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Becoming an Effective and Efficient Activist

One of the easiest—and most important—roles an activist can play is letting lawmakers on the federal,
state, and local levels know how you’d like them to vote on legislation related to your cause. You may
ask elected officials to introduce or cosponsor bills or amendments, or to vote for or against an
existing bill. Advocacy groups can help keep you informed—through e-mail "action alerts™ and the
like—about the bills you should focus on and when they’ll be up for a floor vote so you can contact the
elected officials that represent you. You also can track the status of a piece of federal legislation on
your own, using the Library of Congress’ THOMAS Web site.

On the state level, the process of how a bill becomes a law varies from legislature to legislature, and
you can generally learn about it and track bills on the Web site of your state’s parliamentary body.
And on the local level, you can potentially get involved with shaping legislation in many areas of
government, such as county, city council, township, municipality, and school district.

To ask a lawmaker to take action on your issue, nothing is as effective as a face-to-face meeting. Be
very specific about what you’re asking the legislator to do, and get to the point quickly. You’ll probably
have only a short time to talk.

You owe it to yourself to become as effective as you can. By learning new skills or honing existing
skills, you are more likely to have an impact and achieve the results you desire. For example, if you
learn how to get a letter to the editor published before sitting down and writing one, you are more
likely to get it published.

Letter, Fax, Phone, or Email?

A typed or handwritten letter carries the most weight with any recipient. If you have the time, you
can't beat it for effectiveness.

Write a Powerful Letter
Writing to elected officials

It is important that we tell elected officials where we stand on issues. Our input on clean water,
sprawl, trade, and other issues shapes the way our representatives create and implement
environmental and social policy.

Emails, postcards, and phone calls are good communication tools, but letters and faxes are the most
effective and persuasive way of communicating our views to elected officials.

These tips will help you write a persuasive letter:

e Keep it short.
Limit your letter to one page and one issue.

o Identify yourself and the issue.
In the first paragraph of your letter state who you are and what issue you are writing about. If
you are referring to a specific bill, identify it by number (e.g. H.R. 2372 or S. 1287).

e Focus on your main points.
Choose the three strongest points to support your argument and develop them clearly. Too
much information can distract from your position.


http://thomas.loc.gov/�

The 912 Project

e Make it personal.
Tell your legislator why the issue matters to you and how it affects you, your family, and your
community. Make a connection to the legislator. Did you vote for her? Did you contribute to
the campaign?

e Ask for a reply.
Include your name and address on both your letter and envelope.

e Trust your voice.
Be polite and take a firm position in your letter. Be confident in your understanding of the
issue and remember that the legislator may know less than you. Thank elected officials when
they vote the way you want.

Calling Your Elected Officials

In addition to writing your elected representatives, you can also

call them and let them know where you stand on the issues.

Although it is unlikely that you will get to talk to the Member of

Congress directly, you will be able to communicate your displeasure (or pleasure) with their policy on
a given issue. The Member's staff will take note of your concern and often convey it in some form to
the Member. If the Member of Congress finds that his position is unpopular and untenable, your call
may contribute to a chance in policy.

A better letter to the editor

Letters to the Editor are one of the most widely read sections of the newspaper and reach a large
audience. They allow community members to comment on the way issues are being addressed in the
media and to influence what topics the local paper covers. Elected officals often monitor this section of
the newspaper and take notice of constituents' opinions.

Due to strict space limitations in newspapers, not all letters will be published, but the more letters the
newspaper receives on a certain topic, the more likely they are to run at least one letter on the topic.
Check the letter guidelines in your local paper and use these tips to write an effective letter to the
editor:

e Keep it short and focused.
Many newspapers have strict length limits and edit letters for space. A concise, single-issue
letter has a better chance of retaining its salient points and keeping the reader's interest.

e Make specific references.
While some newspapers will print general commentary letters, most prefer letters that
respond to a specific article. Here are some ways to refer to an article:

"l was impressed by the comprehensive logging solution outlined in the May 5th article,
'Sustainable Logging on a Roll.™

"I strongly disagree with Senator Baker's position against increased fuel economy standards
'To be or SUV' June 22)."

e Be factual and highlight aspects of the issue that haven’t been previously addressed.
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e Include your contact information.
Many newspapers will only publish a letter to the editor after verifying the author’s contact
information. When printed, the letter will usually only include your name and city.

e Type your letter and sign it.

e Send letters to smaller newspapers.
Small newspapers are more likely to print your letter and the letter can then spark local
community action.

