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Jodi Chemes 
FVA’s New Board Member  

 

            Jodi Chemes became an activist in 2004 after 
viewing a video depicting a sheep being sheared and 
then thrown over a fence. That film made her realize 
that there are billions of animals out there whom she 
had never given a thought to. After researching the way 
that farmed animals are raised and slaughtered, she felt 
compelled to dedicate her life to informing people 
about the issues that she had never been told about. 
Shortly after this, Jodi attended a conference at Farm 
Sanctuary where she saw the film “ Peaceable King-
dom”  and learned more about factory farming, where 
98% of the animal products in the US come from 
(www.factoryfarming.com). Animals on factory farms 
are treated like machinery and this caused her to take 
action.  
Jodi then went on to help form an organization called 
Compassionate Consumers (CC) in Rochester, NY. 

CC’s main purpose was to conduct an undercover in-
vestigation of a local hen factory farm run by Wegmans 
Food Markets, one of the largest grocery store chains in 
the country. Wegmans was named Fortune’s number 
one company to work for in 2005 and is also the only 
grocery store chain in the country that owns and oper-
ates its own egg factory, which houses about 750,000 
hens. Three investigators went into the factory at night 
and filmed the conditions that the hens must live in for 
the duration of the time before they are “spent”  and 
slaughtered (approximately one year). See http://www.
chooseveg.com/eggs.asp for more info about egg pro-
duction. Subsequent to the investigation, CC released a 
film called “Wegmans Cruelty”  which attained national 
media coverage including articles in the NY Times and 
a feature on Primetime. Adam Durand, the producer 
of the film was acquitted of burglary and petit larceny 
charges, but has served time in prison for trespassing. 
Adam also may have to serve additional time in prison 
depending upon the outcome of the appeal. See http://
www.wegmanscruelty.com for more info. Jodi was fired 
from her job as a result of her appearances on the local 
news making statements about Wegmans, which hap-
pened to be a client of her former employer. Jodi spent 
a year and a half as the Campaign Coordinator/
Treasurer/Public Relations Manager of Compassionate 
Consumers.  
After she left Rochester and moved to Florida, Jodi 
started a meetup group that can be accessed at http://
animalrights.meetup.com/157. Her main forms of activ-
ism are leafleting, tabling, and restaurant outreach. 
When Jodi learned of Florida Voices for Animals 
(FVA), she combined her meetup group with FVA 
meetings.                                 (Continued on page 4) 
 
 
 

I  am the voice of the voiceless; 
Through me the dumb shall speak, 

Till the deaf world's ears be made to hear 
The wrongs of the wordless weak. 

....................... 
And I  am my brothers keeper, 

And I  will fight his fights; 
And speak the words for beast and bird 

Till the world shall set things right. 
- Ella Wheeler  Wilcox 

 

FVA now has an easy to remember  website name: www.
flor idavoicesforanimals.org !  Please visit it often and click on 
Calendar  for  the most up-to-the-minute coverage of our 
events 
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            The Pets Evacuation and Trans-
por tation Standards (PETS) Act, S. 
2548 and H.R. 3858, would require state and 

local agencies to include pets in their 
disaster plans. 
            Disasters, whether natural or 
person-made, range from forest fires to 

tornadoes to hurricanes.  In cases where people have to 
evacuate, many irresponsible people will abandon their 
companion animals to fend for themselves.  Many 
would have wanted to take their companion animals to 
the shelters, but couldn’ t.   
            This bill will ensure that many shelters will be 
companion-animal friendly, thus ensuring that the ani-
mals will not be abandoned during a crisis.   
———————————————————————— 

 

STUDENTS AGAINST DISSECTION 
You cannot be forced to perform dissection. Bi-
ology should be the study of life – not the cause 
of death!  Contact National Anti-Vivisection 

Society (NAVS) at 800-922-3764 or www.navs.
org to get a list of alternatives. 

—————————————————————————— 

The Captive Pr imate Safety Act, S. 
1509 and H.R. 1329, prohibits interstate and 
foreign commerce in nonhuman primates for the pet 
trade. Some 15,000 primates are in private hands, and 
recent high-profile attacks, as well as disease threats, 
underscore the need for this legislation. 
 

