Boston Computing Review

Meeting 002 : 6/11/6

L8 1o 10 o Lo U o PP 1
[0 (o= ] =TT 3
General TeChNOlOgy NEWS ... e e ae e aaenes 4
AN TS o A =T o= /2 S 4
How Google Is Killing the Internet.... ... e 5

Ubuntu Linux

Ubuntu, pronounced /ubuntd/ (0o-BOON-too), is a predominantly desktop-oriented
Linux distribution, based on Debian GNU/Linux. It is sponsored by Canonical Ltd
(owned by Mark Shuttleworth), and the name of the distribution comes from the
South African concept of ubuntu—roughly, "humanity towards others". It is released
roughly every six months, more frequently than Debian. Each release comes shortly
after new GNOME editions.!! It also has a stronger focus on usability than Debian.

Ubuntu version 6.06 LTS, codenamed "Dapper Drake", was released on June 1,
2006, and will be supported for 3 years on the desktop and 5 years on the server 2,
instead of the usual 18 months ™, Ubuntu aims to use only free software to provide
an up-to-date yet stable operating system for the average user. Ubuntu has a lively
user and support community=H4,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubuntu %28Linux distribution%?29

Ubuntu
http://www.ubuntu.com

Good Review of version 6
http://www.nuxified.org/the ubuntu dapper experience

Videos regarding ubuntu
http://video.google.com/videosearch?g=ubuntu

Easy Ubuntu
http://easyubuntu.freecontrib.org/
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EasyUbuntu is an easy to use (duh!) script that gives the ! u user the most commonly requested apps, codecs,
and tweaks that are not found in the base distribution - all with a few clicks of your mouse.
EasyUbuntu is so easy to use in fact, that even your grandma could be playing encrypted dvds, streaming Windows
Media, and sporting the latest Nvidia or Ati drivers in minutes! And yes, EasyUbuntu is GPL.
EasyUbuntu works on (¥/Kjubuntu and on all the three architectures (x86, AMD&4 and PPC).
If you are an Ubuntu user who wants to play mp3s, rip DVDs, or play Tux Racer at more than 3 frames per second, then
yes, welcome to Ubuntu bliss!
A list of all the great things EasyUbuntu installs and does can be found li=re. You can choose which packages are
installed, EasyUbuntu will not force you to do anything you don't want.,
Yes, EasyUbuntu, unlike its predecessors is now capable of doing its job without even touching your system setup
(such as your sources.list). It does not force install packages. Any modifications made are backed up.
Great! You can download EasyUbuntu here,
vl
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Six Things You Didn’t Know About Linux: A Beginner’s Guide
http://news.yahoo.com/s/cmp/20060603/tc cmp/188701092; ylt=AiMu9h2.tTdDDg
VCg61Tbrior7oF; ylu=X30DMTBjMHVgMTQ4BHNIYWN5bnN1YmNhdA--

Free WMWare Server
http://www.vmware.com/products/free virtualization.html
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Free Virtualization Products
Experlence the benefits of virtualization

Techrical Papeis:

Free Virtualization Products

Experience the benefits of virtualization — it's easy and risk free with the FREE virtualization Compars Senver Products

Wiware Technology Network

VMware Server
: : . o
. Start experiencing the benefits of virtualization with VWlware Server, a robust yet easy to use v o 2 8 7

product for users new to server virtualization technology. What is Virtual Infrastructurs?

What i a Virtuz| Appliancs?

Podcasts

http://thisweekintech.com/

Former TechTV hosts Leo Laporte, Kevin Rose, Patrick Norton, Robert Heron, John C.
Dvorak and many others in a roundtable discussion of the weeks big tech stories.
Entertaining and informative.

http://revision3.com/diggnation

General tech podcast. Sample of last show materials:

ThePirateBay.org Raided, Fox Confirms X-Men 4, I just want a cell-phone, Marrage
bad for scientists, Meet New (Random) Friends at Fo.rtuito.us, AMD + ATI = Love,
Online Workers paid 2¢ to draw Sheep Facing Left, Problems w/female gamers.

http://www.podcastalley.com/podcast details.php?pod id=5489

Manager Tools is a weekly podcast focused on helping you become a more effective
manager and leader. Each week we'll be talking about new tools and easy techniques
you can use to help achieve your management and career objectives. If you're tired
of a lot of management theory and would rather learn specific actions you can take
TODAY to improve your management performance, we think you'll enjoy the
manager tools podcast.

Does anyone know any enterprise technology type podcasts?



General Technology News

Net Neutrality

Newsgroups: easynews.announce

Subject: May 25th - Internet Neutrality

Date: Fri, 26 May 2006 00:28:32 GMT

Some of you may have heard or seen in the news lately rumblings of "net
neutrality" or a "tiered Internet". For those of you that haven't, the
issue is that the major telecommunications companies in the US
(including Verizon, AT&T and BellSouth) want to begin offering service
levels for backbone Internet traffic across their networks. This means
that sites such as Easynews, Yahoo, Google and others will have to pay
an additional fee to keep speeds high or risk being labeled "bulk"
Internet traffic with a lower quality of service.

