
TwelveMileSwampConservationAreawas
purchasedin2001bytheSt.JohnsRiver
WaterManagementDistrictandtheBoard
ofTrusteesoftheInternalImprovement
TrustFundofthestateofFlorida.The
conservationareaprovidessignificant
waterresourceprotection,bufferinga
wellfieldthatsuppliesdrinkingwatertoSt.
JohnsCounty.The21,898-acrepropertyis
underalong-termtimberlease.However,
378acresofthepropertyhavebeen
designatedarecreationarea.This
recreationareaiscomposedmainlyof
plantedpineforestwithseveralsmall
cypressdomesscatteredwithin.Hiking,
bicycling,equestrianactivities,andwildlife
viewingareavailablewithintherecreation
area.

Section�Industrialsilvicultural
0perations
Uponenteringtheconservationarea,you
maynoticethattheconservationareais
dominatedbythousandsofrowsofpine
trees.Atthetimeofacquisition,Rayonier
ForestResources,L.P.,wasleasingthe
surfacerightsonthepropertyfromthe
formerlandowner.Rayonieroptedtokeep
along-termleaseonthetimberwithin
uplandareasoftheproperty;theDistrict
purchasedwetlandtimberrightsfrom
Rayonier.Rayonierwillcontinuetomanage
theleasedportionsofpropertyasan
industrialtimberland,harvestingand
managingthetimberuntilthetermination
oftheleasein2025.

Rayoniertypicallyplantsfast-growing
speciesthatcanbegrown,harvestedand
replantedonashortcycle.Thetreesare
managedsimilarlytoalong-termcrop.
Onceareasareharvested,theyare
plantedagainandthecyclerepeatsitself.
InFlorida,oneofseveraldifferentspecies
ofpineistheoptimalchoiceforgrowing
treesinaplantation.Whichspeciesis
chosendependslargelyonsoilstypeand
localconditionsonaportionofthe
property;severaldifferentspeciesofpine
areplantedwithinTwelveMileSwamp
ConservationArea.

Othertelltalesignsofthesite’spurposeas
anindustrialsilviculturalsitearethebeds
thatthetreesareplantedin.Beddingisa
sitepreparationmethodusedtoincrease
survivalandgrowthoftreeseedlingson
wetsoilsandsoilspronetoflooding.This
techniqueinvolvesconstructionofparallel
bedsandfurrowsfromsurroundingsoil.
Seedlingsareplantedontopofthebeds
wheretheyareprotectedfromexcess
waterandwheretheybenefitfroma
concentrationofnutrientsandorganic
matter.

Section�Remnantdunelinesanddry
naturalcommunities
Thisconservationareaisamosaicof
flatwoods,andscrub/scrubbyflatwoods
withdepressionalwetlandsinterspersed
throughout.Thescrubbyflatwoodsand
scrubareasoccuralongrelictsanddunes.
Thesesanddunesarelinearridgesthat
areorientedinagenerallynorth-south
direction,parallelingthecoast.These
relictsanddunesareeasilyrecognized
duetothewhitesandsonwhichthey

abruptly. Sand pine is a fast-growing tree
that grows readily in the driest of
conditions. It occurs on the well-drained
sands that typically support scrub, sandhill
or scrubby flatwoods communities. Often a
mixture of scrub species can be found
growing nearby.

While in this area, you may also notice
signage designating the majority of the
property, approximately 19,696 acres, a
wildlife management area (WMA). The
WMA is managed cooperatively by
Rayonier and the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC). Please
exercise caution while near the WMA, and
please do not enter the wildlife
management area from this trail. Access to
the WMA is permitted only via the two
designated WMA entrances and only to
those possessing a valid permit. Access is
permitted only from the Saturday two
weeks prior to the archery season through
the last day of the spring turkey season.

Section � Industrial silviculture and
natural areas management — different
goals mean different management
techniques
In 2025, when the timber lease across the
conservation area expires, the Florida
Division of Forestry (DOF) will begin to
manage the property. With the transfer of
management rights, the goals for the
property will change. The goal of an
industrial silvicultural operation is
maximum production of timber products,
but DOF’s goals are vastly different. The
District initially purchased the property “to
conserve and protect significant habitat for
native species or endangered and
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SELF-GUIDEDTRAILoccur.Typicalspeciesincludeavarietyof
scrubbyoaks,suchasmyrtleoakandsand
liveoak,shinyblueberry,pawpaw,lyonia,
andtheoccasionalclumpofwiregrass.The
dry,openconditionsofthesenatural
communitiesmakethemprimegopher
tortoisehabitataswell.

Section�Swalesandassociated
wetlandsbetweendunelines
Betweentheremnantduneridgesatthe
conservationarealieswales.Theseswales
functiondifferentlyfromtheduneridges;
theytendtobedepressionalareasthat
supportvarying-sizedwetlands.Anarea
crossingthisportionofthetrailsupportsa
moderatestrandswamp,whilesmall,
isolatedwetlandsarepepperedthroughout
theproperty.Insharpcontracttothesoils
oftheduneridges,soilsintheinterdunal
swalesaredarkwithmoderateamountsof
organicmaterial.Speciesfoundinthe
wetlandsincludesweetgum,maple,
cabbagepalmandbuttonbush.Avariety
ofwetlandgrassesandfernsarecommon
aswell,whilepineisnoticeablyabsent.

Section�Sandpinescrubandwildlife
managementarea
Asyoutravelalongthetrail,youwill
noticethatthelandscapebeginstochange
asyoulooktothewest.Mesicandwet
flatwoodsarethedominantnatural
communitytypeatthenorthernmost
portionoftheproperty.Theseareashave
beenplantedinslashpine.Othercommon
speciesincludesawpalmetto,avarietyof
grassesandsmallshrubs,andgallberryin
wetterareas.Theplantedpinechanges
fromslashpinetosandpinerather
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threatened species; and to conserve,
protect, manage or restore important
ecosystems, landscapes and forests, in
order to enhance or protect significant
surface water, coastal, recreational, timber,
fish or wildlife resources which local or
state regulatory programs cannot
adequately protect.” As DOF assumes the
role of lead manager of the property,
restoration will begin. In all likelihood,
many areas will have been clear-cut. These
areas will be examined closely to determine
what the proper natural community would
have been prior to conversion to industry.
The site will then be replanted in
appropriate species and managed as a
natural area.
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