Amer ican Horse Slaughter Prevention 
Act (S1915/ HR 503) 

          Horse slaughter for hu-
man consumption, whether here 
or for export, is horrendous to 
anyone who loves animals.  
Horses have been such an inte-
gral part of history in the devel-
opment of nations from every 

part of the globe.  They offered companionship, help-
ful labor, and most importantly, transportation.    
 
They are magnificent, powerful, intelligent creatures 
who don’ t deserve to be betrayed by people who view 
them as commodities for profit.   
            Please support Reps. Sweeney, Spratt, Whit-
field, and Rahall in the House and Senators Ensign and 
Landrieu who are behind this important bill. 
  
You can find your State Senator and Representative by 
calling (800) 342-1827 or visit www.leg.state.fl.us    
Thank you for taking action and for all you do on be-
half of animals! 
 
 

The Spor tsmanship in Hunting Act, S. 
304 and H.R 1688, seeks to halt the interstate 
transport of exotic animals for use in canned hunts. H.
R. 1558, puts an end to an associated activity—
Internet hunting—in which a hunter can click a com-
puter mouse to bag a trophy at a canned hunt facility. 
There’s also a tax scam in which trophy hunters write 
off their killing sprees by donating their mounts to 
pseudo-museums. 
 
 
 
 

The Truth in Fur Labeling Act, H.R. 
4904, requires important product information for 
consumers who purchase fur-trimmed garments, so 
they are not left in the dark as to whether the trim on 
their collars or cuffs came from wild animals who were 
caught in steel-jawed leghold traps, from intensively 
confined animals on factory farms, or even from dogs 
or cats. 

FVA’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President:                          TBA 
Vice President:                  Myr iam Parham 
Secretary:                          Suzanne House 
Treasurer:                          Mar ie Galbraith  
Others:                              Lana Smithson 

John Moyer 
Jodi Chemes 

 
NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Publisher:                          Trevor  Chin 
Editors:                             Myr iam Parham 
                                          Trevor  Chin 
                                          Lana Smithson 
                                          Jodi Chemes 
 

BOARD ADVISORS 
                                          Trevor  Chin 
                                          Kr is Dotson 
                                          Susan Roghair  
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Thanks! 
· 4/22 - Earth Day at Lowry Park - Mar ia Bott, 

Mar ie Galbraith, Ar turo La Cruz &  Carolina 
Rodr iguez, Lana Smithson, Amber &  Myr iam 
Parham  

· 4/29 - 4/30 - Green Thumb Festival, Walter Fuller 
Park, St. Pete - Jodi Chemes, Lana Smith-
son.........  

· USF leafletting - Jodi Chemes, Ar turo La Cruz, 
Lana Smithson 

 

News of Interest 
 
Sierra Club Director  Resigns to Protest Hunting 
Pr ize  
Sierra Club Director Paul Watson, one of the 15 Na-
tional Directors of the Sierra Club has resigned from 
the National Board of the Sierra Club. He was elected 
to the Board of Directors in 2003 for a three year term. 
His term ends May 17, 2006. Paul tendered his resigna-
tion on April 17 to protest the use of Club resources to 
finance a sport hunting trip to encourage hunting. Di-
rector Watson was not notified of a contest posted in 
January 2006. The contest is an essay competition enti-
tled Why I Hunt?  
Link: http://www.sierraclub.org/huntingfishing/
whyihunt/  
The first prize is a $12,700 hunting trip to the Sports-
man’s Lodge in Alaska. Additional prizes totaling 
$3,000 will also be awarded.  
“Last year they turned down my request for a $5,000 
grant to assist the rangers in the Galapagos National 
Park deal with poachers."  
Director Watson last year protested the posting of pic-
tures of Sierra Club leaders posing with their trophy 
kills on the Sierra Club website. Each year, the Club is 
spending over two hundred thousand dollars on hunter 
outreach programs despite the fact that less than 20% 
of the Sierra Club membership are hunters.  
Link: http://www.sierraclub.org/huntingfishing/
whoweare.asp  
Director Watson who has been a Sierra Club member 
since 1968 thinks the Club is forgetting its role as a 
conservation organization. “This is John Muir’s Sierra 
Club,”  he said, “ It is not supposed to be the Sahara 
Club. You can’ t love nature with a gun.”   
 