The Internet runs today with the concept of "net neutrality" meaning
traffic on the backbone of the Internet is not given any preference

during delivery. It flows on a first-come, first-serve, best-effort

basis. A VoIP call, an e-mail, and your downloads from Easynews all have
the same priority. If net neutrality is done away with, those that

control the Internet backbones will have the ability to demand fees from
service providers (such as Easynews) for higher rates of service.

A higher rate of service basically means that traffic would have higher
priority over other traffic. There is no telling what limit this concept
could be taken to. A possible scenario could be "all non-premium traffic
will flow at 50KB/s, while premium traffic will be allowed to flow as

fast as possible". Even if a service provider were to pay a fee, it's

likely that if another service provider were to come along and pay a
higher fee, the first provider would be more or less where it started:
with a degraded level of service compared to the competition. This cycle
could repeat endlessly.

What this means to you, the customer, if legislation passes that
abolishes net neutrality is that costs could become substantially higher
to provide services on the Internet. Those costs would be reflected in
the price of the services. Free services could become pay and pay
services would become more expensive.

This is not something that will affect just Easynews, it will affect

every site in the US on the Internet. This concept, if proven to be
profitable to the big telecommunication companies here in the US, would
likely spread to the rest of the world. In short, this has the ability

to change the Internet as we know it. We believe it would not be for the
better.

If you live in the US, you can help with this issue! We encourage you to
learn more about the subject. Become informed and let your voice be
heard. Write your Congressman! Let them know that this issue is
important to you and you don't want service costs inflated. We firmly
believe that the major telecomm companies will be successful in their



lobbying efforts if the public does not make their voices heard.

Further information can be found at:
http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&g=net+neutrality&btnG=Search+New
s
http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&g=tiered+internet&btnG=Search+Ne
WS

http://www.cdt.org/speech/net-neutrality/

http://handsoff.org/

Write your Representatives online at:
http://www.house.gov/writerep/

Find your Senator's contact information at:
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact information/senators cfm.cfm

How Google Is Killing the Internet
http://www.fool.com/news/commentary/2006/commentary06060927.htm

By Seth Jayson (TMF Bent)
06/09/2006

It's nothing, I'm sure. No really, I mean it. It's just that, well, I noticed that
Google(Nasdaqg: GOOG) insiders are continuing to drop shares on the public at a
rate that boggles the mind. Here's just a brief peek at the latest tallies.

I bring it up only because I occasionally entertain the thought that Google has, in
fact, destroyed the Internet. Well, not the physical Internet, mind you. Just the
whole "looking for data" part of it that's key to Google's (alleged) information-based
mission. The part that's held the key (so far) to its financial success.

Any of you try searching lately? Notice the astounding lack of quality across the
board, even at revamped competitors like Yahoo!(Nasdag: YHOO) and
IAC/InterActiveCorp's (Nasdaqg: IACI) Ask.com? I feel your pain. I, too, have
spent hours stuck in the revolving door of link farms, splogs, and scraper sites.
These sites look like they contain content, but when you see the results page, often
it's not there (because of tricks like keyword stuffing and cloaking). If it is there, it's
often recycled material from other providers, compiled by an automated process.

The jokers who create these sites have one goal: Trying to get you to click on a
Google AdSense link.

Of course, such sites run contrary to Google's terms of service, but that hasn't
stopped zillions of them from popping up. In fact, a search on "adsense ready web
site" will give you a glimpse of the often-sleazy, bigger-than-a-cottage, scraper-site
industry that's sprung up to try to capitalize on the phenomenon.




How Google killed the golden goose.
There are multiple problems here, all of which will be costly (if not impossible) for
Google to eradicate. The first issue is good old-fashioned thievery.

Many of these spamsites are set up not just to catch us individual clickers, but also
to facilitate larger-scale click fraud -- the act of paying people or assigning networks
of "zombie" computers to click those ads thousands of times a day. Most of the
public is entirely clueless about this situation, but people who pay attention to the
space know this problem exists. Only its extent is unknown. Some say low teens as a
percentage of clicks; others shoot for half. Of course, Google, which has a ton to lose
if things are as bad as some outspoken Netizens believe, consistently lowballs the
number.

Why the lack of clarity? Because the inner workings of Google's click-recognition
procedures are opaque, and audited by ... Google! (Convenient, eh?) All anyone else
can do make guesses -- some researched, some not.

The other enabler for the explosion of spam content and click fraud is Google's
roughly 60% stranglehold on Web search, which gives it a pretty effective monopoly.
That's why I find the "self-correcting market" arguments regarding click fraud more
than a tad naive. Markets don't correct without competition and information, and I
don't think there's enough of either here to make a difference. Yet.

