- Taxes on specific items such as cigarettes, alcohol, etc. 

4. Corporate taxes – Apportioned tax on  profits not revenue 

5. User fees- Toll roads, license fees, parking meters, court filing fee, 

etc. 

6. Sales tax – including gas tax, etc. 

  

 

We favor the prompt and permanent repeal of all capital gains and inheritance 

taxes, as well as the special privileges and deductions in the current code. 

 

We support an amendment to the Constitution requiring a true balanced budget, 

a super-majority vote on all tax increases, zero-based budgeting and public 

efficiency audits for all legitimate government operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Have we the courage and the will to face up 
to the immorality and discrimination of the 
progressive tax, and demand a return to 
traditional proportionate taxation? ... 
Freedom has never been so fragile, so close 
to slipping from our grasp.‖ 

 

-President Ronald Reagan 
 

 

 

―Deficits mean future tax increases, pure and 

simple. Deficit spending should be viewed as a 

tax on future generations, and politicians who 

create deficits should be exposed as tax hikers.‖  

-Ron Paul 

 

 ―I want the people of America to be 

able to work less for the government 

and more for themselves. 

I want them to have the rewards of 

their own industry – this is the chief 

meaning of freedom. 

Until we can establish a condition under which 

the earnings of the people can be kept by the 

people, we are bound to suffer a very severe and 

distinct curtailment of our liberty.‖ 

 

―Taxes take from everyone a part of his earnings 

and force everyone to work for a certain part of 

his time for the government.‖ - Calvin Coolidge  

 

 

―[A] man‘s earnings are his property as much as 

his land and the house in which he lives… How 

can a man be truly free if he is denied the means 

to exercise freedom?  How can he be free if the 

fruits of his labor are not his to dispose of, but 

are treated, instead, as part of a common pool of 

public wealth?‖ – Senator Barry Goldwater 



 14 

 

Strong National Defense 
 

 
The most vital function of the government is 

to protect and defend its citizens from threats 

posed by foreign governments and aggressive 

groups. We support a modern and efficient 

military, foreign military action only upon a 

Declaration of War by US Congress except in 

cases of an imminent attack and the issuance 

of Letters of Marque and reprisal against 

rogue terrorist elements. We favor a clear 

strategy for entrance into and conclusion of 

any foreign engagement and a definable goal 

that constitutes victory. 

 

 The defense of the nation against foreign 

military aggression is a proper constitutional power and responsibility of the 

federal government. To provide for the common defense, congress it is 

authorized to raise and support armies, declare war, enter into treaties and grant 

Letters of Marque and Reprisal. Except in the face of an immediate and direct 

attack on the United States, it is the constitutional responsibility of Congress to 

declare war before commencing major military operations and the President is 

to direct the war once it is declared.  This rule was scrupulously followed 

throughout American history until 1950 and the Korean War. Short of a full- 

fledged declaration of war, in lesser conflicts congress authorized hostilities by 

legislation. Any exception to this general rule involved military activities so 

minor and on such small scale as hardly to be worth mentioning. 

 

Additionally, few realize that the U.S. constitution anticipated attacks against 

America by rogue groups that do not represent sovereign nations. In fact the 

founding fathers had experienced attacks in the high seas by pirates and other 

criminal elements. Unable to ―declare war‖ against individuals or groups, the 

U.S. Constitution granted Congress authority under Article I, Section 8, 

paragraph 11 of the U.S. Constitution to "grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, 

and make rules concerning captures on land and water." These Letters issued 

by congress would grant Americans and foreigners under U.S. and international 

law authority to legally seek, target and seize those who have harmed America 

and to receive a bounty for their capture.   

 

The Letters combined with high rewards for the capture of terrorists would 

create an incentive for Americans to conduct these operations. It would 

supplement U.S. government activity such as seeking out and eliminating the 

financial networks that terrorists use.  

