Urban Ventures PRESS RELEASE

“Through a Minnesota Lens, Our World-Our Vision” is a special photography exhibition and sale to be held Saturday, June 26 and Sunday, June 27 at the Hilton Garden Inn, 1101 4th Avenue So, Minneapolis, MN, USA 55404 to benefit Urban Ventures.  The exhibition is sponsored by the Twin Cities Photography Group.  Photos from around Minnesota, and around the world, all taken by Minnesota photographers, will be available for viewing and for sale. 
Urban Ventures Leadership Foundation is a faith-based, non-profit organization that focuses on the Central and Phillips neighborhoods of South Minneapolis. Their mission is to break the cycle of generational poverty in the community by developing youth leadership and strengthening families.  A portion of the sales from each photo will be donated to an innovative after school program called F/10, Focused on the Future, that the Twin Cities Photography Group is creating in cooperation with Urban Ventures.  It is designed to encourage inner city youth to to see the possibilities for creating art in the world around them. Our goal is to provide an alternate form of communication that will enrich their lives, while allowing them to express themselves in a constructive, artistic manner.  It is our hope that students will find their voices through the art of photography.

The two-year F/10 program will not only provide students with cameras and activities to teach them about the different forms of photography, but will also teach them public speaking skills, time management skills, and broaden their horizons by adding structured projects which will provide a sense of accomplishment and camaraderie. At the end of the two-year program, each student will be asked to organize and present their own gallery show as a final exercise in self-validation and pride.
According to the president of the Twin Cities Photography Group, “Photographs will be offered in all price ranges, including many under $100, and will provide you with an opportunity to purchase quality, framed photographic art for your home or office while supporting a worthwhile cause.  Matted and unframed photographs, as well as notecards featuring original photographs, will also be available for sale. Donations to the program are also gratefully accepted.”
The show will be open from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm on Saturday, June 26 and 10:00 am to 6 pm on Sunday, June 27.  Admission is free and there will be live entertainment and a cash bar.  Valet parking is available.  There are also several ramps in the area and metered street parking.
For more information about the event, visit www.galleryofgiving.com
For more information about the TC Photo Meetup Group, visit http://www.meetup.com/tcphotogroup/  New members are always welcome.
Media inquiries can be directed to Tom Reynen, tommyrey@comcast.net
(W) 952-905-7231, (H) 651-787-0463