Take AdWords advertisers who believe their results are being watered down by click
fraud. Sure, they know they should bid lower on keywords to try to reflect that, but
are they going to do it? Can they afford to, with so many others out there who bid
high because (a) they don't know about the problem, or (b) they know much more
than they should, and they're able to use click fraud to recoup some of what they're
paying out?

I don't know the answers -- or even all of the questions. But if this problem is as bad
as some fear, it could eventually put a major crimp in Google's entire revenue
model, if not the entire pay-per-click business. I would argue that the explosion of
link farms and spamblogs is pretty decent evidence that the click-fraud biz is not
only alive and well, but also thriving at the expense of all of us. Except Google. For
now, anyway.

No mas!

Whether or not you believe that the junk sites out there peddling AdSense ads are
honest commerce or capitalizing on large-scale click fraud, there's little doubt in my
mind that we've got Google to thank for it. There's simply no reason for people to set
up these sites if they can't skim dough via third-hand revenue sharing enabled by
Google's business model. With Yahoo! and others set to get in on the same gig, I
don't think we'll see this trend abate.

I think that bodes for a return to the old days -- that the blogosphere that's being so
rapidly diluted and co-opted by these AdSense shenanigans will become a lot less
important. As a result, trusted information providers -- and some will doubtlessly be
blogs -- will become more important. As they realize the power of their information,
they'll be a lot less willing to allow Google to skim dollars off the content and
reputation they've worked to build.



Moreover, targeted, structured data behind the scenes will be the new source of
high-worth information, which means that businesses will be a lot more interested in
the user-generated recommendations that Netflix(Nasdaqg: NFLX) and
eBay(Nasdaq: EBAY) offer their millions of customers. That'll be a lot more useful
than what Google knows about 5,000 boy-crazy girls on MySpace or Blogspot who've
been trading reviews on Justin's latest single.

In other words, while other Web companies are taking steps to shut Google out,
Google's going to be left sifting the dregs, including all the garbage it helped create.

And I think Google knows that sooner or later, that well will be dry. This, I believe, is
why Big Goo is so desperate to get you to use its new online spreadsheet in addition
to Gmail, and chat, and its desktop snooping -- I mean search -- tool. It seems that
Google is dying to know everything about you, because otherwise, it falls behind in
the advertising war.

Google can do anything!

There's not much Google can do to stop the way information will be structured on
the Net in the future (except perhaps to intercept it all via Wi-Fi?). But you'd think it
could do more about the link farms, splogs, and click fraud. So why doesn't Google
do more to put the brakes on this problem? Interesting question, because it makes a
couple of assumptions that I find faulty.

The first is that Google can stop it. I don't buy that. I think when you pit a few
hundred Google Smarty Pantses -- who are getting fat on stock options and gourmet
meals at the Big Goo campus -- against many thousand enterprising schemers on
the Internet, the battle will go to those hungry schemers every time.

Next, what makes you think Google wants to stop it? With AdSense providing so
much of Google's revenue, I don't think Big Goo is in any hurry to flip over the rock
and show everyone out there what's underneath. And that's where those stock sales
come back in. Why do insiders continue to drop all those billions if the sky's the
limit? Diversification? Ha! Go ahead, pull the other one.

I believe they're getting while the getting's good. The easy money may be drying up;
the stock's still floating on air; they're not going to wait around and see what
happens to their options once the herd figures that out. (Hey, what would you do?)

Don't believe the hype

If you're an investor in Google who reads the Fool, you've already seen that the
valuation is apparently insane by any rational measure. Take a hard look at this
problem, and a hard look at those insider sales, and then ask yourself why on Earth
Google is spending time on doodads that no one needs, like an online spreadsheet. 1
think the answer is "because it needs news that looks like the future."

And Google gets it, oddly enough. How many confused reporters and bleary-eyed
copy-desk editors does it take to convince the world that Google is about to Kill
Microsoft(Nasdaqg: MSFT) on multiple fronts? How long before people begin to try
matching up the headlines with reality? Take Big Goo's much-hyped forays into
photos, email, chat, Wi-Fi, print ads, online classifieds, online word processing, and
spreadsheets. What does it offer, and how does it make money?




That's not much of a concern for the press out there, which is blissfully unaware of

its prime position as Most Likely to Be Head Dupe in Google's hype machine. All the
newsroom knows is that Google is prime headline fodder, and more importantly, it's
not Microsoft, so everything it does must be worthy of ink.

Foolish conclusions

The reality for investors is that Google is an advertising network -- a pretty good
one, but just an advertising network. As other search providers like Microsoft have
caught up and even surpassed Big Goo -- check out Redmond's new maps and local
search -- it's become clear Google's not the only one that can do things right. That's
good for most of us, because it means that Google can't actually wreck the Internet,
at least not forever. But for speculators who concentrate more on the "gee whiz"
than on the price they're paying for an at-risk bottom line, Google could wreck their
portfolios quite efficiently.

At that point, those ever-more-diversified insiders that we discussed in the beginning
of this story will look pretty clever indeed.

Site Referenced in the Article Above. Notice the substantial selling of stock by
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