 Postmodernism, Community and the Emerging Church
In his article, Five Streams of the Emerging Church, Scot McKnight writes, “Postmodernity cannot be reduced to the denial of truth. Instead, it is the collapse of inherited metanarratives (overarching explanations of life) like those of science or Marxism. Why have they collapsed? Because of the impossibility of getting outside their assumptions. While there are good as well as naughty consequences of opting for a postmodern stance (and not all in the emerging movement are as careful as they should be), evangelical Christians can rightfully embrace certain elements of postmodernity… Emerging upholds faith seeking understanding, and trust preceding the apprehension or comprehension of gospel truths.”

While in seminary, Robin M. wrote a paper titled, Entering the Emerging Church Conversation. Below are some excerpts from that paper, followed by discussion questions. There are two parts: the first part focuses on postmodernism and absolute truth claims. The focus of the second part will be more on restoring community and the emerging church.

Excerpt: Postmoderns reject the possibility of constructing a single worldview that would be correct and accept that there are many views… with each being equally correct within the context individuals find themselves in… Some of these major changes are the rejection of the Metanarrative, disbelief of absolute Truth, and a movement towards loneliness and isolation. Because they are convinced that there is nothing more than a “host of conflicting interpretations or an infinity of linguistically created worlds,” postmodern thinkers have given up the search for one universal ultimate metanarrative or truth.
At its worst, all interpretations are seen as equally valid and true, even when these interpretations contradict each other in the most basic sense… Therefore, postmodernism judges interpretations via a pragmatic standard of “what works” for the individual person. [Postmoderns] are relying upon a “master narrative to celebrate the demise of all master narratives.”

Q.1. What are parts of the Single World View Construct that undergird the Christian Modernist Theology? What does this construct stand to lose in a direct confrontation with with post-modern view?
Excerpt: “By turning away from the person and work of Jesus Christ and the experience of the Christian community and turning instead to philosophical apologetics in order to demonstrate its inherent ‘reasonableness’, Christian theology at the beginning of the modern era had already surrendered its competence.” 

—Vinoth Ramachandra, Gods That Fail
It is in postmodernity that many hold that the culture is ripe for a return to the gospel of Jesus Christ, not through well-reasoned arguments, but through Incarnational living and gospel proclamation… The Christian witness to a postmodern person comes as one who is a “fellow traveler,” not one who has everything prepackaged for the person to accept…“It is not enough to know or even believe all that is true. It is essential that we know the one who is true 
Q. 2. How does incarnational living differ from well-reasoned arguments in sharing the Gospel?
.”
Excerpt: The Bible provides a view of truth that is neither relative nor objective, “the biblical view is that truth is personal, relational, and subjective. The critical difference, of course, is that we are not the subject. God is.”

Q. 3. What are some examples in the Bible, or that you can think of, where truth is revealed in a way that is not totally objective, but that is personal, however, truth none the less?
Excerpt: “…either we know God exhaustively, or we are restricted to the mysterious.” It speaks of knowing truth, but suggesting we don’t know as much truth as we currently claim.

Q. 4. What are some absolute truths you believe? What are some absolute truths you used to believe that are now up for discussion?
Excerpt: According to Brian McLaren, it is not that postmoderns believe that there is no universal truth, but they believe that humanity is “incapable of grasping and conveying it with absolute accuracy.” … Christians believe that there is a single, unified, grand metanarrative that underlies every localized human narrative. The ultimate metanarrative is the story of God’s actions in history and redemption of humanity and His creation through Jesus Christ….Jesus himself taught in parabolic story form. …“[Jesus’] contemporaries put him down for many of the same grievances for which some attack postmodernists today… it was the Pharisees who constantly attempted to rationalize and boil down the message of God’s kingdom into compact philosophical segments.

In the postmodern world, wielding propositions “like a sword” and concepts “like a hammer” will not work as viable means to spread the gospel. We will need to listen to and share our stories of life, faith, and pursuit of truth…. [We need to] attempt to bring about a harmonious intersection between our, individual and corporate, stories with the unfolding and ongoing story of God’s redemption of humanity and His creation.

Q. 5. Can our theology fairly borrow Postmodernism in the following form? Why or Why not?
 "The story of God is an ultimate metanarrative, and that narrative can be better understood through the stories in the Bible, and the stories of God’s work unfolding in our lives. The constellation of stories ends up building ultimate meaning, a connectedness to a being (God) beyond physical boundaries of our stories' '"book covers" a story with transcendent significance."
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