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UTH FLORIDA RIDERS CLUB
BYLAWS

ARTICLE 1

HIP

Membership in the South Florida Riders Club is open to any person that
is at least eighteen (18) years of age, regardless of make or model of
motorcycle. As a chapter of the Honda Rider’s Club of America (0377)
membership is recommended, but not mandatory. Any person that is not
an individual member of HRCA is not entitled to HRCA benefits. Full
membership is required to hold office.

Members and their guests must conduct themselves in a manner that is
consistent with promoting a positive image of motorcycling, the HRCA,
and the SFRC. Misconduct of any kind, including, but not limited to, any
riding practices or other behavior that may endanger the club members
and their guests may be grounds for expulsion from a club activity and/or
termination from this chapter and will be addressed by the Executive

board in its sole discretion.

The consumption of any alcoholic beverages during any club activity is
discouraged. The consumption of any alcoholic beverage during a riding
activity is prohibited and is grounds for expulsion from that activity and/or
termination of membership by the Executive Board in its sole discretion.

The Executive Board reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to require
that any club guests who participate in more than two (2) riding activities
complete a membership application, pay annual dues and become an
official member of the club.

ARTICLE 11

FEES AND DUES

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Dues shall be paid by all members and by the dates specified to maintain
membership in this chapter.

The amount of dues payable shall be determined by a majority vote of the
members.

‘All members must be current with their dues to have voting privileges.



MEETINGS

Section 1.

TICLE 111

Regular meetings of the chapter shall be held during the third week of
every month at such an hour and place as the chapter, from time to time,
shall designate.

Section 2. The Executive Board shall meet whenever it is necessary.
ARTICLE IV

ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

Section 1. All officers must be HRCA members.

Section 2. The officers of the chapter shall be a President, a Vice President, a

- Secretary and a Treasurer.

Section 3. Nominations for all officers of this chapter shall be made from the floor at
the regular May meeting of each year with the election to be held at the
following meeting in June. All elections shall be by the secret ballot with
a majority vote of all members present at the time. Newly elected officers
will take charge when the next fiscal year begins on the first of July.

Section 4. The terms for all officers shall be one (1) year. There will be no term
limitations.

Section 5. Any vacancy in office shall be filled by a special election held at the next
meeting following the announcement of the vacancy.

Section 6. The Executive Board shall consist of the President, Vice President,

Secretary, Treasurer and the sponsoring Honda dealer
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ARTICLE V

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.  The President presides at meetings of the chapter and the Executive Board.
The President has general supervision of the operation of the chapter. The
President cannot make any actions or contracts binding against the chapter
without authorization of the chapter requiring two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
Executive Board.

Section2.  The Vice President shall preside in the absence of the President.

Section 3. The Secretary shall have custody of the Chapter bylaws and all other
records. The Secretary will maintain an accurate record of all club meetings
and activities.

Section 4. The Treasurer receives and disburses all funds of the chapter. The
Treasurer will be responsible for paying any debts owed by the chapter and
will keep an accurate record of all transactions. The Treasurer will make
regular financial reports when requested by the President or the Executive
Board.

ARTICLE VI
LES OF ORDE

Section 1.  The general procedure of meetings of this chapter shall be in harmony with
the guidelines set forth in ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER, at the discretion
of the Executive Board, as long as there are no conflicts with these bylaws
or the HRCA charter.

ARTICLE Vi
LIABILITY AND D N

Section 1.  This chapter and its members shall be responsible for expenses incurred at
its discretion in the activities approved by the membership or the Executive
Board. In the event of dissolution of the chapter, all indebtedness will be paid
from the existing funds with any remaining funds being donated to a non-
profit charity voted on by the majority of the remaining members.



- ARTICLE Vil

AMENDMENTS

Section 1.

These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of this chapter by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present and voting. Any amendments
must be submitted in writing prior to a vote being taken. Upon its adoption
by this chapter, any amendment to these bylaws must be with the consent of
the Administrator of the Honda Rider’s Club of America.



Article IX

SAFETY
Section I-

1.

Section II-

Safety Bylaw

Ride safety officer

In order to encourage safe riding there shall be a safety officer at each
ride.

If the club "safety officer” is present he or she will be designated ride
safety office.

