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The mission of the Center
for Inquiry is to foster a
secular society based on
science, reason,
freedom of inquiry,
and humanist values.

CFl has established
centers throughout the
world which provide a

means of delivering

educational programs and
services on a local level
and provide a venue for
like-minded individuals to
meet and share
experiences.

In aiming to foster a
secular society, we do not
seek to abridge the rights of
believers. We vigorously
object to government
support of religion and the
use of religious dogma to
justify public policy; we do
not oppose the free
exercise of religion. The
secular society we are
building is a community of
reason and compassion in
which the dignity and
fundamental rights of all
individuals are respected.

Three goals represent the
focus of our activities: an
end to the influence that
religion and pseudoscience
have on public policy, an
end to the privileged
position that religion and
pseudoscience continue to
enjoy in many societies,
and an end to the stigma
attached to being a
nonbeliever.

CFIl Portland now has
140 Friends of the Center!

Members,

| want to take a minute to thank all of you who have participated and

thus showed your support for CFI this past year. Angela Goldsmith

serves as
As our membership increases, the board will be keeping closetabson / CL t 21
requests and suggestions for further programming and/or chianges Program Chair
existing programs.

As Program Chair, | am excited that we have had so many wonderful monthly, quarterly
and onetime events this past calendar yesblunteer commitment is the only way we
can continue bringing these great programs your way.

Coming Up!

| am excited to let you know that as a program for our outreach effort we have begun
putting together a Humanism 101 curriculum to present free to the paihis.will
probably take placthreetimes this next yearBe on the lookout on the caleardfor an
FOC preview coming upWe hope to get feedback from you before we take it to the
public.

Also, believe it or not, it is also time to secure our place for our 2nd annual Freethinkers
Campout. Suggestions and coordination time is most welcoBeon the lookout for
further news on that front.

Be sure to visit our calendar often to see the wonderful program offerings.

Regards to you all,
Angela

If you haven't yet become a Friend of the Center, sign up today!
Go to https://secure.gal.org/05/portland_foc.

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net


file:///C:/Users/Admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/KENPD6LA/sign%20up%20so%20you%20can%20reserve%20your%20free%20tickets%20today
https://secure.ga1.org/05/portland_foc

Thank You Volunteers!

A huge thank you to Eric Brown, pictured here
fifth from the left, for the countless hours he put in
coordinating the Richard Dawkins event. The
event was a huge success with a full auditorium of

1,500 people. Dawkins read passages from his @cmrm For INQUIRY
latest book The Greatest Show on Earth, the ) Community of Portla
Evidence for Evolution, took questions from the v , '”""'"'f"g;;mi;fm;gm-;;ﬂ""""
audience, autographed books, and was available i ' v <o aeorbmauley.met/ e

for group photos of attending organizations.

Photo by Leslie Zukor

A thank you to Graphic Artist Nancy McClure for
putting together our evolution display at the Porland
Central Public Library and to all who donated items
for Nancy to work with. We 6atso like to thank
Fossil Cartel, located in Pioneer Place, for donating
fossils. Our display will be there through the month of
October.

Photo by Kurt Johansen

A thank you to Kurt Johansen for all of his work
on the God Virus event held at Reed College. It
was another successful event with 160 in
attendance. CFI co-sponsored the event with the
Reed Secular Alliance. Here Darrel Ray, Ed.D.,
psychologist and lifelong student of religion,
discusses religious infection from the inside out.

Photo by Kurt Johansen

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net



A thank you to Joy and Tom Licata for hosting such a wonderful Friend of the Center Appreciation Party for about 25
members. Each board member was able to report great acheivements for CFl Portland. In our firstyearwe 6 v e gr own
from 27 members to 140, held 150 official CFI events (not to mention coordinating CFl attendance at many non-CFI

events), and because of our incredible volunteers, did it with only about $250 a month!

Left: Tom Gebhardt on piano.