 
 
 

More Mad Cow Cases in Canada 
Canada has found a seventh cow in-
fected with mad cow disease, four 
this year! Some were reported born 
after Canada took safety precautions 
related to animal feed that should 

have prevented the animals from being infected. This 
last case put a stop to U.S. plans to a major increase in 
Canadian beef & cattle imports, according to the Agri-
culture Dept. The U.S. had originally imposed blanket 
restrictions against Canadian cattle & beef after Canada 
found its first case of the disease in May 2003. Source: 
The Tampa Tribune, 7/29/06 
 

Letter from member :  
“FVA©s presence at Earth Day was fantastic -- from the 
displays to the yummy food and all the wonderful FVA 
people there. It was well done in every way. Looking 
forward to working with your great people again soon! 
Please keep me in mind for future tabling events. I will 
also check the FVA calendar from time to time” – Joan  
 

Animals Asia©s hosts China©s 1st 
ever Companion Animal Sympo-
sium!  
Earlier this year Animals Asia hosted and organized the 
first ever China Companion Animal Symposium which 
saw 32 local Mainland Chinese groups vote unani-
mously for a ban on the slaughter of dogs and cats for 
their meat and fur! Held in Guangzhou - the dog eating 
capital of China - five important resolutions were 
passed with 100% majority, as everyone pledged to 
work together in the years ahead to improve the lives of 
all companion animals in China. It is through their pio-
neering "Friends... or Food" campaign that major in-
roads such as this are being made. “The next step will 
see us working on developing these crucial resolutions 
into practical solutions and regulations that will create 
real change for dogs and cats” , reports Animals Asia. 
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Jodi (Continued from page 1) 

The focus of her leafleting efforts have been through 
Vegan Outreach’s “ Adopt-A-College”  program. This 
program allows people to pick a college at which to 
distribute literature. Jodi and fellow FVA member, 
Lana Smithson, committed about an hour or two each 
week to distributing “ Even if You Like Meat”  pam-
phlets at University of South Florida during the spring 
semester. During the 4 hours a week combined that the 
two leafleted, a total of over 4,800 leaflets were re-
ceived by college students. Jodi finds this activity to be 
the most rewarding of all and has had wonderful ex-
periences with people on campus. Vegan Outreach ap-
proximates that for every 300 pamphlets handed out, 5-
10 people go vegan.  
Therefore, last semester Jodi and Lana influenced be-
tween 80 and 160 people to go vegetarian! That means 
they accomplished saving the lives of between 6,400 
and 12,800 animals PER YEAR!!!! Jodi encourages as 
many people as possible to partake in this activity be-
cause she believes it is one of the most effective forms 
of activism. 
In addition to leafleting, Jodi has coordinated informa-
tion tables at various events around Tampa Bay includ-
ing the Pinellas Living Green Expo and the Hillsbor-
ough River Festival. Jodi also helped start http://www.
vegtampabay.com (along with Michelle LaFleur  and 
Chr istina Arasmo) and uses the website to encourage 
restaurants to add more animal-friendly meal choices to 
their menus. The website also serves as a way to assist 
residents of Tampa Bay in making more compassionate 
eating decisions. Look for the FVA sponsored veg-
tampabay.com advertisement in the Weekly Planet 
starting this fall. Thanks to Kar in Kreutzer  for coordi-
nating the ad, and to Dean Stanford for creating the 
printed VegTampaBay Guide. 
Additionally, start looking around Tampa Bay for “Veg 
Stands”  which house free literature about starting a cru-
elty-free lifestyle. These stands were purchased by 
FVA and coordinated by Jodi and fellow FVA mem-
bers, Dean Stanford and Karin Kreutzer. 
Jodi is happy to assist anyone who wants guidance in 
how to most effectively help animals in whatever ca-
pacity works best for their lifestyle. She intends to 
dedicate as much time as possible in the future to help-
ing FVA save the lives of animals. 

 
 
 
 

FVA Making Str ides!  
            Are you a college student who wants to make a 
difference in the lives of farm animals? If so, FVA has 
a number of activities to choose from to help animals 
on your campus. You will be surprised at how easy it is 
to help farm animals at your school. Contact Jodi at 
727-237-6223 for more information.  
            This fall FVA will be continuing to partake in 
Vegan Outreach’s “Adopt-a-College”  program. In the 
Spring semester of 2006, FVA volunteers distributed 
over 4,800 informational leaflets to college students in 
the Tampa Bay Area. The leaflets that we used are pro-
duced by Vegan Outreach and are titled “Even If You 
Like Meat” . Our leafletters have reported wonderful 
experiences with people on campus and commented 
that this was one of the most rewarding activities they 
have done. Vegan Outreach approximates that for every 
300 pamphlets handed out, 5-10 people go vegan. 
Therefore, last semester we influenced between 80 and 
160 people to go vegetarian! That means we accom-
plished saving the lives of between 6,400 and 12,800 
animals PER YEAR!!!!  