Raise hell at public hearings and community meetings

Public hearings provide an opportunity for public comments on a particular project or vote. This kind
of community involvement can make a strong statement.

Some tips:

e Time is limited at public hearings, so arrive early to sign up for a slot to speak.

e When you speak, focus on your main points. You will often be able to submit written
statements which will allow you to address additional concerns.

e Be polite and respect other community members' ideas. A hearing is a forum for the exchange
of ideas, not a neighborhood contest.

How To Make Talk Radio Work for You

More and more Americans are getting their news and views from talk radio. While talk radio is
generally more hostile to our issues than mainstream media, there is still an opportunity for civil
activists to exploit it.

As a Caller:

e Call early and, if the line's busy, keep trying.

e Write down quick talking points before going on the air.

e Give the screener a clear, one-sentence pitch.

e Once on, be energetic and get right to the point. Don't get flustered.

e Use bridges to deflect questions. Respond to a left-field question with, "That's a good point,
but what's really crucial here is..."

e Again, do not get flustered.

How To Give A Local Television Interview

As an activist on any issue, you are likely to find yourself being interviewed by local television
reporters. Here are some universal tips on how to deliver your message.

Appearance
e Wear conservative clothing.

e For men, avoid loud ties, jewelry or button-down shirts.
e Be well groomed.
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e For women, keep colors muted and accessories to a minimum.
Makeup

e For both men and women, use foundation on your forehead, cheeks, nose and chin.
e For women, use "natural” toned makeup. Avoid bright lipsticks, too much mascara or
excessive rouge. Make sure jewelry isn't overly reflective.

Setting

e For a backdrop, keep it natural. Use plants or posters.

e |If seated, do not use a swivel chair.

e If standing, pretend your feet have put down roots. Do not fidget.

e Keep your gaze steady either at the camera or the interviewer (they’ll tell you which).

The Interview

e Write down and memorize soundbites before going on camera.
e Make only one or two points.

e Use common language, even when making a legal point.

e Above all, remain calm.

Targeting Legislators

Lobbying legislators is about persuading them to do what you want. There are five main categories of
legislators to think about, each requiring its own special strategy:

1. Champions

All issues need a group of lawmakers dedicated to being tireless, committed advocates for your cause.
What they can do for you is make the case to their colleagues, help develop a strong "inside" strategy,
and be visible public spokespeople. What they need is good information, and visible support outside
the Capitol.

2. Allies

Another group of legislators will be on your side but can be pushed to do more -- to speak up in party
caucuses or on the floor.

3. Fence Sitters

Some legislators will be uncommitted on the issues, potentially able to vote either way. These are
your key targets and lobbying strategy is about putting together the right mix on "inside" persuasion
and "outside" pressure to sway them your way.

4. Mellow Opponents
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Another group of legislators will be clear votes against you, but who are not inclined to be active on
the issue. With this group what's key is to keep them from becoming more active, lobbying them
enough to give them pause but not to make them angry.

5. Hard Core Opponents

Finally, there are those lawmakers who are leading your opposition. What is important here is to
isolate them, to highlight the extremes of their positions, rhetoric and alliances and to give other
lawmakers pause about joining with them.

"Inside™ vs. "Outside" Lobbying

Effective lobbying requires a coordination of two very different kinds of lobbying activity:
"Inside" Lobbying

One form of lobbying takes place in the Capitol. It includes a mix of the following:

= Meetings with lawmakers and legislative staff

= Providing analysis and information to committees and legislative offices

= Testifying in committee

= Negotiating with policy makers and other lobby groups

For the most part this type of lobbying is carried out by or in coordination with advocates who work on
a regular basis at the Capitol.

"Outside" Lobbying

An effective lobbying campaign also requires activity outside the Capitol, aimed at shifting the politics
and pressure around the issue. Some of these activities include:

= Media activity including news conferences, editorial board visits, and assisting reporters with stories
= Local lobbying visits by constituents to their legislators

= Building broad and diverse coalitions

* Letter writing campaigns to legislators

= Grassroots activity such as rallies, etc.

