COSTA RICA 2008 DETAILS

When: Thursday, February 28, 2008 at 9:00 AM

Event fee: USD600.00 DEPOSIT per person (By December 10th)

[b]All Pricing Includes[/b] Hotels, Flight, Transfers, Taxes & Tours (Does not include any meals not listed, Alcohol, Airport Transfer Fee $26.00)

Please let me know if you would like single or triple occupancy pricing as well as let me know if you want to book your own flight with your frequent flyer miles etc. 

8 Days Includes 7 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 3 Dinners

Whitewater Rafting

Safari Float

Waterfall Visit

Volcano & National Park

Hot Springs

Cloud Reserve Hike

Horseback Riding

Boat Trip

ATV Mountain Tour

25 Cables Canopy Tour

10 Days include All of the Above Plus

2 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch

Catamaran Island Tour

Beach

*Scuba Diving/ Surf Lessons/ Deep Sea Fishing/ Mountain Biking/ Beach Combing/ Snorkeling Optional

[b]PRICING:[/b] 10 Days $1,599

8 Days/7 Nights Days $1,350

[b]Thursday Feb 28th[/b] - Flights to San Jose, Costa Rica

[b]Friday Feb 29th[/b] - Whitewater Rafting

Costa Rica is a land dominated by mountains and has an abundance of water: annual rainfalls totals reach as high as 350 inches in parts of the country and the Central Valley is considered to be "dry" area because it receives "only" seventy to ninety inches of rain per year! The significance of this, is not so much that big whitewater is available, but that even small watersheds gather enough runoff to be able to paddle. More important, the flows for any particular month of the year are more reliable than those in North America. The reason for this reliability is the fact than the variability of precipitation is quite low throughout the humid tropic of Costa Rica. That's why rafting is so great in Costa Rica, not mentioning great biodiversity and lush rainforest! The rugged terrain combined with the drainage network and the great volume of runoff provide more opportunities for whitewater paddling than any other area of comparable dimensions. Surely no other land contains as much whitewater per square miles as Costa Rica.

[b]Saturday March 1st[/b]

Your day will begin with a Safari Float on Costa Rica’s Penas Blancas River, looking out for tropical birds, monkeys, sloths, crocodiles and iguanas. 

Next you will embark on a walking tour to one of the country's finest Waterfalls, where you can enjoy a refreshing swim from the best vantage point available; beneath the falls. The visit to the 70 meter tall, cascading La Fortuna Waterfall is followed by a delicious typical lunch in the volcano’s hub town of La Fortuna.

The tour will continue from there to the Arenal National Park, home of the world's second most active volcano. Here you will have unrivaled views of the conical volcano as well as informative guided tours through the dense rainforest to view the natural beauty and abundance of wildlife that roams free.

The final chapter of your Arenal experience includes an evening trip to Eco Termales Hotsprings. 

[b]Sunday March 2nd[/b]

The mountainous cloud forest of Monteverde and the town of La Fortuna are two of Costa Rica's favorite tourist destinations and are only 25 km apart. But, with a difference in altitude of 1,150 m, a steep drop and several roadblocks – namely, an active volcano, Costa Rica's largest lake, seven rivers and a rugged, densely forested mountain range –direct passage between the two towns is difficult, to say the least.

The taxi-boat-taxi trip combines comfortable door to door transfers with a fun and scenic cruise across the tranquil Lake Arenal, where you will experience beautiful views of the majestic volcano and the forested Tilaran Mountain Range. You will also have the chance to see a variety of wetland birds such as king fishers, fly catchers, waders and other exotic species that abound on the lake shore. We will be picked up from your hotel and be driven to the Lake Arenal dam, where you will board a 22 person covered power boat. This is where the scenic 30 minute cruise across the lake begins. Next you will begin the impressive 1.5 hour journey up the Mountainside on a steep road offering stunning views of the lush, green valley. 

The spectacular Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve guided tour: Feels like walking in a grandiose green Cathedral. Wind-sculptured elfin woodlands on the exposed ridges are spectacularly dwarfed, whereas protected cove Monteverde rainforests have majestically tall trees festooned with orchids, bromeliads, ferns, vines, and mosses.

Poorly drained areas support swamp forests while parts of the Monteverde Cloud Forest Reserve, dissected by deep gorges, have numerous crystal clear streams tumbling over rapids and waterfalls. The variable climate and large altitudinal gradient has helped produce an extremely high biodiversity. Spectacular wildlife includes the Jaguar, Ocelot, Baird´s Tapir, Three-wattled Bellbird, Bare necked Umbrella bird and the famous elusive Resplendent Quetzal.