 

The RLC supports the maintenance of the means to ward off and defeat any 

possible foreign threat to the lives, liberty, and peaceful stability of every 

person within the borders of this nation. We favor an all voluntary military 

primarily comprised of ready state national guard and reserve troops 

supplemented by U.S. army, navy and air force powers, as well as space 

communication and anti-ballistic missile capabilities, suitable to detect and 

decisively counter any strategic danger. An essential component of national 

defense is a complete respect for the individual right to keep and bear arms as 

the ultimate reserve for repelling invasion or tyranny.  

 

We oppose any mandatory draft registration or conscription in that the draft. 

The draft is a totalitarian institution based on the idea that the government owns 

and can dispose of the lives of our people as it wishes.  

 

We oppose any federal legislation or presidential signing letter or directive that 

allows the federal government to assume command of the Florida National 

Guard or ready military units without consent by the people of Florida. We 

oppose any treaty or international agreement that puts American troops under 

the control or authority of any other executive or administrative power.  

 

 

―All of us have heard this term 

‗preventive war‘ since the earliest 

days of Hitler. I recall that's about the 

first time I heard it. In this day and 

time, I don't believe there is such a 

thing, and frankly I wouldn't even listen to anyone 

seriously that came in and talked about such a 

thing."   -President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 

We Americans have no commission from God to 

police the world.‖ -Benjamin Harrison 

―If in the great field of foreign policy the 

President has arbitrary and unlimited power, as 

he now claims, then there is an end to freedom in 

the united states …‖ “ Mr. Republican” Senator 

Robert Taft 

―I oppose registration for the draft…because I 

believe the security of freedom can best be 

achieved by security through freedom. The all 

voluntary force is based on the sound and historic 

American principle of voluntary commitment to 

defense of freedom‖ –Ronald Reagan 

 

―The Constitution supposes what the history of all 

governments demonstrates, that the executive is 

the branch of power most interested in war and 

most prone to it. It has accordingly with studied 

care, vested the question of war in the legislature. 

[If a president is successful in bypassing the 

Congress] it is evident that the people are 

cheated out of the best ingredients in the 

government, the safeguards of peace which is the 

greatest of their blessings.‖ - Richard M. Nixon 

 

―... large and permanent military establishments 

... are forbidden by the principles of free 

government, and against the necessity of which 

the militia were meant to be a constitutional 

bulwark.” -James Madison 

 
 
―If Tyranny and Oppression come to this land, it 

will be in the guise of fighting a foreign enemy”-

James Madison 

 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/we_americans_have_no_commission_from_god_to/199914.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/we_americans_have_no_commission_from_god_to/199914.html
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Foreign Relations 

 
At the RLC we endorse a non-interventionist foreign policy platform 

represented by peaceful diplomatic relations, free trade and open secure 

borders. Non-interventionism is not isolationism.  Non-intervention simply 

means America does not interfere militarily, financially, or covertly in the 

internal affairs of other nations. It simply means that we should mind our own 

business and not be influenced by special interests that have an ax to grind or 

benefits to gain by controlling our foreign policy.  It does not mean that we 

isolate ourselves; on the contrary, our Founders advocated open trade, travel, 

communication, and diplomacy with other nations.  

We should strive to lead by example rather than force, and provide a model for 

the world that other people will wish to follow. Thomas Jefferson summed up 

the non-interventionist foreign policy position perfectly in his 1801 inaugural 

address: ―Peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations- entangling 

alliances with none.‖ Washington similarly urged that we must, ―Act for 

ourselves and not for others,‖ by forming an ―American character wholly free 
of foreign attachments.‖  

The temptation to settle disputes and install better governments abroad is 

fraught with great danger and many uncertainties. Too often we give arms or 

foreign aid and intervene on behalf of governments that are despised. Then, we 

become despised. We should avoid additional entangling alliances that include 

the UN, the IMF, the World Bank, and the WTO. Invariably, these 

organizations manipulate our country into conflicts that are none of our 

business and unrelated to national security.  Today, we have troops in 130 

countries.  We are spread so thin that we have too few troops defending 

America. 

