LinkedIn – groups - http://files.meetup.com/1320762/LinkedIn_groups_presentation.doc
· Benefits of joining
· Network with others with common interest

· Track status updates

· Find out events others are attending 

· Find out groups they are joining – this is huge!

· Join some LinkedIn groups to find others with similar interests and to cast a wider net for contacts 

· Groups I have joined or created

Career Change Central
Career Prospectors
IT Careers in Richmond, VA
Job Search Online 
Success Networking


Richmond Ski Club (for skiing and snowboarding enthusiasts)
Virginia Career Network
Tips – 

· Join groups, start a discussion, answer a question, post a job / news article

· Take an interest in others, find a similar hobby or something in common, get to know people (Ex: Alison Doyle and I share a passion for skiing )
· Offer your services, volunteer, follow people in your locality or industry  

· Interact: share your knowledge, provide a tip, share what you read on the web  

· Don’t just build a profile and wait for jobs / others to come to you, be an “active” group member, and think “what value can I add today”?
· If you make yourself valuable / memorable, others will want to make you a part of their network and follow you
· Become a source of cutting edge information and share it with others
· Attend network meetings to get face-to-face time to strengthen online contacts

· Make yourself easy to find and remember, differentiate yourself  (phone #, email)
· Be a matchmaker, share contacts / information, build your network
· Maintain your network: staying in touch is more important than the original connection  
· Find a way to add value, help others - comments turn into phone calls, phone calls turn into relationships

· Maybe once a day mention you’re looking for work, link your resume / profile
Social networking benefits - http://files.meetup.com/1320762/Social%20Networking.doc 
· Review articles on the power of social networking, learn to use social media

· LinkedIn - http://files.meetup.com/1320762/LinkedIn.doc
· Twitter - http://files.meetup.com/1320762/Twitter%20benefits.doc
· Facebook - http://blog.sironaconsulting.com/sironasays/2009/03/ten-ways-to-use-facebook-to-find-a-job.html
· Leverage social media to communicate you are looking for work

· Constantly maintain your “power” connections, add new contacts and find common interests
