Resolution Opposing the Texas Local Option Transportation Act
WHEREAS multiple local governments proposed legislation during the 81st Legislative Session to fund transportation projects including an expansion of light rail, pedestrian-friendly sidewalks and bicycle paths, and other forms of mass transit;
WHEREAS to pay for the expansion of transportation infrastructure, the pending legislation proposed allowing local governments to raise taxes an additional $400 per person per year, including raising the gas tax in certain counties, the doubling the drivers’ license fee in certain counties, creating parking fees in certain counties, and creating an annual vehicle impact tax on drivers.  In the Austin area alone, these new taxes would be nearly $225 million per year.   In Dallas/Fort Worth, these new taxes would total nearly $1 billion per year;
WHEREAS many local governments paid lobbyists millions of dollars of our tax money to push for the passage of these tax increases;

WHEREAS Commuter rail is not proven to relieve congestion, improve air quality, nor proven to be more efficient than building additional roads; and 

WHEREAS metropolitan commuter rail districts already have financial problems, large public debt, and limited accountability to the public with respect to their budgets and expenditures; therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Texas opposes the Texas Local Option Transportation Act because of the tax increases and the expansion of ineffective mass transit projects; and be it further

RESOLVED that the Republican Party of Texas requests the State Legislature to support statewide solutions to our transportation infrastructure conditions including needed reforms to make the Texas Department of Transportation accountable for their decisions, financially solvent, and increase financial efficiency within their existing budget before the Legislature considers any tax increases for transportation projects.  
Submitted to and adopted by Precinct ___ in ____________ County, Texas, Senatorial District ___, on March 2, 2010.

Signed: _______________________________

Precinct _____ Convention Secretary
