
1 | P a g e 
 

Biqłnił]l_[n_ł[y 

Community 
garden 

  

 
 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e 
 

 

Create a garden, build a 

neighborhood ! 

Congratulations on starting a community garden!  This is a guide to help you through 

the process of forming a group, selecting an appropriate garden site, obtaining 

permission and learning what, and when to grow vegetables in the Orlando area. 

Community gardens give people access to healthy fruits and vegetables, and help a 

neighborhood become safer and stronger.  We at the City of Orlando applaud your 

efforts to help us make Orlando the City Beautiful. 

1. Form a Garden Council 
V Find neighbors who are interested in helping you 

V Elect officers (see pg. 3) 

 

2. Design the garden  (See pg. 5) 

3. Get resources together  (see pg. 7) 

4. Plant, water and maintain it!  (see pg. 9) 

V Vegetable planting guide 

V Sample by-laws, courtesy of Parramore Community Garden Council 
(see pg. 11) 

 

 



3 | P a g e 
 

Sample Garden Council 

V Residents who want a garden plot 

Á President 

Á Vice President 

Á Treasurer 

Á Secretary/records keeper 

Á County Extension liaison 

V Neighbors of the garden (schools, community centers, etc.) 
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Gar den Sit e Checkl ist  

1. Ownership of site:      Æ City:           Æ Church    ÆPrivate 
       

 Permission obtained?          Æ yes         Æ no   
 Owner contact information:     

  
2. Sun:   

 6-8 hours of sunlight per day:          Æ yes         Æ seasonal    Æ no       
 

 Tree removal needed?        Æ yes:                                          Æ no       
 

 Garden facing North/South?        Æ yes                 Æ no       
 

3. Water: 
 Water available?      Æ yes                   Æ no       

 
 Location:     Æ near garden site       Æ on property, but not near 

 
 Funding:      Æ municipal, owner pays   Æ municipal, garden pays       Æ other:  

 

 Irrigation:    Æ hand watering, with hoses    Æ soaker hose     Æ drip irrigation    
                                            Æ other:          

              
4. Space: 

 Planting method:        Æ Raised bed       Æ In ground rows       Æ Other  
 Dimensions: 
 Funding ideas:    Æ Mayorõs Matching Grant    Æ In Kind donations  Æ Other 
 Sketch of design plan: 

 

 
 

 



5 | P a g e 
 

 

Garden design checklist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Æ Beds?  (In the ground or raised) 

Æ Water? (Hoses, drip irrigation) 

Æ Fence?  (yes/no, which type) 
 

Æ Pathways?  (mulch, brick, grass) 
 

Æ Art?  (Bed identification, garden 
artwork, neighborhood signs?) 
 

Æ Social?  (Benches, etc.) 

Æ Compost bins on site? 
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Sample Garden design   

V Water:  this design includes 4 hoses with 50 ft hoses, anchored to 4x4 posts at the 
edges of 4 of the beds.  Pipe comes out of the ground and is fitted to the post with a 
water timer ï this limits water usage to 20 minute increments.  
 

V To determine the type of fence allowed around the property, call the City permitting 
office at (407) 246-2271.  Be sure to have the address of the property handy ï theyôll 
be able to tell you which types of fencing are allowed on the site. 

 

мнΩ Ȅ пΩ    
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Sample Garden El ement s 

 

 

    

 

- Mandatory work days for garden participants to build beds 

- Weed fabric or mulched paths to reduce weeds 

- Irrigation on a timer, to reduce water usage 

- Celebratory grand opening with local officials 

- Inter-generational fun! 


