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Twitter is an amazing tool if you can unlock its power. It’s taken me months to understand how conversations flow and how I can add to the discussion. Twitter breaks down communication barriers and lets you talk directly to hiring managers, without having to submit a resume immediately to a machine. 
Although Twitter is probably one of the best networking tools on the planet, it needs to be supplemented with a blog or LinkedIn profile. There’s no way you can hire someone based on a Twitter profile, without having a link from that profile to something else that gives more information on that job seeker. You get to add one URL to your profile, so choose wisely.            - February 24th, 2009 | by Dan Schawbel. 
“I use Twitter not to explicitly get new business or blatantly advertise, but I try to post two types of information. 1) Information that is helpful to people in my industry and 2) fun stuff. 

I see Twitter as a large networking event where you're not necessarily talking business all the time. Twitter is a great way to meet people and plant seeds that may or may not grow into business/referrals in the future.” 
- Rick Whittington (http://www.rickwhittington.com/blog/)

 From the article “Is There Any Real Value to Twitter” by Jennifer Laycock

· You can easily follow thousands of users and listen in and enter into conversations conducted among multiple users at any point
· Read News. Twitter users often link to useful sites or articles and can be a source of scoops and alternative news. You can also subscribe to Twitter feeds for specific websites/conferences, which allows you to receive and view content quickly. This is very useful for active social news participants.
· Make New Friends. Like any other social network, Twitter has a built-in function for you to befriend and track the messages of other users. This is an easy way for you connect with people outside of your usual circle. Make an effort to add active users you find interesting. A Twitter acquaintance can be developed into a long lasting friendship.
· Set Up Meetings. Twitter can help you organize impromptu meetups. For example, you can twitter a message while at a cafe, event or art gallery and arrange to meet fellow users at a specific spot. It's an informal and casual way of arranging a meeting.
Twitter lets you track conversations of people with common interests, similar industry experience, other professions you want to pursue, or just friends and contacts. I really didn’t “get it”- the value of twitter at first, but now it is obvious. It’s almost like being at a party, overhearing a conversation you want to pursue.  You can immediately share your thoughts with others, follow a link to visit websites, get job leads, and cast a wider net to expand your contact list.   
Some users' updates (known as tweets) I’m following – RichmondJobNet, Snagajob, Social Media Jobs, New Media Hire, Green Technology, InRich.com, Sharepoint, SimplyHired, Indeed
- March 15, 2009 | by Daulton West, Jr.  
