
 
 

Arts Positions of the 2008 Presidential Candidates 
 

 

 
Sen. Barack Obama 

Democratic Nominee 

 
Sen. John McCain 
Republican Nominee 

 
 
Campaign has met with 
Americans for the Arts Action 
Fund to discuss policy issues. 
 

 
 

Yes 
Meeting held 4/1/08 

 
 

Yes 
Meeting held 4/1/08 

 
Campaign has published policy 
proposals on the arts and/or 
arts education. 
 

 
 

Yes 
Read policy proposal, 2/28/08 

 
 

No 

 
Candidate has made statement 
on federal support of the arts. 
 

 
 

Yes 
View Pennsylvania speech, 4/2/08 

 

 
 

  No  

 
Candidate has made statement 
on federal support of arts 
education. 
 

 
 

Yes 
View Texas speech, 2/28/08 

 
 

Yes 
Read statement, 10/3/08 

 
National party platform includes 
statement on the arts and/or arts 
education. 
 

 
 

Yes 
Read platform (p.49), 8/25/08 

 
 

No 

 
Candidate has pro-arts 
Congressional record. 
 

 
Yes 

Co-sponsored S. 548, Artist-Museum 
Partnership Act 

 
No 

Voted to cut funding or terminate the 
National Endowment for the Arts (see 

listing of votes*)  
 

 *Roll call votes on 7/12/00, 8/5/99, 9/15/98, 9/18/97, 9/17/97, 7/25/94, 9/15/93, 9/15/93, and 9/14/93
 

Americans for the Arts Action Fund is the bipartisan advocacy arm of Americans for the Arts, engaging citizens in ensuring that all 
Americans have the opportunity to appreciate, value, and participate in the arts. ArtsVote2008, a program of the Arts Action Fund, was 
created to secure bold, new policy proposals in support of the arts and arts education in America from candidates in the 
2008 presidential campaign. 

 
For further information visit www.artsvote.org, or call 202-371-2830 

 
 
Source: Americans for the Arts Action Fund  As of 10/03/08 

http://www.barackobama.com/pdf/issues/additional/Obama_FactSheet_Arts.pdf
http://www.artsactionfund.org/artsvote/audio_video/obama.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0L2GEBhd2w&eurl=http://www.artsactionfund.org/artsvote/002.asp
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pdf/artsvote/McCain-Palin_artsed.pdf
http://www.democrats.org/a/party/platform.html
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/issues/bills/?bill=9680896
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/vote.xc/?votenum=176&chamber=S&congress=1062&voteid=326016&state=US
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/vote.xc/?votenum=260&chamber=S&congress=1061&voteid=337161&state=US
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/vote.xc/?votenum=269&chamber=S&congress=1052&voteid=326041&state=US
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/vote.xc/?votenum=246&chamber=S&congress=1051&voteid=342546&state=US
http://capwiz.com/artsusa/vote.xc/?votenum=241&chamber=S&congress=1051&voteid=342551&state=US
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=103&session=2&vote=00230
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=103&session=1&vote=00269
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=103&session=1&vote=00270
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=103&session=1&vote=00268
http://www.artsvote.org/

