Florida Amendment 4: Anti-Growth Ballot Initiative

Updated: January 27, 2010

The Issue · Position · Talking Points · Resources 
The Issue

A proposed amendment to the Florida constitution, known as Amendment 4 (previously known as the "Florida Hometown Democracy Amendment"), would require voter approval on all proposed amendments to local comprehensive plans, rather than having such amendments approved or rejected by city or county commissions. 

While many of its supporters claim that Amendment 4 would give residents the power to determine land-use changes, the practical impact will be to halt almost all development in the state of Florida. Calling this a "Vote on Everything" initiative, many are concerned that the amendment would jeopardize Florida’s economic future and the quality of life for residents of the Sunshine State. If the amendment is adopted, Florida voters will have to make hundreds – and possibly thousands – of decisions regarding complex land-use planning issues while elected officials and local planners who have the training and knowledge needed to make such decisions will be stripped of their authority. At this time, Amendment 4 has met the signature threshold by submitting 689,819 valid petition signatures has been certified by the state for the November 2010 ballot. 

Citizens for Lower Taxes and a Strong Economy, Inc., a group of Florida business and community organizations concerned with the adverse impact that the amendment would have on the state, are leading the fight against Amendment 4 in 2010. NAIOP will continue to assist and support our Florida members in addressing this issue. 

Position

NAIOP of Florida (a coalition of NAIOP’s six Florida chapters) and NAIOP continue to oppose Amendment 4, a ballot initiative that would essentially halt all growth and development within the state of Florida. Growth management decisions should be determined by local officials and leaders who are trained to make informed assessments about the local region

