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June 12, 2007

Fundraiser to Rock for Young Women


The New York City Domestic Violence Hotline receives 1,000 phone calls each month from teenagers, according to a recent report, reflecting how serious the issue of sexual exploitation is for young women in our city. In response, the New York Metro Chapter of the Younger Women’s Task Force (YWTF) is propelling young women into action and empowering girls who may be affected by sexual exploitation and violence. With an evening of music, spoken word, and comedy, the NY-YWTF is raising money to further future projects and to benefit GEMS (Girls Educational and Mentoring Services).

The June 29th fundraiser, Rock for Young Women, will assist GEMS in providing services to girls ages 12-21 years, who have experienced sexual exploitation and violence. GEMS offers young women empathetic, consistent support and viable opportunities for exiting unsafe and abusive lifestyles and developing their full potential. Proceeds will also support the NY-YWTF’s work on reproductive rights, voter education, and other issues important to young women in New York City. 

"As the New York Metro Chapter, we are very excited to raise money for a great local organization such as GEMS,” Stefanie Lopez-Boy, chapter director of NY-YWTF, said. “The mentoring and education GEMS does with girls is critical to grooming the young women leaders of tomorrow.”
 
Rock for Young Women will feature musical performances by Bouva, Boyskout, Tamara Fishman, Frank Hoier, and Recptor. Molly Kelleher and Maryann Schaub of Broad Comedy will present "It's Great To Wait," written by Katie Goodman. The evening will also include several spoken word performances.

The doors will open at 7 p.m. at the Knitting Factory (74 Leonard Street). Advance tickets are $15 and may be purchased at www.knittingfactory.com. Tickets at the door will be $20 with half of the proceeds going to GEMS (www.gems-girls.org) and the other half to NY-YWTF (www.ywtf.org).
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Stefanie Lopez-Boy, NY-YWTF Chapter Director
305-984-7543, s.lopezboy@gmail.com

Sarah Covert, NY-YWTF Director of Fundraising and Finance
504-458-9965, scc1927@yahoo.com