The downside to such an interventionist foreign policy is that the costs have 

historically far outweighed the benefits to The United States.  We are exposed 

to great risks financially and militarily, we get all the bills, risk the lives of our 

people without cause, and make ourselves the target for every event that goes 

badly. We get blamed for the unintended, unforeseen consequences and 

become the target of terrorists that evolve from the radicalized fringes; none of 
which makes America safer. 

It is time for Americans to rethink the interventionist foreign policy that is 

accepted without question in Washington.  Under no circumstances should the 

U.S. again go to war as the result of a resolution that comes from an unelected, 

foreign body, such as the United Nations. No war should ever be fought 

without a declaration of war voted upon by the Congress, as required by the 
Constitution.  

To this end, we at the RLC support policies conducive to economic liberty, 

such as the reduction and elimination of all import and export restrictions on 

private trade, both as a unilateral policy and through multi-lateral agreements. 

 

We favor the phasing out of all foreign aid, or payments to other nations or 

international bodies, as a form of global welfare and commercial intervention. 

We support equitable treaties that enhance the security and exchange with other 

nations, but oppose any agreement that infringes on the sovereignty of the 

United States. Let us have a strong America, conducting open trade, travel, 
communication, and diplomacy with other nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent 

alliances with any portion of the foreign world...‖ 

-President George Washington 

  Farewell Address 

 

 

―Peace, commerce and honest friendship with all 

nations; entangling alliances with none.‖ 

-Thomas Jefferson 

 

―I believe we need to convince the people who 

live in the nation to build the nation.‖ 

-George W. Bush 

 

―History and experience prove that foreign 

influence is one of the most baneful foes of 

Republican Government.‖ 

-George Washington 

 

―Wherever the standard of freedom and 

Independence has been or shall be unfurled, there 

will her heart, her benediction and her prayers 

be. But she goes not abroad in search on 

monsters to destroy. She is the well-wisher to the 

freedom and independence of all.‖ -John Adams 

 

The American Government does not have the 

right, much less the obligation to try to promote 

the economic and social welfare of foreign 

peoples…[T]he constitution does not empower 

our government to undertake that job in foreign 

countries no matter how worthwhile it may be…. 

―[Our foreign aid goes not to our friends, but to 

our professed neutrals – and even to professed 

enemies…[W]e should eliminate all government-

to-government capital assistance and encourage 

the substitution of American private investment.‖ 

–Senator Barry Goldwater 
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Border Security and 

Immigration Reform 

 

A nation without secure borders is no nation at all. The current problem of 

illegal immigration and lax border protection is creating massive problems for 

Florida and America. It is making us less safe, using taxpayer dollars to pay for 

social programs and causing the loss thousands of Floridians jobs. What are 

seldom discussed in the immigration debate, unfortunately, are the incentives 

the U.S. government provides for people to enter the United States illegally or 

mandates the State of Florida to provide. The RLC is committed to supporting 

legislation aimed at securing our borders against those who desire to harm us 

and preventing further job losses and wage suppression due to illegal 
immigration. 

As we know well, when the government subsidizes something, we get more of 

it. The government provides a myriad of federal welfare benefits to those who 

come to the U.S. illegally, including food stamps and free medical care.  

Additionally, there exist a real threat of terrorism. It is a very sad state of affairs 

when terrorists talk of coming here and inflicting harm on us, and Washington 

places more importance on protecting the borders of Iraq and Kuwait and the 

DMZ of north and south Korea than they do in protecting the borders of the 

United States.   

If we look back at the root of the problem, Congress passed legislation in the 

1960‘s that has led to greatly increased legal immigration. Then, in 1986, 

Congress approved an amnesty for illegal immigrants and promised that it 

would be a one-time amnesty. Since then, Congress has allowed massive illegal 

immigration and current estimates of illegal immigrants range from 12 to 30 

million. 

And, for sufficient numbers of Americans to work together to convince 

Congress to enforce our present immigration laws, improve our border security, 

and reject all amnesty and guest-worker bills. Specifically, we propose: 

 Physically secure our borders and coastlines. We must do whatever it 

takes to control entry into our country before we undertake 

complicated immigration reform proposals. 