Below: Lynne Taylor and Doranne Miller.
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Mike Mitchell,
Todd Duncan with
friend Amanda,
and Mona Bodo.

Left: Tom Licata,
Christin Licata,
Mona Bodo,

Dani Tofte
Maura Sullivan,
Joy Licata and
Shannon McNair.
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Photos by
Christin Licata

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net



November24" is the
153" Anniversary
of the publication of

Charles
51 NBAY

On The Origin
of Species

THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A

Last mont hds Discussion Gr ouj
Actions should we take to defend Evolution?

It may seem absurd that evolution would need defending. Without it, entire fields

of science wouldnod6t make sense such as |
been proven beyond a reasonable doubt by several different lines of evidence:

350 years of paleontology, comparison of the genetic codes of living animals,

and direct observation in a test tube. There is no debate or controversy

regarding the overall theory in the scientific community. But there is in the public

sphere.

Forty percent of Americans do not accept evolution. This has real consequences

that affect the lives of each of us. The primary attack on evolution comes from

the religious right wing. I n recent yeal
evolution and are beginning to teach a distrust of all science.

This isndt a fringe group that we have
people (primetime pundits who command the attention of millions of people, a
majority of the 6ébestd candi dat easlardehe R«
yearly budget ($17 million just between The Discovery Institute and Answers in

Genesis), and even intelligent professionals you may personally work with who

are masters at compartmentalizing.

Ignoring them has not worked and is potentially dangerous. High profile one-on-
one debates are fun, but futile largely because we misunderstand their goals of
the debate; as a result each side thinks it wins. Many books have been written,
but that obvi-activsdnoughistsatedgy to gaén amy ground. We
largely have relied on the court system and the constitution to prevent their
pseudoscience from being taught in public schools. Relying on separation of
church and state laws has been effective so far, but those decisions only help
them coalesce funds and increase their political strife. It does little to get to the
root of the problem.

But what can we do locally? | recently attended some meetings in Tualatin from
a young earth creationist group. Last month they brought in Ken Ham, founder of
the Creation Museum in Kentucky. Seven thousand people attended the
lectures, including 300 Multnomah school students. They sold five shipping
pallets of books and DVDs at the event. This group has monthly meetings with
attendance of 80-100 people. This is not a small operation. From the two
meetings | visited, it was clear that they have fundamental misunderstandings of
how science works and how evolution works. It would be good for a couple of us
to attend their meetings on a regular basis to help them understand the
difference between what they are told evolution is versus what it actually is and
what science actually says.

| had several conversations with their participants after each event. They
bombarded me with questions outside of my field of expertise. For future events,
it would be very helpful to have people who know a fair amount in fields such as
biology, psychology, astrophysics, philosophy of science, biblical scholarship, as
well as any former evangelical Christians or former young
earth creationists (like myself). For those interested in
attending these meetings please contact kujo78@gmail.com.
I d thinkdme will or should convert anyone out of their
faith. But | do think we have a responsibility to call out their
pseudoscience for what it is, present them with resources
where they can investigate what the verified science states,
and get at least a few of them to start thinking critically.

-Kurt Johansen leads the CFI Portland Discussion Group

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net
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CFIl Monthly Events

RSVP for events at www.meetup.com/cfi-portland/calendar

RATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
November 1%'and 29", 10:30am

Beaverton Resource Center
12500 SW Allen Blvd
Beaverton

Teacher: Ute Mitchell

I :
Our younger students, age 471 9,
are learningthe i Si x
Charactero .

Teacher: Mike Mitchell

Our tweens are learning about
skeptical inquiry. Nov. 1%, please
come prepared with a magic trick,
card trick or optical illusion.
Grown-ups, you're welcome to try
to fool our savvy skeptics!

SHEP MOVIE NIGHT
November 4™ and 18", 6:30pm

Organizer: Kurt Johansen

"The Elegant Universe0 Best se
author-physicist Brian Greene

explains the nuts and bolts of String
Theory in a masterful, lavishly
computer-animated three-part movie.
String theory is one of the leading hypotheses for the
theory of everything that will simultaneously explain
Einstein's General Relativity and Quantum Mechanics
along with everything in-between.

