History of Columbia-Tusculum

· Columbia Tusculum is a residential community in eastern Cincinnati. It sprawls along the gentle hillside above the Ohio River about five miles upriver from downtown. The community traces its history to November 1788 when Benjamin Stites and a party of 26 settlers founded Columbia just below the mouth of the Little Miami River. It was only the second white settlement in Ohio and for a brief time competed with other early settlements to become the major village in Symmes’ purchase. But the Ohio River frequently flooded Columbia, and the Untied States Army decided to build Fort Washington at Losantiville. Thus, Cincinnati, not Columbia became the dominant community in southwest Ohio. Between 1800 and 1815, Columbia’s residents moved to slightly higher ground, but the settlement grew little because of its distance – a long six-mile trip – from Cincinnati.

· The community owes its compound name, "Columbia Tusculum." to the subdivision of Nicholas Longworth’s property in Columbia in 1866. His heirs created a large subdivision on the steepest part of the hillside and called it Mt. Tusculum. They intended the subdivision for people who wished to live in a country setting and conduct daily business in downtown Cincinnati. 

· The Columbia Tusculum Historic District encompasses properties facing Eastern Avenue, Tusculum Avenue and several connecting side streets. It contains a mixture of building styles and ages, reflecting the community’s rich history. Although there are notable exceptions, commercial and public buildings predominate in the Eastern Avenue streetscape. Two-story frame residences on quarter-acre lots characterize the area around Tusculum Avenue on the hillside above. 

· There have been few major changes to the overall character of the Columbia Tusculum Historic District since 1930. It is a cohesive district, although it contains an assortment of building styles. This unified character is due to the similarity of the historic buildings in their exterior materials, height, width, general proportions, detailing, and placement on their lots. The buildings all originally had natural exterior materials: wood, stone and brick. Most structures are two or three stories tall. They display distinctive architectural features such as Palladian windows, stained and leaded glass, decorative trim, moldings, and shingle siding. Stone steps, stone walls, and wrought iron fences throughout the district add to its historic character. The district conveys to passersby the character of a late nineteenth-century residential community in Cincinnati. 

.

· The City of Cincinnati annexed the eastern riverfront communities between 1855 and 1873. Annexation made possible the reorganization of a number of separate street railways into a single company, which improved the area’s accessibility. In the brief period between 1887 and 1892, the population in the entire area nearly doubled. Most of the buildings in the Columbia Tusculum Historic District today were built during the thirty-year period from 1870 to 1900. 

· The majority of the buildings in the district are 2- or 2-1/2-story frame residences. Most of these appear to be designed by the carpenter who built them, rather than by an architect, and display elements of the Queen Anne, Stick, and Colonial Revival Styles. Many of the buildings do not typify any one architectural style, but can be described best as examples of vernacular design. There is a high degree of repetition of design among the buildings of this period in the district. The same plans or their mirror images often were used for several buildings in a group. The builders applied siding, shingles, decorative trim, and moldings in a consistent manner among the structures. Along each street, there is generally a uniform setback of the buildings from the public right-of-way. 

· There are scattered examples of various other architectural styles in the district from this period, but they are exceptions. The house at 341 Tusculum Avenue is an example of the Italianate Style constructed in 1876. The buildings at 335 Tusculum Avenue and 3753 Eastern Avenue, constructed in the 1870s are examples of the Second Empire Style. The Shingle Style is demonstrated by the building at 3718 Morris Place, constructed in 1880. The Columbia Baptist Church, constructed in 1895 at 3722 Eastern Avenue, is a stone example of the Gothic Revival Style. 

· After 1900, construction slowed in the community. By that time, most of the available lots had been filled already. Along Eastern Avenue, several new apartment buildings were constructed. The Classical Revival Style Carnegie Library was built at 3738 Eastern Avenue in 1907 to serve the community. A new St. Stephan Catholic Church was constructed at 3800 Eastern Avenue in 1923 after a fire destroyed an earlier church at the same location. In the mid 1920s several Bungalows were built on vacant lots in the community, and, reportedly, the brick exterior of the house at 403 Tusculum was constructed around an existing frame structure. 

