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Beginning the last year of the second Common-Era millennium
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The Myth of Massive Martyrdom
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The Myth of the Rapid Spread of Christianity
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The Believers
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Thereare.. . . three obvious difficulties against the supposition that a historical Jesus was actually executed as a
rebel:
(ii) Al Christian docunents earlier than the
gospel s portray himin a way hardly conpati bl e
with the view that he was a political agitator

(i) If his activities had been primarily
political, and the evangelists were not
interested inor deenmed it inexpedient to
mentionhis politics, then what was the notive
for their strong interest in hin? How did they



come to suppose that a rebel, whose
revolutionary views they tried to suppress in
their gospels, was the universal saviour?

(i) I f such an epi sode as the cleansing of the
tenple was not a religious act (as the gospels
all ege) but an arned attenpt to capture the
buil ding and to precipitate a general
insurrection, then why does Josephus say
nothing of it? As Trocnd has observed . . . a
mlitary attack on the tenple would not have
been ignored by this witer who was so
concerned to show the dangers of revolt and
vi ol ence. Josephus silence is corroborated by
the positive affirmation of Tacitus that there
was no di sturbance in Pal estine under Tiberius
(AD 14-37), whereas the preceding and fol |l ow ng
reigns were characterlzed by rebellion and
unrest there . =
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The Mythicists
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. The Holy Forgery Mill
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4. Biblical Sources
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The Gospel of the Lord
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The Gospel of Luke (170 cE)
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The Gospel of John (178 CE)
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The Narrative
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We should here note the total lack of historic verity asto facts and places in the gospels. With the methods then
available atown was not built rapidly, and the work would not have been completed in A.D. 27 or even 30. The
gospel writers were therefore unaware that they were placing in a countryside overturned by demolition and

rebuilding the larger part of the teaching of Jesus.

If the stories are historical, it isin the middle of timber-yards that one must picture the divine precepts
delivered, with the accompaniment of the noise of pikes and mattocks, the grinding of saws, and the cries of

the workers.®
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5. Non-Biblical Sources
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6. Further Evidence of a Fraud
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The Gnostics
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Do you receive the gospel ? (ask ye). Undoubtedly | do! Why then, you also admit that
Christ was born? Not so; for it by no means follows that believing in the gospel, | should
therefore believe that Christ was born! Do you think that he was of the Virgin Mary? Manes
hath said, Far beit that | should ever own that Our Lord Jesus Christ [descended by
scandal ous birth through awoman]. "
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Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch
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Marcion of Pontus
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Marcion, in order that he might deny the flesh of Christ, denied also His nativity, or else he denied His flesh in order
that he might deny His nativity; because, of course, he was afraid that His nativity and His flesh bore mutual
testimony to each other sredlity, since thereis no nativity without flesh, and no flesh without nativity. . . .

He will not brook delay, since suddenly (without any prophetic announcement) did he
bring down Christ from heaven. Away, sayshe, wi ththat eternal plaguey taxing of
Caesar, and the scanty inn, and the squalid swaddling-clothes, and the hard stable. We do

not care ajot for that multitude of the heavenly host which praised their Lord at night.



L et the shepherds take better care of their flock, and let the wise men spare their legs so
long ajourney; let them keep their gold to themselves. Let Herod, too, mend his
manners, so that Jeremy may not glory over him. Spare also the babe from
circumcision, that he may escape the pain thereof; nor let him be brought into the
temple, lest he burden his parents with the expense of the offering; nor let him be handed
to Simeon, lest the old man be saddened at the point of death. Let that old woman also
hold her tongue, lest she should bewitch the child. After such afashion asthis, |
suppose you have had, O Marcion, the hardihood of blotting out the original records (of

the history) of Christ, that His flesh may lose the proofs of itsreality. . . .
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The Pagans
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Celsus (an Epicurean philosopher, towards the end of the second century) . . . in common with most of the Grecians,
looked upon Christianity as ablind faith, that shunned the light of reason. In speaking of the Christians, he says:

They are forever repeating: Do not examine. Only believe, and thy faith will make thee
blessed. Wisdomis a bad thing in life; foolishnessisto be preferred.

He jeers at the fact that ignorant men were allowed to preach, and saysthat weavers,
tailors, fullers, and the most illiterate and rustic fellows, were set up to teach strange
paradoxes. They openly declared that none but the ignorant (were) fit disciples for the

God they worshiped, and that one of their ruleswas, let no man that islearned come

among us. @
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7. Physical Evidence
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Thefish, in the opinion of antiquarians generally, is the symbol of Jesus Christ. The fish is sculptured upon a number
of Christian monuments, and more particularly upon the ancient sarcophagi. It is also upon medals, bearing the name
of our Saviour and also upon engraved stones, cameos and intaglios. Thefish is also to be remarked upon the
amulets worn suspended from the necks by children, and upon ancient glasses and scul ptured lamps.

Baptismal fonts are more particularly ornamented with the fish. The fish is constantly exhibited placed upon a
dishin the middie of the table, at the Last Supper, among the loaves, knives and cups used at the banquet.**
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Birth Caves, Tombs, Sundry Sites

$

& #

%

<
&

EIM

7/

"<

%

01N\



N 41
3
<
#3
<
<
= 1:
- g,
$
<

<
3
3
8
# &
"A "
/

M

$ <
N 4
" 9
8 "o
& &/ "
A
3
5
< .
<
4
n $ "
$ <
<
1
<
(+M 1



1 1
1 A
%
2 : =
# HY |
- P
=P
- P
7 % 7 1
1
& $ 9 -
% : <
3 - |
K /
7 7/
1
4 _
1 -
%
&
/
1 <

The Shroud of Turin and Other Holy Relics
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