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C arnivores feeling sting
OIII A HA W () R t D - II ER A I, t)

of discrimination in Bomhay
I Neighborhoods

can savno meat-
J

eaters allou'ed.

BOMBAY, India (AP)
Never mind pets, smokers or
loud music. House hunters here,
more often than ever, are being
asked: "Do you eat meat?"

If yes, the deal is off.

As this city of 16 million be-
comes the cosmopolitan core of
a booming Indian economy, real
estate is intersecting with cui-
sine. More middle-class Indians
are moving in, many of them are
vegetarian, and the law is on
their side.

"Some people are very strict.
They won't sell to a nonvegeta-
rian even if he offers a higher
price than a vegetarian," said
real estate broker Norbert
Pinto.

Vegetarianism is a centuries-
old custom among Hindus, Jains
and others here. The govern-
ment estimates India has 224
million vegetarians, more than
anywhere else in the world and
about a quarter of the countrY's
1 bitlion population.

"Veg or nonveg?" is heard in
restaurarlts, at dinner Parties,
on airlines. And, increasinglY,
when house hunting.

In India, which is officially
secular, there's nothing to stoP
you and your neighbors from
forming a housing societY and
making your whole aPartment
block exclusively Catholic, Mus-
lim, Hindu or Zoroastrian.

Vegetarians say theY, too,
need such segregation.

Rejected home-seekers have
mounted court challenges to the
housing societies, but India's
highest tribunal ruled the Prac-
tice legal last year.

"It's just not fair. It's a mo-
nopoly by vegetarians," said Ki-
ran Talwar , 49, an engineer who
has watched vegetarianism take
over the restaurants and grocer-
ies of his childhood neighbor-
hood. "If you steP out to eat,
there's nothing for miles."

Indians are accustomed to
housing societies demarcated
by reli.gion, but separation bY
diet worries meat-eaters. Bom-
bay sees itself as a city wide
open to the world, and some
worry that the vegetarian tide
will damage that image.

Vikramaditya Ugra, a young
Bombay banker in search of an
apartment, said vegetarian
neighborhoods were fine in
neighboring Gujarat, a state
dominated by vegetarians.
"That's in tune with local sensi-
tivity," he said.

"But to impose this restric-
tion is not right in a cosmoPoli-
tan city like Bombay."