Tour Sites

1. The Frederick H. Alms Memorial Park is a Cincinnati park in the community of Mt. Lookout/Columbia-Tusculum, most often called "Alms Park" for short, owned and operated by the Cincinnati Park Board. The land was originally owned by Nicolas Longworth, once the wealthiest man in Cincinnati. The landscaping was designed by the Cleveland, Ohio landscape architect Albert D. Taylor. 
2. The medieval tower adjacent to the picnic area is probably the prettiest public restrooms in our park system.  

3. The Victorians in Columbia-Tusculum have often been compared to San Francisco for their beauty. 

4. The Precinct-one of Cincinnati’s premier restaurants, the Precinct was Patrol House number 6, which once housed paddy wagons and horses for the police department. It was designed by Samuel Hannaford.

5. The YMCA on Delta and Columbia Parkway served as a rescue center for volunteers during both the 1937 and 1997 floods. 

6. Lunken Airport-Highlights in the history of Lunken Airport:

	1921 Dixie Davis begins teaching flying lessons.

1925 Dixie Davis establishes a permanent airfield at Lunken.

T. Embry and J. Paul Riddle found the Embry-Riddle Company.

The City of Cincinnati accepts the land gift of Lunken Airfield.

1927 Charles Lindbergh, a 26 year old air-mail pilot, makes his historic non-stop flight across the Atlantic Ocean.

Lindbergh flies his Ryan monoplane, the “Spirit of St. Louis” from New York to Paris in 33 hours and 29 minutes.

Lindbergh lands at Lunken airfield to and from New York to refuel where he is mobbed by well-wishers.

Embry Riddle Co. (located at Lunken) is awarded one of the earliest U.S.air mail contracts.

The Sikorsky S-29A, "The Flying Cigar Store" is a frequent visitor to Lunken selling cigars, watches, razors, lipsticks, etc.

Cincinnati purchases 870 acres through a bond issue. Lunken now occupies approximately 1000 acres.

1928 Embry-Riddle, operating 10 aircraft at Lunken, became a subsidiary of AVCO, a parent of American Airlines.

The Flamingo, one of the first all metal monoplanes built in America, is produced at Lunken by Metal Aircraft Company.

1930 Formal dedication of Lunken Airport takes place.

A three day celebration includes notables such as Howard Hughes, Jimmy Doolittle, Freddie Lund, Cincinnati Air Corps Reserves and Jean Harlow.

Lunken Airport is dedicated as the largest municipal airport in the world.

1937 The new terminal is completed and serves as an active airline terminal until January 1947.

1940’s American Airlines is born at Lunken Airport.

1964 The Beatles arrive at Lunken Airport for their concert at Crosley Field.


	

	

	[image: image1.png]



	[image: image2.png]



	

	

	
	[image: image3.png]





g
7.  Stephen Foster statue-father of American Music-moved to Cincinnati in the 1840’s. Songs include Oh Susana,  Camptown Races, My Old Kentucky Home, Old Black Joe, Beautiful Dreamer.

8.  The pavillon at the park is in the Italian Renaissance style, completed in 1929 by 
architects Stanley Matthews and Charles Wilkins Short.

9.  Longworth Wine Cellar- Nicolas Longworth, Cincinnati’s richest man in the 1800’s became interested in grapes and established a vineyard on the hills adjoining the city of Cincinnati. So successful was he that he has been called the Father of American Grape Culture. The growing tide of German immigrants coming down the Ohio Valley to Cincinnati liked his wine. Longworth had latched on to his market, the new German immigrants wanted an affordable, drinkable table wine to continue with the traditions of their homeland and he was virtually the only game in town. Not only was he a pioneer and leading horticultural expert in his section, but he was recognized as an authority in national horticultural matters. His writings, though individually short and now out of date, exercised a wide influence in his day.

