Welcome to Arizona, The Grand Camera $tate

We've all heard a lot of clever comments lately about the guy who was arrested for wearing a monkey mask while speeding past the photo radar camera’s in Phoenix so he couldn’t be identified. So I’ll try to resist making a wisecrack about the Phoenix Suns mascot in his Gorilla suit doing the same thing for the same reason without the speeding. Monkey see monkey do I guess. Putting all this monkey business aside, I think we’d all agree that there are both good and bad points to using cameras to force citizens to obey government rules and regulations. 

So whether you are for or against "photo enforcement," please consider signing the ballot initiative petition circulating around to let the voters decide during the November 2010 election. That is the best way in America to make a decision about something with as many questionable consequences as this issue has. Let’s vote on it.

Don't let you and your children's future be undermined by Australian lobbyist's trying to earn millions off of regulating Arizona’s motorists. Also keep in mind that the Australian based Redflex Corporation supplies the very same cameras to Communist China that they bring to Arizona. (Why do you think they’re named Redflex?)

So make all the jokes you want, but act like a true American and sign the ballot initiative and then vote your conscience next November. Let's let Arizona's citizens decide if we want to become a surveillance state. Don't leave that decision to weak willed politicians who are easily persuaded by donations from corporate lobbyists. Be a real patriot and support the American way, sign the ballot initiative and vote your conscience. Don't just complain about what‘s happening on Arizona's highways, be an informed citizen and participate in democracy. If you don't, corporate lobbyists and politicians will determine your future for you, and it won’t be very funny.

To learn more about the various issues surrounding "Photo Enforcement" sign up for a free daily e-mail article from www.TheNewsPaper.com which reports on road camera related incidents from around the world. 
Also go to www.CameraFraud.com and read their regular updates, which humorously expose the questionable practices, incompetence and other “monkey business” surrounding Arizona's photo enforcement programs. 

Please try to look beyond the wisecracks and clever PR campaigns. Check out both the facts and the unintended consequences surrounding the various photo enforcement programs. See how they plan to expand to ticketing for no seat belts and for not signaling as well as for burned out light bulbs, cracked tail-lenses and chipped windshields. Learn how yellow lights are shortened to increase ticket revenue and how cameras are placed right after speed limit changes. It’s becoming an expensive game of gotcha. Also, studies have shown that rear-end accidents greatly increase wherever cameras are placed, other studies show that traffic slows for cameras then speeds right up after passing them. The creepiest thing is Arizona cameras are recording 24/7 just like in China. England actually saves their surveillance films for 5 years just in case. You really need to learn all you can about photo enforcement, and then vote for the kind of Arizona you and your children would like to live in.

Thanks for taking the time to read about some of the questionable consequences of photo enforcement, and always drive responsibly. Don't "monkey around" behind the wheel. 

* Author Bill Gilmore owns Automotive Research Services and works as an independent vehicle appraiser and does insurance dispute mediation and arbitration. He is a member of the Society of Automotive Historians and several vintage vehicle clubs.