If the club *safety officer” is not present, then any executive officer
present ( president, vice president, secretary, or treasurer) shall function as
ride safety officer.

If no executive office is present then the "ride captain” shall function as
officer.

Duties

If any rider notices unsafe rider practices (any riding practices that may
endanger the rider or other riders in the group) it should be reported to the
safety officer.

The safety officer will evaluate the problem and take actions to correct it.
There actions may include but not be limited to:
A. Discussing problem with rider

B. Repositioning rider in the group.
C Expelling rider from the group. (that ride only)



ARTICLE X

WEB SITE GUIDELINES

1. SFRC.ORG is the sole property of the South Florida Riders
club.

2. The President shall have sole administrative rights to the
web site, including account numbers and passwords.

3. The President shall appoint a qudlified web master to
update or delete information as needed.

4. The web master can be a member or non-member.

S. The Board of Directors shall determine content and policy
of the web site.

6. All members in good standing shall have complete access to
the web site.



Special Riding Situations
An excerpt from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Motorcycle RiderCourse - Riding and Street Skills

ROADWAY CONDITIONS

There are a number of things that can make the roads you ride on more challenging. In fact, the
road surface itself can be a problem. Here are just a few of the surface imperfections you may

encounter:

Gravel roads - will reduce traction and give the motorcycle a “loose” feel. Reduce your
speed and don't change direction or speed abruptly

Spills - of sand, gravel, fuel or coolant on the pavement will create slick spots that may
surprise you. Use SIPDE to avoid them. If you can’'t avoid them, ride through at a constant
speed. Make any changes in speed and direction before you reach the slippery patch.

Rain grooves - will give your motorcycle a loose feel, but don’t reduce traction. Reduce
your speed as necessary to feel comfortable.

Bridge gratings - combine the loose feel of rain grooves with reduced traction, especially
when wet. Slow before you reach them and avoid abrupt changes of speed and direction
once you're on them.

Bumps and cracks - are obstacles to ride over. If large enough, they may jar your
motorcycle off its path. Cross them at as close to 90 degrees as possible, maintain a
constant speed and if necessary, rise off the seat as you go over them.

Crowned roads - will limit your lean angle in left turns by reducing cornering clearance.
Adjust your speed accordingly.

Icy or extremely slick surfaces - squeeze the clutch and coast straight through.

Even the best road surface can give you problems under certain conditions. Mud, snow, gravel,
sand, ice, fuel and oil spills can reduce traction. And of course there is rain, the largest of water
spills. Any time traction is reduced, lower your speed and avoid any abrupt moves. The road
surface is slickest during the first minutes of the rain before the dirt and oil are washed away. Try
to avoid riding during the falling of the first drops.



GROUP RIDING
by Ray Vega
Certified MSF Instructor

BE PREPARED: .

MOTORCYCLE - Is your motorcycle in good running order ?

Full tank of gas

Battery water levels checked

Front and rear tires checked

Tire repair kit and tools in the bike "
RIDER / CO-RIDER - Are you mentally and physically ready to ride ?

Rain gear in the bike

Extra clothes for change in the weather

Eat before you go

Bathroom break )

Wear proper clothes at the beginning of the ride

When the group is ready to leave. you want to be ready too. Don't make the group wait.

MEETING PLACE: ‘ ) _
Make sure the place where the group is to meet is large enough for everyone to line up.

Also, make sure it is safe for everyone to get into and out of the meeting place.

GROUP LEADER:
The Road Captain should. .
> Determine how many motorcycles are going on the ride and how many groups are needed.

Groups should be small and in odd numbers (ie: 5 or 7) i

> Appoint group leader(s) and “mud flap(s)”. Many times the Road Captain is the leader and the Safety Officer
is tﬁe mud flap. If you have multiple groups, it is suggested that the Safety officer be the last bike in the last
group. This will give him / her the opportunity to observe the group(s) for possible riding problems that may
need to be discussed later. )

> Determine who is experienced and who is not experienced in group riding. Beginners should be placed up
front (second bike in a group). Try not to have more than one or two inexperienced rider in each group.

. Determine who has amrﬁl who does not have CB’s. The leader and the mud flap should have CB's. Place the
riders without CB's between riders that do have CB’s and define some basic hand signals to be used.