[b]

Monday March 3rd[/b]

Your journey will begin when you are picked up from your hotel and whisked away to the beautiful Arenal Lake, where you will be met by a comfortable boat ready to make the 30 minute trip across the lake, to the lakeside town of Castillo. From Castillo, you will begin your 2 1/2 hour Horseback ride along the lake. 

The horseback portion of your journey will begin on the scenic shore of Lake Arenal, starting at the Castillo trail on the Cano Negro River and continuing to the bridge at Rio Chiquito. The trail provides views of the volcano, surrounding farmland and tropical jungle as well as the chance to see lake-shore birds and wildlife. It is suitable for inexperienced riders and can usually be navigated safely, even in rainy season. Your horseback ride includes a 30 minute picnic lunch stop. 

[b]Tuesday March 4th[/b]

ATV Panorama  Mountain Tour 

Our tour on Quads is another exciting way to discover the breathtaking nature of the Costa Rican mountains. An ATV tour combines nature with adventure and lots of fun, the view over the Gulf of Nicoya is always present as the witness of your journey. 

The route is set up to show you the most magnificent view points of our remote mountain scenery. We ride along old roads through a hilly landscape and river valleys. Throughout the tour we will make little breaks where you can enjoy the view over the Gulf of Nicoya and the surrounding area such as the cloud forest. 

If you would like to extend your ATV tour by 2 hours it is $35 Additional 

[b]Wednesday  March 5th[/b]

Canopy Tour

Our 25 Cable over 11 impressive waterfalls Canopy Tour is the only canopy tour in Costa Rica that actually crosses waterfalls. It even offers two safe rappels which gives you the opportunity to watch the breathtaking ripping cascades from a birds eye of view, while keeping the safety level as a main goal with a breaking system designed, constructed and tested by the owner himself. A trip for explorers, adventure and nature lovers, an experience you have to enjoy. 

It is the most exhilarating and extraordinary way to experience the ecosystem of the famous Costa Rican Forest. Our long Canopy Tour starts with a relaxing horseback riding to the starting point where you get an elaborate safety introduction. It gives you the perfect opportunity to visit famous waterfalls, take awesome pictures or take a bath in natural pools carved by the cascading waters.

[b]

Thursday March 6th[/b]

Head to the airport for your trip home 

Or

Spend the day at the Beach Playa Manuel Antonio is one of the best swimming beaches in the world. Clear, calm, inviting waters hide colorful marine life just under the surface and in the many tidal pools. The first beach destination to become popular in Costa Rica, Manuel Antonio retains its charms despite burgeoning crowds and mushrooming hotels. The beaches inside the park are idyllic, and the views from the hills approaching the park are enchanting. This is one of the few remaining habitats for the endangered squirrel monkey. 

*Scuba Diving/ Surf Lessons/ Deep Sea Fishing/ Mountain Biking/ Snorkeling Optional

[b]Friday March 7th[/b]

The bus ride takes you to the pacific port of Puntarenas stopping along the way for Costa Rican typical breakfast. This is an excellent opportunity to view the coffee, sugar plantations, volcanic mountains and the unique Brahman cattle that form an ever-changing panorama. 

Upon arrival in Puntarenas you will board Calypso's super catamaran Manta Raya. Manta Raya has fresh water showers and full bar featuring delicious Piña Coladas made with fresh pineapple. The spacious main salon combines with an expansive deck area which includes 2 deck pools, offering a level of cruising luxury and comfort in Calypso style.


Once underway the Manta Raya makes her way to the Gulf of Nicoya. Her white clad crew pampers guests with fresh tropical fruits and drinks. In the morning the catamaran will pass the islands of San Lucas, Gypsy, Sugar Loaf, Guayabo; Jesusita, Cedros and Negritos with Tortuga Island as the destination.

Particularly enchanting for it's beauty, Tortuga Island is known for its immaculate white sand beach and turquoise waters, a perfect stop for swimming, snorkeling and Calypso's famous lunch. For passenger safety and convenience Manta Raya has a bow ramp which allows her passengers to disembark directly onto the beach.

Sip cold wine in the shade of white umbrellas at tables covered with white linen and be served the midday feast. A sumptuous delight, featured in Gourmet Magazine, starts with a ceviche appetizer and followed by a medley of salads. The main dish is a delightful bar-b-qued breast of chicken covered in a mouthwatering tropical sauce accompanied with julienned vegetables all cooked fresh on the grill by Calypso's expert crew.

The Captain and his crew are the masters of this seascape. They are seasoned mariners who will convey their love of Costa Rica to you. Sightseeing, sunbathing, diving, exploring, swimming, eating, drinking, and relaxing.

[b]Saturday March 8th[/b]

Head to the airport for the trip home
