The Honorable Zalmay Khalilzad

Permanent U.S. Representative to the United Nations

140 East 45th Street

New York, N.Y. 10017

Email: USUNPublicAffairs@state.gov
Dear Dr. Khalilzad,

I strongly urge you to vote NO against allowing Vietnam to become a Non-Permanent Member of the UN Security Council.  Vietnam's severe violations of religious freedom, free speech, and other basic human rights disqualify them from such a position of honor.

As you are aware, in 2004, Vietnam was first added to the annual CPC (Country of Particular Concern) designation because of government repression towards many religious believers.  The campaigns to force people to renounce their faith, the detainment of prisoners for their religious beliefs, and the physical mistreatment of these believers amounted to inexcusable human rights violations.  These human rights violations continue to this day.

In their efforts to gain Permanent Normal Trade Relations and WTO, Vietnam embarked on a disingenuous public relations campaign to cleanse its image as a human rights violator.  After the Vietnamese government was allowed to join the WTO, they immediately searched out the best, brightest and bravest of Vietnamese men and women who have spoken out on behalf of human rights and threw them into prison.  Human Rights Watch recently said this was the worst crackdown on human rights advocates in the last 20 years.  The recent unconscionable crackdown in Vietnam includes:

· The sentencing of 8 years in prison for Father Nguyen Van Ly

· The arrests of human rights attorneys Nguyen Van Dai, Le Thi Cong Nhan and Le Quoc Quan, and Nguyen Vu Binh

· The Khmer Krom Monk, Venerable Tim Sakhorn who had sought asylum in Cambodia was kidnapped by Vietnamese government agents in violation of international law and taken back to Vietnam and has now disappeared.

· Nearly 200 people are thought to have been held without trial, including the Venerable Thich Quang Do and Thich Huyen Quang, leaders of the outlawed Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam.

The Government of Vietnam has ignored countless requests from the US Congress to improve its human rights record, stop oppression and grant citizens greater political and religious freedoms.  Therefore, I urge you to vote NO on allowing Vietnam to become a Non-Permanent member of the UN Security Council.  Vietnam should not be allowed to become a member until it abides with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to which it agreed when Vietnam joined the United Nations.  Exceptions should not be made for Vietnam.

Respectfully Yours,

