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Railways derail
bridge, cost doubles

7

PM to launch
metro works
Postnoon News
feedback@postnoon.com

P

rime Minister Manmohan
Singh will visit Hyderabad on
February 4 to lay the foundationstone for the `14,132-crore
Hyderabad Metro Rail project.
Apart from this, he is also scheduled to launch the Rajiv Yuva
Kiranalu, the pet project of Chief
Minister Kiran Kumar Reddy.
Arrangements are being made
for the PM’s visit. The CM, along
with some of his Cabinet colleagues and senior bureaucrats,
visited the Gachibowli stadium
and reviewed the possibility of
conducting the programme there.
He also wanted the HMR foundation stone programme to be conducted at Hitec City. This place
too, was inspected.
The PM would be handing the
appointment letters to some
youths who have been placed in
private jobs as part of the Rajiv
Yuva Kiranalu programme, said
minister Danam Nagender.

Will TRS get a
saffron band?
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T

he construction of the
road over-bridge (ROB)
across the railway line
bisecting the main arterial road from KPHB to Hitec City
at Kukatpally is getting delayed
from time to time.
While the Railways and the
State government are shifting the
blame on each other, the project
remains incomplete even after
five years of commencement.
The project was taken up
by the Hyderabad Metropolitan

CIVIC
Development Authority (HMDA)
in April 2007 and it was to be
completed in 15 months. But the
work is still going on and might
continue till the end of 2012.
As part of the ‘100 days programme’ review, Chief Minister N
Kiran Kumar Reddy pulled up the
officials over the delay. He wanted a report on the delay; even
though the latest technology was
being used.
The construction of an ROB
near the MMTS railway station at

Kukatpally was taken up at a cost
of `24.38 crore. The officials
blamed the Railways for frequent
design changes. The project cost
was revised based on the composite girder system made by the
Railways for `47.79 crore.
The administrative sanction
for the same was given by the
Government in May 2011. Later,
the Railways changed the drawings of the sub-structure and superstructure and the approval for the
same was given in January 2012.
Now they have decided to discard the skew structure and want
a composite structure. The foun-
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dations for the structure are
underway. There will surely be an
upward revision of cost once
again. The detailed cost, along
with new designs and drawings
will have to be sent to the South
Central Railway for approval.
An official said that the time
taken for approvals and changing the designs from time to
time caused the delay. Government officials told the chief
minister that 90 per cent of the
work related to the State
Government was complete,
while that of the Railways would
have to be taken up.

ith the Congress unwilling
to accept the idea of a separate state, KCR has finally put up
the idea of going with the BJP first
in the forthcoming bypolls and
then in the 2014 general elections.
Senior TRS leader Nayani
Narsimha Reddy, who is a close
confidant of KCR, said as of now
nothing has been decided and
they would discuss it. Ideally, he
said, all like-minded parties that
are for a separate Telangana
should have a broad understanding during the polls. But it is not
true with YSRC, which is saying it’s
not against Telangana.

Prizes

they were sure they would see
but did not.
The last date for receiving the
entries is 6pm on February 5. You
can give your names and contact
details including those of your
team members to Asif Husain
Arastu — 9908611496/ asifjoy
@yahoo.com or Mr Shafaatullah
— 9849229552/ shafaat_ulla
@yahoo.co.in.

Race to spot winged beauties
Anubha K Singh
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H

as one spotted the elusive
pelicans or the floricans
and the Northern Pintail in
the City? The answer of many will
be a “no”. Then just pack your
backpack and participate in the
dawn-to-dusk Hyderabad Bird
Race. This year, BSAP and Great
Hyderabad Adventure Club are
jointly organising the race under
HSBC programme on February 12.

Open to all
The race will be flagged off from
the Hyderabad Public School,
Begumpet at 6am and is open to
all, irrespective of their age.
There is no entry fee. Each team

ENVIRONMENT
comprising four or five persons,
will be named after a bird found
in the region and will be led by an
experienced bird enthusiast.
They have to spend the entire
day searching for as many
species of birds as possible.
Team members are supposed
to use their own vehicles for transportation. If a participant doesn’t
have a car he/she can be accommodated in another participant’s
car. Each car will have a captain
who will be familiar with the geography of Hyderabad and its environs and enough knowledge to
identify different birds.
People who are not familiar

with bird watching and yet want
to be a part of this race may also
participate. The cars will be
flagged off at sunrise and have to
report back at sunset.
Each team will be given a logbook containing a list of birds
found in their region, along with
names of places and possible locations that they can be spotted in.
One needs to record every bird
they have spotted and where it has
been spotted. These logbooks will
be given to the judges in the
evening for their scrutiny.
One can choose any location, as long as it is in the radius
of about 50–60km. The criterion
is that you try and record as
many bird species as possible to
win the race.

If a winning team comprises of
more than four members, the
number of prizes given will still be
limited to four.
Bird of the Day: Each team can
select one bird from their list of
sightings, which they feel is the
highlight.
Dip of the Day: Each team
should mention one bird, which