 Enforce visa rules.  Immigration officials must track visa holders and 

deport anyone who overstays their visa or otherwise violates U.S. 

law.  This is especially important when we recall that a number of 

9/11 terrorists had expired visas. 

 No amnesty.  Estimates suggest that 12 to 30 million people are in 

our country illegally. That‘s a lot of people to reward for breaking 

our laws. 

 No welfare for illegal aliens.  Americans have welcomed immigrants 

who seek opportunity, work hard, and play by the rules.  But 

taxpayers should not pay for illegal immigrants who use hospitals, 

clinics, schools, roads, and social services. 

 End birthright citizenship.  As long as illegal immigrants know their 

children born here will be citizens, the incentive to enter the U.S. 

illegally will remain strong. 

 Pass true immigration reform.  The current system is incoherent and 

unfair.  But current reform proposals would allow up to 60 million 

more immigrants into our country, according to the Heritage 

Foundation. Legal immigrants from all countries should face the 

same rules and waiting periods. 

We must protect our American jobs, American resources and secure our 

borders. With the threats against our nation, it makes no sense to fight terrorists 

abroad when our own front door is left unlocked. 

 

 

http://www.thenewamerican.com/node/2416
http://www.thenewamerican.com/node/2416
http://www.thenewamerican.com/node/2416
http://www.thenewamerican.com/node/2416
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American Independence and 

Sovereignty 
 

At the RLC we promote the preservation of the United States sovereignty and 

oppose any international laws or treaties that work to compromise or threaten 

that sovereignty. Our republican form of government is sovereign power 

founded in the people and represented, individually, not in the collective or 

whole body of free citizens, as in a democratic form. Thus, no majority can 
deprive a minority of their sovereign rights and powers. 

The international globalist bodies such as the United Nations and the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) are diligently working to erode America‘s 

sovereignty by creating international organizations whose laws supersede those 

of the U.S. Congress. So called ―free trade‖ deals and world governmental 

organizations like the International Criminal Court (ICC), North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA), General Agreement on Tarriffs and Trade 

(GATT), WTO, and Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) are a 

threat to our independence as a nation. They transfer power from our 

government to unelected foreign elites. Through such trade agreements, these 

globalist bodies seek to circumvent and override the U.S. Constitution and the 
sovereign will of the American People. 

America's Founders never intended for our nation to become entangled in 

international globalist bodies and they certainly never intended to have our 

laws overridden by international bureaucrats. The UN is not concerned with our 

Constitution or our system of government. It is concerned only with expanding 

its power. The UN is currently seeking to impose a global tax and global gun 

control. Our founding fathers would likely argue that this is because disarmed 

nations will be that much easier to rule. Remember, the UN has much more 

power today than anyone could have imagined 50 years ago.  

 

The RLC supports true free trade, which occurs in the absence of government 

tariffs. The WTO, however, represents the worst form of government-managed 

trade and our involvement in the WTO threatens national sovereignty. If 

anything, the WTO makes trade relations worse by giving foreign competitors a 

new way to attack U.S. jobs. By maintaining membership, the WTO 

organization can begin to dictate our environmental, labor, and tax laws. We 

should never change our national laws at the behest of any international 

organization. 

In addition to the UN and the WTO, The International Criminal Court (ICC) 

wants to try our soldiers as war criminals. Both the WTO and CAFTA could 

force Americans to get a doctor‘s prescription to take 

herbs and vitamins. Alternative treatments could be 
banned.  

NAFTA‘s superhighway is one part of a plan to erase 

the borders between the U.S. and Mexico, called the 

North American Union. This spawn of powerful special 

interests would create a single nation out of Canada, the 

U.S. and Mexico, with a new unelected bureaucracy 

and money system. The RLC supports the withdrawal 

from any organization and trade deal that infringes 

upon the freedom and independence of the United 
States of America 

The choice is very clear: we either follow the 

Constitution or submit to UN global governance.  

American national sovereignty cannot survive if we 

allow our domestic laws to be crafted or even 

influenced by an international body.  This needs to be 

stated publicly more often.  If we continue down the 

UN path, America as we know it will cease to exist.  

