A Day in the Ride of the Maryland Rock Raiders 4x4 Club

On November 4" the Maryland Rock Raiders tied together our trail ride at Rausch Creek with the
MAFWDA Function. Some of us met up at Tom’s Gas Station just inside the PA line off 83. It was short
notice to the club members, but there was still a very good turn out.

The day was a cold early Saturday morning. Freezing outside was Tico
Carreras chatting with Danny Connor. Turns out neither one of them could
really get a decent night of sleep, as they were too excited before the run.
Soon after Bobbi Sobwick joined them, followed by Tony & Laurie Piwko,
and Kathy Meneghini. Some of us got coffee and chatted about various
things in past wheeling events. Everyone got to Tom's Gas station about
6:05AM or so; after 10 minutes and reviewing who was there Tico decided
there was no one else to wait for, so we left at 6:15AM convoy style. The
ride up was quick and we arrived at the Gooseberry Farms Truck Stop by
7:45 AM. This left plenty of time for a good hardy breakfast while
everyone else arrived. Soon members of the Baltimore 4 Wheelers and
members of C.O.R.E. (Capital Off Road Enthusiasts) showed, shortly there after, so did Wayne and Rick
from the PA Jeep. There was no representation from the EastCoast4x4 club (we found they are no longer a
club). Preston began the meeting and we covered several issues, he was re-elected for another term as
President. Bobbi was elected too, and is now one of the Delegates representing the Association at the
UFWDA conference. Tony Piwko volunteered to handle the editorials. Now with the pressing issues of the
leadership dealt with, each club discussed current eventsin their club.

Greg Knoll, his guest Alice, her three sons and dog showed a little late, but they made it in. Meeting closed
after the agenda and we headed to Rauch Creek to play.

Arriving at the park, checking in, and setting up we all
decided to stay together. Therefore we ended up with about
17 rigs. Tico had said he was doing the South property and
everyone was ok with that, so Tico took the lead. Along the
way we made afew stops; one at the Tomb Stone where we
took some good footage as well as our first carnage. An
axle U-joint on a YJ trying to climb arock a little too tall.
The second stop was near Crystal Lake. There we came
across another group who had driven into the lake only to
find they couldn’t swim and hydro locked the engine. Tico
loaned them a socket to pull the plugs out and replace them.
Once the new plugs were in, they kicked the engine over
and it roared back to life.

While they worked on the motor a few others went over to watch Gregg Knoll try to make a steep, muddy,
rutty hill climb. After a few solid attempts on different approaches it was impassible for the day. Gregg
took the option to back down, keeping hisrig in one piece for another day.

After the rest, some of the group decided to split off. We continued our trail ride while the others headed
back to their prospective homes. We drove the entire park and headed to the Mud Hole by the pole line.
Once there we broke for lunch.

Joe Fernkas took this time to give his Grand Cherokee a
nice mud bath. He took it into the deep side of the hole,
and made some nice solid runs. His rig was coated
bumper to bumper. It handled the holes easily. He also
got the opportunity to show off a new scar on his rear
fender from an encounter with atree on a hill decent.




We continued on the trails over to Winch Hill. Tony
Piwko got to learn first hand how it got its name. He
wasin atotally stock TJ, and out for the first time. Tony
did a ride along with Ryan Pyles in a lifted Rubicon to
learn the techniques, and gain some confidence. Tony
was tentative at first about if his stocker would make it,
but with words of encouragement from Kathy and others,
he went for it.

Tony’s wholehearted attempt made the highlight reel for
the club video by getting stuck going DOWN the hill just
after the break over. His T-Case skid plate buried into
the dirt and would not allow him to go forward or back.

To his embarrassment, it took 4 people to push

him down the hill. Coming up the other side he took on the challenge of the climb with all he had, but in
the end Bobbi had to break out her winch and drag him up the last % of the hill.

Sunday was short and to the point, Tico met with Paul at the Goose and had breakfast. With no one else
showing, they headed to the park and ran the South property again, only this time they sized things up for
future challenges and locations that could be improved for wheeling. Paul and Tico ran the entire park in
green trails, saved the blue for the last when they took the lower 3 out. Not bad considering carnage #2 was
Tico having a broken Belstine 5150 #10 rear shock the day before on Winch Hill.

All in al, it was a great weekend. Everyone had a great time, and all are excited about hitting the trails

again soon.

Quoteof theride -

“ The most important thing to learn about wheelin' is that
if you don't get winched or strapped, you weren't trying
hard enough.”

— Bobbi Sobwick

This has been a compilation of stories contributed by various members of the Maryland Rock Raiders.
Photos contributed by Kathy Meneghini, Tico Carreras, and Tony Piwko.

Compiled and edited by Tony Piwko

For more information on the club, and various videos including highlights of thisride, visit

http://www.marylandrockrai ders4x4club.com.