Imagine the impact that you could have by par-
ticipating in this program. We are currently looking for 
volunteers to help us leaflet during the upcoming Fall 
semester. If you have one or two hours each week dur-
ing the weekday and would like to help us educate stu-
dents about farm animal issues, please call Jodi at 727-
237-6223. We will gladly train you as an Adopt-A-
College Volunteer. For more info on the program, visit 
http://www.veganhealth.org/colleges and/or call us at 
the number above. We need help exceeding our num-
bers from last semester! 
            This Fall, FVA will be participating in the Farm 
Sanctuary Walk for Farm Animals. We are looking for 
people willing to walk or to sponsor someone. There 
will be a walk in St. Petersburg on September 2nd at Vi-
noy Park. Please contact Heather Allen at 813-810-
5396 or tampa@walkforfarmanimals.org to pledge or 
to sign up to walk. There is also a walk in Ft. Lauder-
dale on October 1st. Please contact Brad King at 305-
609-2551 or miami@walkforfarmanimals.org for info 
about the Ft. Lauderdale walk. All proceeds will go to 
benefit Farm Sanctuary. Participating in the walk will 
help educate people about farm animal issues. FVA 
will bring our body TV (a wearable television) to show 
people the living conditions of animals on factory 
farms. For other locations that there will be a Walk for 
Farm Animals please visit http://www.
walkforfarmanimals.org/2006_locations.htm. 

Jodi Chemes 
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Please help save the trees and the environment, which will protect the animals!  This will also save FVA money and postage!  Would 
you like your newsletter sent by: 

____ Regular Mail or ____ Email or ____ Download it from our FVA website? 

YES, I  want to support Flor ida Voices for  Animals, Inc. 
Enclosed is my annual membership fee or donation: 

     �  $250 Lifetime  �  $50 Patron  �  $25 Family  �  $15 Individual   �  $10 Student   � _____ Other 
NAME: _________________________________  PHONE: _____________ FAX:  _____________                                 
ADDRESS: _____________________________   CITY: ______________ST: ___  ZIP: _________                  
E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________        
I  would like to volunteer for:   
�  Phone Tree   �  Attending Demonstrations   �  Staffing Outreach Tables  �  Volunteer in the Office 

     �  Animal Rescue   �  Investigations  �  Other:____________________________________________                                  

FVA on Public Access Cable 
Producers:  John Moyer 
                     Lana Smithson 
                     Melissa Bray 
                     Bever ly Powell  
 
Pinellas County: 
Access Pinellas (www.accesspinellas.org)                    

Ch 96      Please contact station at 727-453-3057 for 
schedule 

            
Hillsborough County: 
Tampa Bay Community Network (www.tbcn.org)  
(813) 254-1687 

Ch 19      Fri  6:30-7pm  
Ch 20      Tue 7:30-8pm 

 

GOOD NEWS 
             
�        CONGRATULATIONS to Stella Pavlides & 
her organization the Amer ican Vitiligo Research 
Foundation, which received the PETA Lifesaver 
Award for the month of February this year. Details at 
animalsavingclub.com. Note: This is the "only humane 
vitiligo charity in the world", says Stella. It is the only 
one that does not do any animal research. Please sup-
port this very valuable work. Stella can be reached at: 
stella@avrf.org or check out the web page at AVRF.
org 
�        Farm Sanctuary Reports Victory in Foie 
Gras Campaign in April, Farm Sanctuary reported a 
historic move, when the Chicago City Council banned 
the sale of cruel foie gras within city limits! The pass-
ing of this humane proposal, introduced by Alderman 
Joe Moore, makes Chicago the first city in America to 
enact such a measure. The vote relays the humane 

concerns of Illinois citizens who were recently polled 
by Zogby, revealing an overwhelming 79 percent of 
whom agree that foie gras production should be 
banned in the state. This legislation should have a 
positive impact across the country.  
 
