New Mexico Natives Teach Spanish to Children Through Photo Book Celebrating Santa Fe’s 400 Year Anniversary

Life-long friends Marie Stoy-Koch and Sheri Granger have recently published a book titled, “Tell Me Santa Fe ¿Cuántos Años Tienes Tú?”.  The book is a resource for parents and teachers to teach Spanish to children and to celebrate the 400th Anniversary of Santa Fe through a beautiful collection of photos of the city and surrounding area.
Albuquerque, NM (May 1, 2010)  -- What started out as an all-night brainstorming session, has turned into a beautiful children’s book for New Mexico natives Marie Stoy-Koch and Sheri Granger.  Marie read about the 400th Anniversary of Santa Fe one night from her home in Georgia and immediately wrote the first draft of Tell Me Santa Fe ¿Cuántos Años Tienes Tú?.  Over the following months, the book came to life as Sheri took pictures around Santa Fe.  The book is now available, along with a companion website, as a resource to help teachers and parents teach Spanish to children and at the same time learn more about Santa Fe.

The pair have begun introducing the book to bookstores and schools, along with city and state organizers of the 400th Anniversary of Santa Fe and the upcoming Centennial Anniversary of the state.  The goal is to get the book into schools and libraries to help teach Spanish to children through teachers and parents reading the book aloud in classrooms and at home.
The book uses Santa Fe as a backdrop for the photos, which were taken around Santa Fe and the surrounding area.  Photo captions in the book give children snippets of information about Santa Fe landmarks like the Plaza in Santa Fe, the Palace of the Governors as well as the burning of Zozobra, El Rancho de Las Golondrinas, and more.  A thread running throughout the short rhyming story is the question,” Tell me Santa Fe ¿Cuántos Años Tienes Tú?”, in reference to the fact that Santa Fe turns 400 years old in 2010. 
Sprinkled throughout the story are Cosmo, Luc, Lucia, and Wen – characters from the Lango Foreign Languages for Kids curriculum (www.langokids.com) who take a trip through Santa Fe looking for clues about how old the city is.  The story is written in English with Spanish vocabulary words throughout.  Children are able to figure out the Spanish words from the context of the story.  The book includes a vocabulary list of all the Spanish words used along with lesson ideas.  The companion website, www.enespanol.com includes additional lesson ideas and short videos including one from a children’s choir in Georgia singing “Las Mañanitas” specifically for the book.  
During the creation of the book, Sheri enjoyed her time in Santa Fe, wandering in shops and restaurants in the afternoon hours just waiting for the sun to give her the shadows or lighting she was looking for.  “Some days everything came together just right,” comments Sheri, “Other days yellow tape around the Plaza or a cloudy day would send me home.”   Says author Marie Stoy-Koch, “I knew that someday Sheri and I would work together on a project.  I just hope people enjoy sharing the book as much as we enjoyed creating it”.

Organizations can also use the book as a one-of-a-kind gift celebrating Santa Fe’s 400th Anniversary for customers and contacts, by customizing the back cover or introductory page with their own information.  
The book is published through Lulu Press.  It is a children’s title and is 20 pages long.  It can be ordered online through the Lulu.com website.  As bookstores begin carrying it, the information will be posted on the author’s websites and Facebook page, www.facebook.com/tellmenewmexico.  
About the authors:
Authors Marie Stoy-Koch and Sheri Granger grew up in Mountainair, NM.  They have maintained their friendship for over 30 years.  Marie is a graduate of NMSU and worked for Turner Broadcasting for 10 years.  She now runs Lango North Atlanta offering on-site language classes to schools and day cares in Metro Atlanta.  Sheri attended ENMU and holds a Masters Degree in Education from Columbia College and a Bachelors in Sociology. She is a photographer now residing in Albuquerque and works in her family’s business, Zia Electrical Products.
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