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Support the
national retail sales tax!
Americans For Fair Taxation
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FairTax Fact Sheet - 2

FairTax Facts

The current federal tax system is broken.
· It is unfair, costly ($250 billion annually), confusing (55,000 pages), and time consuming (6.6 billion hours annually)
· It punishes hard work and thrift by discouraging achievement (the more one makes, the more they take)
· It is a drag on the economy by raising the price of consumer goods 20% to 30% (embedded in cost of products)
· It allows many to avoid paying their fair share (income from underground economy & criminal activity go unreported)
· It violates the 4th Amendment protecting the security of our "houses, papers, and effects"
Solution:

There is already a bill in Congress co-sponsored by over 50 members (and supported by over 100 others) that has been researched for over 10 years, is endorsed by over one hundred leading economists, and will fix our out-of-control tax system.  It is called the FairTax (HR-25/S-25) and it is a PROGRESSIVE  national retail sales tax (NRST) that will REPLACE the current system tax by:
· Taxing everyone fairly and simply 

· Giving an immediate pay raise to people who are below the poverty level 

· Repealing all federal income, corporate income, self-employment, capital gains, gift, and death taxes 

· Allowing all Americans to keep 100% of their paycheck (by repealing all payroll withholding taxes) 
· Abolishing the intrusive and coercive IRS as we know it and saving $200 - $250 Billion nationally in bureaucracy costs 

· Eliminating all IRS tax forms and the professional fees needed to prepare them
· Reducing the cost of goods by 20% to 30% causing little or no net gain in the price of goods when the tax is added 

· Lowering overall tax rates for lower and middle income Americans 

· Effectively taxing the underground, cash economy and illegal aliens
· Stopping billions of dollars spent by influencer peddlers and deal makers who lobby congress for special tax credits 

· Rescuing Social Security from its funding shortfall 

· Creating many new jobs by boosting our GDP by approximately 10.5% according to a Harvard economist 

· Improving our foreign trade deficit by making us more competitive and attracting new business to America 

· Encouraging offshore capital investment to return to America
· Raising the same amount of revenue the federal government gets currently
· Allowing individuals to control the level of tax they pay (making our system truly voluntary)
Some of the better-known individuals and groups who support this bill or a National Retail Sales Tax include:
Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee: http://money.cnn.com/2008/01/05/pf/taxes/fair_tax.moneymag/index.htm 
Former Speaker Newt Gingrich: Sean Hannity Radio Show, March 3, 2005
Senator Saxby Chamblis (GA-R): http://www.theweekly.com/news/2004/April/05/Chambliss_Linder.html
Senator Tom Coburn (OK-R); http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html
Senator Johnny Isakson (GA-R): http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html
Congressman John Linder (GA-14): http://linder.house.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=PressReleases.View&PressRelease_id=158
Congressman Todd Akin (MO-2): http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html 
Congressman Sam Graves (MO-6): http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html
Former Congressman Tom Tancredo (CO-6): http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html
Congressman Ron Paul (TX-14): http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/scorecards/index.html
The CATO Institute: http://cato.org/pubs/pas/pa-272.html
National Taxpayers Union: http://www.ntu.org/main/letters_detail.php?letter_id=29
Farm Bureau: http://www.fb.org/issues/backgrd/
The Conservative Voice: http://www.theconservativevoice.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2475
The Joplin Globe: http://www.joplinglobe.com/story.php?story_id=156892&c=96
Texas GOP Platform: http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/news/index.html
To see a video overview explaining how the FairTax would work, go to:

 http://www.truveo.com/Imagine-The-FairTax/id/4083329218
To compare your most recent tax bite to what it would have been under the FairTax, go to:   http://www.pafairtax.org/calc.php 

To find answers to specific tax questions, go to:   http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/smart/faq.html.  Or contact,

What can you do to advance the FairTax?
Because of entrenched political interests, it will require a huge groundswell of grassroots support to change our tax system, but it can be done.   Think of it as a challenge similar to women gaining the right to vote or bringing down the Berlin Wall.   Our persistence will eventually change history.  Here's a checklist for action on your part:

· Go to your local County Clerk’s office and register to vote.

· Watch the Fairtax video (DVD or http://www.truveo.com/Imagine-The-FairTax/id/4083329218
).
· Go to www.FairTax.org & http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/smart/faq.html to learn more about the FairTax. 
· Go to http://www.fairtax.org/site/PageServer?pagename=about_faq_answers#36 to learn why the FairTax is vastly superior to the Flat Tax. 

· Check the Scorecard at http://www.fairtax.org/cgi-bin/scorecard.cgi to learn the status of your Congressman/woman and Senator concerning the FairTax.  Then fax them an appropriate thank-you or request to co-sponsor HR-25/S-25.  You can also use the link at: http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/opinion/index.html to voice your opinion. 

· Contact your Senator & Representative’s local office and Tax LA (legislative assistant) to determine if they are fully informed about and support the FairTax.  Contact information is available at: www.Congress.org. 
In Missouri’s 7th Congressional district, this includes:

· Congressman Roy Blunt -  (202) 225-6536 & blunt@mail.house.gov and these members of his staff:
· Neil Bradley - Washington Leg. Director and Tax L.A. - 202-225-0197 & neil.bradley@mail.house.gov
· Dan Wadlington - Springfield Office Director -  (417) 889-1800 & dan.wadlington@mail.house.gov
· Steve McIntosh - Joplin Office Director -  (417) 781-1041 & steve.mcintosh@mail.house.gov
· Sen. Claire McCaskill -  (202) 224-6154 &  claire_mccaskill@mccaskill.senate.gov 
· and his Washington COS, Julie Dwyer - 202) 224-6154 & Julie_Dwyer@mcckaskill.senate.gov
· and his Springfield Office Director,  - (417) 868-8745
· and his reelection Political Director, 

· Sen. Kit Bond - (202) 224-5721 & kit_bond@bond.senate.gov
· and his Washington Tax LA, Mason Wiggins - (202) 224-5721  & mason_wiggins@bond.senate.gov
· and his Springfield Office Director, Stacy Burks - (417) 864-8258 & stacy_burks@bond.senate.gov
· Contact your State Representative and State Senator about planning your state’s response to a simpler federal tax system.  You can find all of the needed phone numbers and addresses at: www.congress.org.

· Schedule a showing of the FairTax DVD with your local civic or political group.  (In Missouri, call 417-674-1946)

· Use the interactive map at http://www.fairtaxvolunteer.org/how_to_help/region_map.html to locate a FairTax Community Coordinator in your area and inquire about a local FairTax Action Group (FTAG). 

· Join or start a FairTax Action Group (FTAG) and a corresponding online Yahoo Discussion Group to help encourage and focus the efforts of local FairTax activists.  It will also alert you when your congressman, senator, or one of their aides is scheduled to be in your area for a Town Hall meeting,  “listening post”, or campaign event.  (The address to sign up in SW MO is: www.MO7FairTax@yahoogroups.com.) 

· Call 1-800-FairTax to order a T-shirt, yard sign, DVD pocket cards and bumper stickers that will help you attract others to the FairTax. 

· Sign the FairTax.org confidentiality Agreement form and help your Community Coordinator contact other local FairTax petition signers to update their contact information and encourage their involvement.  (We especially need their email addresses for short notice contact.)
· Contribute to the cause at: http://secure.fairtaxvolunteer.org/contribute/index.html. 

· Email this information to any networks you know who are favorable to this issue.
· Repeat the above Action Items monthly with polite persistence.
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