DEPARTURE BRIEFING:

The Group Leader(s) and "Mud Flap(s)” should:

. Assign a group position for each rider. Determine if there is aRprob!em with the assignment. Some riders do
not like to ride on the left side or the right side of the lane. Riders with trailers and / or sidecars should be
positioned to the rear of the group, in front of the “Mud Flap”. This will provide trailers and sidecars with a little
more reaction time.

> If there is more then one (1) group, assign group numbers (ie: group 1, group 2 etc).

Use the group number when communicating instructions on the CB. Do not rely on the Leader and / or Mud
Flap to recognize a voice

> Determine what CB channel will be used. Remind everyone to keep the “chit chat” to a minimum. This does
not mean you can not talk. just remember the CB is used by the Leader and Mud Flap to communicate

roblems and / or instructions. i )

> etermine the route to be taken. A good suggestion is to have mini maps ready to hand out. On long rides,
ha\;%éhe _rltex; stop planned and announce when it will be (ie: the next stop will be in approximately 1.5 hours
or miles).

> Discuss the speed the group will be traveling;. It is suggested that v:u follow the posted speed limits.
Remember. you may have to make exceptions for inexperienced riders. You do not want to travel too fast, so
that the group is spread out on the highway. :

> Assign one group member as the rider who will stop to assist other members if a problem should develop.

GROUP FORMATION:

Use a standard staggered formation with the two (2&{second minimum rule (weather and road conditions permitting).

What is the standard staggered formation with the two (2) second minimum rule ?

» The lead bike starts in the left hand position of the lane.

The second bike lines up in the right hand position of the lane, one (1) second behind the leader.
The third bike lines up in the left hand position of the lane, 2 seconds behind the leader.
The fourth bike lines up in the right hand position of the lane, 2 seconds behind the second bike.
the "Mud FlaE" lines up in the same lane position as the leader (the left hand position), 2 seconds
behind the bike directly in front of him (ie: the 3™ bike).

ROAD AND TRAFFIC CONDITIONS MAY DETERMINE A CHANGE IN THE USE OF THE STANDARD STAGGERED FORMATION.

USING THE STANDARD STAGGERED FORMATION:
Two lane - two way traffic: use the standard staggered formation as mentioned above.
Four lane - two way traffic: :
If the group is using the right lane: use the standard staggered formation.

If the group is using the left lane:
the lead bike starts in the RIGHT hand position of the lane. The remaining bikes will follow in the

corresponding opposite lane positions. (ie: 2™ bike in the left hand position, the 3" bike in the right
hand position and so on). '

T YT T w



GROUP FORMATION continued . ...
Six lane - two way traffic S_ex ress wa¥_£ interstate

ITIS SUGGESTED THA

HE CENTER LANE BE USED ON THIS TYPE OF HIGHWAY.

ITWILL ALLOW YOU MULTIPLE OPTIONS TO AVOID PROBLEMS (ESCAPE ROUTES).

Mountain roads:

If the group is using the right lane (slow lane): use the standard staggered formation.
If the group is using the center lane: use the standard staggered formation.

If the group is using the left lane (fast Iangl): ) ) ) )
the lead bike starts in the RIGHT hand position of the lane. The remaining bikes will follow in the
corresponding opposite lane positions.  (ie: 2™ bike in the left hand position, the 3™ bike in the right

hand position and so on).
Lane position will be determined by traffic and road conditions. When possible, use the standard sta%ge_red
formation. You may find that you will have to travel single file. When traveling single file, allow sufficient
spacing between bikes. '

RULES OF THE ROAD:

TIPS:

"

The leader sets the speed of travel for the group (should be pre-determined). Remember the speed should
be within the limits of the riders in your group.
The "Mud Flap” controls the group. On a multi-lane highway, the leader will call to the Mud Flap to secure the
lane for lane changes and passing. The group does not move until the Mud Flap advises the leader that the
lane is secured and clear to move the group. The lane change is completed from the front to the rear. The
group does not move until the leader moves to the secured lane.
When passing a vehicle on a two lane road, each bike should pass in order, one at a time. The leader should
continue to accelerate far enough ahead of the vehicle to allow room for the rest of the group to get around and
back into formation. The Mud Flap should inform the leader when all bikes are around and back in formation.
When negotiating a curve on a two lane-two way road in a group, each rider should seek the safest path of
travel and following distance. Don't push the motorcycle in front of you and don't let the motorcycle behind you
ush you. Slow down and give yourself a little more space as needed.

