Clifton Walk Directions and History 

  

Clifton's gaslight district was originally owned by Charles Clarkson and was known as the Clifton Farm.  In the mid 1800's, the land was subdivided into large estates to be a haven for the wealthy business owners in downtown.  Known as the Clifton Barons, they include such notables as Henry Probasco, James Hughes, and George McAlpin. 

  

1.  Begin at Mt. Storm Park 

  

· Overlook-the park overlooks the Mill Creek Valley. 

· Purchased in 1911, it quickly became a popular spot for picnics and family outings. 

· "Temple of Love", the beautiful gazebo located in the park was built to cover a water pump that was never used.    

2. Follow Lafayette Street to Middletown. 

  

· the castle-like Bethesda Home for the Aged was formerly known as the Scarlet Oaks Mansion and was the home of George K. Schoenberger. 

3.  Right on Middletown Road. 

  

· At the corner of McAlpin and Middletown is Rawson Woods. This is a 10-acre bird sanctuary. 

4.  Right on Evanswood 

  

5.  Left on Whitfield.  Cross Ludlow. Jaunt to the right back on Whitfield. 

  

6.  Left on Terrace. Cross Clifton Avenue. 

  

· Good Samaritan Hospital on the right was founded by the Sisters of Charity in 1852 and moved to it's Clifton location in 1915. 

· South of GSH is the Hebrew Union College found in 1875 by Dr. Isaac Wise.  It is the oldest Jewish theological school in the western hemisphere. 

  

7. Enter park using steps or Burnet Woods Drive. Follow road behind bandstand to trailhead. Stay straight. Follow trail to museum center. Take steps up to lake. (we will come back so you can ride the slide) Walk around lake. Take right. Ascend steps to Bishop. Descend steps back into park.  Follow sidewalk around lake back to museum. 

  

· Burnet Woods was set aside as a park in 1872. It was intended to be the home for the Cincinnati Zoo, but was deemed too small an acreage so it became a city park. 

· The bandstand is often used for live music venues. During the summer, you can often experience free tai chi and yoga classes at this spot as well. 

· The Trailside Museum offers displays of floral and wildlife species one can find in Cincinnati's parks. 

· The infamous concrete slide was built in 1940 by the Works Public Administration. 

8.  Follow Brookline out of the park to Jefferson Avenue. 

  

· The chateauesque home at the corner is called "Parkview" and was designed by Samuel Hannaford. It was the home of Mayor George "boss" Cox from 1895-1912 and is now a fraternity house. 

9.  Left on Glenmary to Clifton Avenue. 

  

10. Right on Clifton Avenue. 

  

· United Methodist Church at 3416 Clifton Avenue was founded in 1892 and known for it’s commitment to social justice. It began offering student ministerial guidance in 1925, opened a senior in 1974, and openly welcome gays and lesbians to attend services in 1998.

· Immanuel Presbyterian Church at Bryant and Clifton was built in 1883. 

· The Church of the Annunciation was dedicated in 1929 and offers an excellent example of Ionic style architecture. 

· St. John’s Unitarian Church was built in 1951.

· The recently rebuilt Clifton Public School offers the Probasco Fountain donated by Henry Probasco in honor of his late brother-in-law, Tyler Davidson. Probasco also donated the fountain on Fountain Square in Davidson's honor.

· Islamic Association of Cincinnati-Built in 1982.  A larger mosque was built in 1989 in West Chester. The Clifton center is still used for education and programs.  

· Calvary Episcopal Church at 3766 Clifton was built in 1867 and is an example of Gothic architecture. The church's spire was a gift from Probasco. 

· The yellow frame house at 3874 Clifton Avenue was the home of Robert Buchanan, President Buchanan's cousin. He moved to Cincinnati in 1823. 

11. Left at Lafayette. Back to the park. 