 

―The time has come to recognize the United 

Nations for the anti-American, anti-freedom 

organization that it has become. The time has 

come for us to cut off all financial help, withdraw 

as a member, and ask the United Nations to find 

headquarters location outside the United States..‖ 

.- Senator Barry Goldwater 
 

 

 

―Sovereignty denotes independence. A sovereign 

state is one that acknowledges no superior over 

its own government - or as the Declaration of 

Independence put it, with proper piety, no 

superior ‗among the powers of the Earth‘.‖ 

-Professor Jeremy Rabkin, Cornell University 

 

 

 

―The main purpose of the Council on Foreign 

Relations is promoting the disarmament of U.S. 

sovereignty and national independence and 

submergence into an all powerful, one world 

government‖ - Rear Admiral Chester Ward
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Supporting Candidates 

At the RLC of Florida one of our goals is to assist in training and equipping good candidates to run for office on the local, state and 

federal level. We are always looking for candidates who support Free Enterprise, Individual Rights and Limited Government. If you 

are a Republican candidate seeking a RLC of Florida and /or the RLC of Florida -PAC endorsement and support we would like to hear 

from you. In order to be recognized as an RLC endorsed candidate, we require the following: 

1. Be a registered Republican seeking office as a Republican. 

2. Be legally qualified for the office you are seeking. 

3. Complete the ―20 Question‖ Candidate Endorsement Questionnaire 

4. Sign the Liberty Compact. 

The Candidate Endorsement Questionnaire and the Liberty Compact can be downloaded at www.rlcfl.org. 

Liberty Compact: A Candidate's Pledge 

The Liberty Compact is a written pledge inspired by the words of the late Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-AZ) in his book, Conscience of a 

Conservative, which promotes the belief that government isn't the solution, but all too often, the problem. It is a preliminary 

requirement to obtain an official RLC endorsement. The objective is to assist and identify candidates, both local and national, who 

deserve consideration by liberty advocates. It may be used by candidates to promote their campaigns to liberty-minded voters. The 

pledge reads as follows: 

 

"I, (insert name), pledge to the citizens of the State of (insert state) and to the American people, that as their elected representative 

I will work to: Restore liberty, not restrict it; shrink government, not expand it; reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish programs, not 

create them; promote the freedom and independence of citizens, not the interference of government in their lives; and observe the 

limited, enumerated powers of our Constitution, not ignore them." 

 

The RLC announced the Pledge project on Independence Day of 2001, to mark the true significance of the 4th of July and the 

Declaration of Independence. Since then, dozens of incumbents and candidates have signed the RLC pledge. 

―For the sake of the future of our Republic, it is important that we are not just consistent, but 

correctly consistent. We must defend not just the sections of the Constitution we find popular, 

we must defend the entire Constitution. Most importantly, we must jealously guard the 

philosophy of freedom upon which it is based. If we do, the sound we will hear is that of 

liberty once again loudly ringing across our land.‖  -Ron Paul 

Join Today! 

Sign Up Today - Contribute to Restoring the Republic 

Become a member of the Republican Liberty Caucus of Florida by joining today! Your contribution will ensure that you stay informed 

of all RLC of Florida events and activities throughout the year through our newsletters, e-mail updates, or invitations to our annual 

events. We encourage you to join and become involved in your local republican club, become part of your county executive 

committee or considering running for office as a RLC of Florida candidate. 

We also encourage you to join your local RLC club around the state. You can local your local club and become a member at 

www.rlcfl.org/clubs. Member benefits include: 

 Contribute to a cause which you believe 

 Attend the RLC state and national convention 

 Obtain access to our Members-Only web pages and eGroups 

 Automatically receive our Republican Liberty eNewsletter, printed newsletters and reports 

 Membership is concurrent with state and national 

You can join on line at www.RLCFL.org 

http://www.rlcfl.org/
http://www.rlcfl.org/clubs
http://republicanliberty.org/news/lw/lw060531.htm
http://www.rlcfl.org/