hen stopped at a light or stop sign, all group members should pull up two abreast while waiting. When
starting up from a stopped position, the leader moves out first. Each rider will follow in order.
If any part of the group is caught at a light, DO NOT PANIC. The Mud Flap will notify the leader that part of the
group has been caught at the light and will regroup with the leader once the entire group is out of the area with
traffic lights and / or stop signs.
When traveling through congested traffic areas, vehicles will probably try to cut through the group. Riders
should proceed through these areas at the minimum 2 second following distance keeping the formation. If
gaof{ajc needs to get through, do not fight it, let the vehicle through. REMEMBER THEY ARE BIGGER THAN
In the event of a motorcycle developing a mechanical problem or becomes disabled, only one rider should stor
to assist while the remainder of the group proceeds to the next available stopping area. The leader should t
notified immediately of the situation by the Mud Flap (don’t everyone speak at once) who will in turn inform the
%roup where they will stop to wait. A predetermined rider will stop to assist the rider with the problem (usually
the Mud Flap).
In the event a motorcycle is involved in an emergency, the group should try to give the rider as much room as
possible to handle the situation. The first person to discover the emergency should alert the group and sug%est
a plan of action. Do not attempt to communicate with the rider unless requested too. He/she will have their
hands full. The %;oup should stap as soon as itis safe and render the necessary assistance. Members should
be appointed to handle traffic control, administer first aid, collect information at the accident scene and establish
communications with emergency medical personnel.
The Mud Flap needs to speak clearly on the CB. Refrain from using words such as “NO” or “GO”. They sound
the same on the CB. Use a phrase like “the left lane is secured” or “The Mud Flap has the left lane”.
Members of a group need to listen for the whole CB transmission before moving. Example: “the left lane is
clear after the red car”. Do not anticipate and always check the lane for yourseﬁ.

The Leader /eads the group with his/her attention focused primarily to the front of the group. Let the Mud Flap

keep the leader informed of what is going on in the group.

REMEMBER TO RIDE YOUR OWN BIKE ! ! each rider must ride within the limits of his/her experience,

knowledge. motorcycle and road conditions. The rider must never allow the rest of the group to cause him/her

to exceed any of these limitations.

If the rest of the group exceeds any of these limitations . . . . leave the group |

Each rider is completely responsible for his/her own safety.

E*emember to make a head check before moving to another lane, even when the lane is secured by the Mud
ap.

Use your signals at all times to let everyone know what you intend to do.

When lane changing or passing, regain your lane position as soon as possible.

Aéaet_st stcl)pcts and gas stops. everyone take a bathroom break and gas up at one time to reduce the number of

additional stops.

ALWAYS BE COURTEOQOUS ON THE ROAD .. .IT HELPS SET A GOOD IMAGE |



STOP (Slow Down):

Arm extended straight
down, palm back. Animal
or physical hazard

SPEED UP:

Arm down to side, fist
clenched with twisting
motion as if turning

FOLLOW ME: -

Arm extended straight
up from shoulder,
palm forward.

-PULL OFF:

Arm positioned as
for right turn,
forearm swung

in road, point to throttle. toward shoulder.
hazard.
i S
/ ! \-/ :
b Y \.\
TURN SIGNALS HEADLIGHT: FUEL: FOOD, COFFEE STOP:

(Accidentally left on):

Open and close hand with
fingers and thumb extended.

Tap on top of head,
open palm down.

Arm out to side, upper arm
about 45 degrees below

horizontal, forearm
pajnting to tank
with forefinger
extended.

‘Fingers closed, thumb
to mouth,

COMFORT STOP:

Upper arm extended
horizontally, forearm
straight up, fist
clenched with
short up and down
motion.

YOU LEAD: Arm extended
(palm forward) down, Eeain
hehind hip and swing forward
in an arc away from bedy
about 45 degrees from

vertical.

COME ALONGSIDE:,—
Same motion, but 3

stop at side and l

point to position
for other cycle.