�        FVA unveils new “Body TV” at Earth Day Ta-
bling.  The new “body worn”  TV purchased from 
PETA was used to show videos to educate the public. 
It was well received & has been used at other tabling 
events. Board member Lana Smithson reports from 
another tabling, “ I took the body TV to USF on 
Wednesday. Roger McDowell, met me there and we 
both leafleted while I wore the TV. Between the two 
of us, we handed out about 900 Even If You Like 
Meats. (Roger handed out most of them, as it wasn©t as 
easy to leaflet while wearing the TV--but it can be 
done!) 
 

Gopher 
Tor toise 
There©s a light at 
the end of the bur-
row for the under-
ground-dwelling 
gopher tortoise. In 
June, the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission voted to 
uplist the shelled reptile to "threatened," giving it more 
protection in the state. And next month, the Commis-
sion will bring to an end a rule that caused many of 
these creatures to be buried alive in their burrows dur-
ing construction projects - Defenders of Wildlife 
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Our mission is to educate the public about animal abuse and exploitation. Please renew your mem-
bership if it has expired.  Read your label. 
M Paid membership and renewal date   L   L ifetime member  

   X  Newsletter  exchange                             C  Courtesy  
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Calendar 
Of 

 Events 
08/03 (Thu) – Sara-

sota in Defense of Animals (SDA) Holly-
wood Night at The SpeakEasy 7pm-
10pm.  5254 Ocean Blvd, Sarasota  Dinner 
and Live & Silent Auction  $125/person 
RSVP 941-915-0302   
 
08/05 (Sat) – Humane Society of Tampa 
Bay (HSTB) Pet Telethon 1pm-6pm.  
WFLA Channel 8  813-876-7138  
 
08/10 (Thu) - 08/14 (Mon)  Animal 
Rights (AR) 2006,  Hilton Mark Center, 
Washington DC Make new friends and 
meet like-minded compassionate people.  
Learn lots of neat stuff!   888-ASK-FARM 
or visit www.arconference.org  
 
08/12 (Sat) – Tampa Vegan Meetup Din-
ner  5pm-7:30pm . Trang Viet Cuisine 1524 
E Fowler Ave, Tampa, FL 33612  813-979-
1464  Invite friends and family! RSVP with 
Michelle 813-365-0317  
 

08/17 (Thu) - FVA Mtg &  Animal Rights 
Meetup, Free Vegan Samples, 7pm-9pm 
Jimmy B Keele Library, 2902 West Bearss 
Ave, Tampa 813-264-3831  
 
08/26 (Sat) – Nutr ition Smar t Health 
Food Store Fundraiser  for  FVA 9am-
9pm, 14847 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, 
33618  Request at checkout that 10% of 
your purchase total  be donated to FVA. 
============================== 
09/02 (Sat)  - Farm Sanctuary Walk for  
Animals 10am Vinoy Park, St Petersburg 
FL  Contact Heather Allen  813-810-5396 
or visit www.walkforfarmanimals.org/
locations/tampa.htm 
 
09/02 (Sat) – 09/05 (Tue) Take Action for  
Animals Rennaisance Hotel, Washington 
DC  Learn how to make a difference.  Con-
tact Dina McDaniel 202-778-6132 or visit 
www.takingactionforanimals.com  
 
09/09 (Sat) – Tampa Vegan Meetup Din-
ner  5pm-7:30pm . Trang Viet Cuisine 1524 
E Fowler Ave, Tampa, FL 33612  813-979-
1464  Invite friends and family! RSVP with 
Michelle 813-365-0317  

09/23 (Sat) – No More Homeless Pets 
Fall Adoption Expo 9am-2pm, Museum of 
Science & Industry MOSI, 4801 E. Fowler 
Ave, Tampa  www.nmhp-hc.org  
 
09/23 (Sat) – Nutr ition Smar t Health 
Food Store  Fundraiser  for  FVA 9am-
9pm, 14847 N Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, 
33618  Request at checkout that 10% of 
your purchase total be donated to FVA. 
 
09/?? (Thu) - Pasco Veg/Vegan Society, 
6pm-8:30pm Hudson Regional Library 
8012 Library Rd, Hudson, Fl. 34667 
Contact  Michelle (813)365-0317 
 
============================== 
Vegan/Vegetar ian Families/children play 
group, If interested, please call FVA at 
727-656-8368 or melc23@email.msn.com 