Join us for a movie, a follow-up discussion, snacks and
friendship. RSVP for host és
Valley.

FREETHINKERS BOOK CLUB
November 4™, 7pm

¢ "\.':d’?
<RICHARD
DAWKINS;

Powel |l 6s Books
Cedar Hills Crossing
3415 SW Cedar Hills Blvd

Beaverton

THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH

Organizer: Tom Gebhardt

Book: The first 150 pages of
The Greatest Show on Earth by Richard Dawkins.

Pill ar s

DISCUSSION GROUP
November 9", 7pm

Java Vivace
2287 NW Pettygrove St
Portland

Organizer: Kurt Johansen

This month:

SHdilild companies be held
liable for theirS Y LJt 2 & §
actions?

Prompted by the story of
the military contractor who
was raped then locked in a
box and unable to sue, a couple of our members gotin a
heated debate and suggested tmwnth's topic. Where

is the line between privacy and negligence? Do contract
provisions go too far? Is litigation against companies
eroding personal responsibility?

Free for CFl members, $2 for non-CFl members.

TWEEN MOVIE NIGHT
November 13" 6:30pm

Organizer: Joy Licata

Join the Tween Group, ages 101 14, for their monthly
movie night and a potluck meal. Find details when you
RSVP on the meetup calendar.

BEAVERTOI}!] ATHEIST MEETUP
'}‘Pxemger %Sd’(m'me ss in Happy

Organizer: Shannon McNair

Moonstruck Chocolate Café
Beaverton Town Square
11705 SW Beaverton Hillsdale
Beaverton

Free for CFl members, $2 for
non-CFl members.

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net


http://www.meetup.com/cfi-portland/calendar/
http://www.meetup.com/cfi-spm/venue/698853/?eventId=10526584&popup=true

Join CFl members at other events.

Go to www.meetup.com/cfi-portland/calendar for details

on each event. RSVP so that we can look for you.

OMSI SCIENCE PUB
November 2", 7pm

Bagdad Theater
3702 SE Hawthorne Blvd
Portland

Topic: Spread the Word, Not the Flu: H1IN1 and You

November 17", 7:00pm

McMenamins-Mission Theater
1624 NW Glisan St
Portland

Topic: How Geckos Stick and Why We Care

OMSI: SCREAM!
November 12", 7pm

Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI)
Auditorium

1945 SE Water Ave

Portland

Lecture: The Science of Fear

OMSI: Superstitionsd Science vs. Fiction
November 13", throughout the day

It 6s Fr i"amlpDMSI wilkbe affaring special
demos throughout the day exploring the history behind
superstitions and how people cope with them. Is there
any truth or science behind them? What are their
origins? Try out a common superstition and see what
happens. We dare you!

Contactthe Center for Inquiry Portland at portland@center forinquiry.net

O4SR T OREGONIANS FOR SCIENCE AND
REASON
November 5™, 7:00pm

Tigard Water Building
8777 SW Burnham St, Tigard

Fall Speaker: Joshua Fost, Ph.D. - Neurobiologist, PSU
professor and author of the book "If Not God, Then
What?"

Title: Language and Reality

"- At last gleams of light have come, & | am almost
convinced (quite contrary to opinion | started with) that
species are not (it is like confessing a murder)
immutable. Heaven forfend me from Lamarck nonsense
of a 'tendency to progression' 'adaptations from the slow
willing of animals', etc. - but the conclusions | am led to
are not widely different from his - though the means of
change are wholly so- | think | have found out (here's the
presumption!) the simple way by which species become

exquisitely adapted to various ends."

~ Charles Darwin, 1844. letter to Hooker. Another 15

years would pass before "Origin" would be published

I f youdd |i ke to contribut
comments or questions, please email Dani @
danijtofte@yahoo.com.




