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Boy From The Bronx to King of Bachata

The incredible musical journey of Anthony Santos

By Joncier "MS. Boogie" Rienecker

Following their debut album, appropriately
titled Generation Next , Aventura completed
five criticallyacclaimed albums. They are the
first band to fuse Bachata with other musical
genres, such as R&B and hip-hop. In 2006,
Santos received an ASCAP Award in the
tropical music category for the megahit,
"Obsesidn," and another in the American pop
category. The latter honor marked the first
time a Hispanic writer won two ASCAP Latin
Awards for the U.S. market. In addition to
his work with Aventura, Santos has penned
hits for Latin music sensations Thalia ("No
No No"), El Torito ("Me Voy"), and Wisin &
Yandel ("Noche de Sexo"). Santos recently
discussed with Playback his background in
the Bronx, Aventura, Bachata and his
forthcoming project.

From a musical standpoint, what was it

like growing up in the Bronx?

The cool thing about living in the States,

especially in the Bronx, is you get to listen to a little bit of everything. You know, from one
window you hear hip-hop. Then a cab driver passes you by playing bachata or merengue. It
is always a mixed culture. At home, you could have your parents blasting classics like Julio
Iglesias and Jose Jose. Basically, you are exposed to everything.

When did you decide to pursue music?
Everything began as a hobby. I was singing in the church choir with Henry and, through a
musician at school, I was introduced to Mikey and Lenny. We started just having fun, but
then we realized we really had something.

Welcome to Do you play any instruments?
ASCAP Guitar and - even though I'm not great - piano. I do a lot of effects in my productions on
keyboards.

The World's Most
Visited Professional What inspires you to write and compose music?

Music Website I would like to say women and situations that happen daily. I'd say that 85% percent of the

music I write about with sad love stories has nothing to do with me.
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Why are Spanish and English used in
Aventura's lyrics?

It is who we are; it's natural and it is the
way we speak. If you talk to us, even when
we're not making music, we talk like that.
Sometimes when I'm speaking Spanish and I
can't find the right word, I'll say it in English
and vice versa.

It's been stated that Aventura is the
first "bachata boyband." What is your
take on this statement?

I don't like the title "boy-band." We are a
music group and we are musicians. I write
all of my songs and the music is all original.
Not to disrespect boy-bands out there, but
when I hear that word, it almost makes me
feel like that it means a bunch of boys
jumping around dancing and that is a little bit "bubble gum." We are so much more than
that.

How would you describe the state of bachata now versus when you first entered
the industry?

I would love to think that Aventura are responsible for a new sound that has inspired young
people to listen to and play the music. I remember when I first began doing Bachata. Most
of my friends used to tell me, "that stuff [Bachata] ain't cool." And I still remember what I
said to everyone who made that comment, "I'm about to make it cool."

Your music infuses other genres, such as R&B and hiphop. Do you have any
interest in completely transitioning into another musical genre, with or without
Aventura?

I absolutely would love to explore other genres, but I do believe there is a time for
everything. Right now, we have more to accomplish in the genre we are in. But, you better
believe that when you speak about Romeo, I want to make a statement about diversity. In
the new production we are bringing out, you will see exactly what I am talking about.

How has being honored by ASCAP
affected you?

This is the type of award that means a lot to
me because I truly feel that my most
precious talent is my writing skills. It's one
thing for you to know you're good, but it's
another thing when ASCAP acknowledges it.

What is your next project?

The next project is the album Aventura just
finished called The Last. This is our best
album yet. I know that every artist says
that. I will make better ones, but this is my
best, so far.

Read Playback Magazine, serving the world of songwriters, composers and music publishers.
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