It is important that these kinds of "outside" lobbying activities be coordinated with "inside" lobbying
activity, to assure that they make strategic sense in terms of timing, targeting, messages, etc.

Six Practical Tips on How to Lobby Your Legislator or Elected Official:

1. Establish your agenda and goals.
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= Know what subject you are going to address. Don't overload with issues -- stick to no more than two
or three.

= Decide what you would like to get out of the visit, i.e., a commitment to vote for your issue,
leadership on the issue, or you may decide the visit is simply informational.

= Allow time for small talk at the outset, but not too much. Remember, it's your visit.

= If it is a group visit, decide who will start the discussion and put your agenda on the table.

2. Listen well.

= Much of lobbying is listening, looking for indications of the elected official's views, and finding
opportunities to provide good information.

= If you are meeting with a "silent type,"” draw her/him out by asking questions.

= If you are confronted with a "long-winded type," look for openings to bring her/him back to the
point.

3. Be prepared, but don't feel that you need to be an expert.

= Most elected officials are generalists, like many of us. Do your homework, but don't feel that you
need to know every little detail of an issue. Air personal feelings and experiences where appropriate.
Relate the concerns of your friends and members of the community.

= Know when to admit, "I don't know," and offer to follow up with the information.

= Be open to counter-arguments, but don't get stuck on them. Don't be argumentative or
confrontational.

5. Remember you are there to build a relationship.

= If the elected official is good on an issue you've been involved in or has supported your position in
the past, be sure to acknowledge your appreciation during the course of the visit.

= If the opposite is true, think of the phrase, "No permanent friends, no permanent enemies.” Some
day, on some issue of importance to you, s/he may come through. In the meantime, your visit may
prevent the official from being an active opponent. In other words, you may help to turn down the
heat on the other side.
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Do’s And Don’ts of Lobbying at a Glance:

Action Do’s Don’'ts
Phone
» Offer to call back at a more e Talk more than 10 minutes
convenient time )
* Talk at dinner
* Use your time well
In Person
e Speak only briefly about your | e Think your issue is the only
issue at an unrelated function issue
« Offer to make an appointment | e Insult
* Remember--door-to-door not | ¢ Push when you don’t have
good for detailed discussions their undivided attention
Mail

¢ Send a letter

* Get three letters from friends

e Send a postcard
» Send a form letter

« Send a petition
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The Constitution of the United States

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

Article |

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall

consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of
the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most

numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty five Years, and been seven
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall

be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free
Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all
other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of
the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The
Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one
Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New
Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five,

and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of

Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of

Impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the

Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.
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Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as
may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the
second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and the third Class at the Expiration of the
sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or
otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary

Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of

the United States and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be

equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President,

or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath
or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall

be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold
and enjoy any Office of Honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be

liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed
in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations,

except as to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December,

unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a
Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and
may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each

House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the

Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.
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Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as
may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question

shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three

days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by
Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of
the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going
to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any

other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under
the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been
encreased during such time: and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either

House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose

or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be
presented to the President of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his
Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal,
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it
shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if
approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be
determined by Yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the
Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it,

unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be
necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and
before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two
thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a

Bill.

10
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Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts
and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises

shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the

United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the

exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be
employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers,

and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may,

by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United

11
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States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in
which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;--

And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other

Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or

duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the

public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before

directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of

another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular

Statement and Account of Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under
them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind

whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal;
coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill

of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what
may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid
by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall

be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

12
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No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of
Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless

actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

Article 11

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his
Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected,

as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the
whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator
or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an

Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not
be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of
the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the
Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the
Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted.
The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole
Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no
Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and
a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the
Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain

two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes;

which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall

not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

13
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In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the
Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law
provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring
what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a

President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor
diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any

other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:--"1 do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability,

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia
of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing,
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their
respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States,

except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the
Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the
United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law:
but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President

alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting

Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to
their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions,
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of
Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other
public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the

United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on

Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

14
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Article 111

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts
as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation,

which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws
of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to
Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more States;--between a
State and Citizens of another State;--between Citizens of different States;--between Citizens of the same State
claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States,

Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the
supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have
appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress

shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State
where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at

such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their
Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two

Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work

Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.

Article 1V

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of
every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records, and

Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several

States.
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A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in
another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be

removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up

on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new States shall be formed or
erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be 