Bonaire Report

Trip Dates: January 20 – February 3, 2007

Report compiled by: Allard Schipper and Mehera O’Brien

Previous Experience: Croatia, Egypt

Total Dives Each: 51

Getting There

We started our trip with a flight on Jet Blue from JFK to Aruba, where we then switched to a local puddle jumper service called DAE (Dutch Antilles Express), which flew from Aruba to Bonaire with a quick stop in Curacao (you don’t get off the plane). 

On the way to Bonaire, DAE  was very picky about luggage weight and, seeing as we each had a small suitcase of clothes and a huge gear bag, we had to pay about $50 extra for the luggage.  On the way back from Bonaire to Aruba with the same airline, they didn’t even carefully weigh the bags. Perhaps it depends on how busy the flight is. 

Anyhow, the Jet Blue flight was the best option for us as the only other flight was via Jamaica for a 45 minute layover or a Continental flight, which would have departed at midnight on the return trip and had two layovers before arriving in NY… overall, if we go again, we’ll look to get a direct flight with Continental. 

Staying There
We arranged a package deal with Eden Beach Resort (http://www.edenbeach.com/) which included a studio apartment, a pick up truck rental via Total Car Service and unlimited air with Wanna Dive.  They messed up our car reservation slightly and we had to pay for an upgrade, but they were very polite and friendly the entire time and the truck we ended up getting was very nice. 

Eden Beach is run by a Venezuelan family and seeing as we didn’t speak any Spanish, we didn’t engage heavily with the staff. One of the sons in the family lives in Washington, DC and is responsible for setting up all the price estimates for English speakers.  So although he wasn’t there in Bonaire, I did speak to him on the phone before the trip to arrange everything. They do have an activity center just past the apartment complex on one of the few sandy beaches on Bonaire. There, you can get beach chairs, take yoga classes or look into many other island activities such as visiting the mangroves. 

I know the April group has already arranged accommodation elsewhere, but I can say that Eden Beach was a very nice resort. “Resort” isn’t really the word to describe it, as it was a quiet, laid back series of apartments. We had a studio apartment, which consisted of a bedroom, bathroom with shower and warm water, a separate kitchen with stove, refrigerator and kitchen equipment as well as a lovely balcony. The furnishings were simple, but the apartment was spacious and had daily maid service to clean the kitchen and make sure any sand tracked in from the beach was cleaned up. We didn’t really cook in our kitchen, but found it handy for pre-dive breakfast and coffee in the morning. 

Note that we said we had warm water – this is apparently a commodity on the island. We did have water go out once or twice on the trip, but for the most part we had no problems. At the Wanna Dive gear area just past the apartments, there was no hot water, but the water pipes run along the roof and become heated by the sun throughout the day. So the showers are never freezing cold. But, based on conversations with other divers in other dive centers/resorts, apparently a lot of people do, indeed, have nothing but really cold water (Capt. Don’s according to word of mouth). So it’s worth asking what the water situation is in advance. 

Diving There (Dive Center)

Wanna Dive (http://www.wannadive.com/) is a Dutch-owned and operated diving center with multiple locations throughout the island. They run a small dive lodge, where there is a gear room and happy hour on the roof bar every night. They also have a “city” location, as they call it, which is close to the Town Pier. Finally, they are located at Eden Beach Resort. They have plans for another location or two later this year in the south. 

The staff is really friendly and can cater to divers who want more attention/guidance and those who just want to a check out dive and be on their way. They arrange daily boat dives to Klein Bonaire as well as guided trips to Town Pier and Salt Pier, which are barred for public access. 

Naturally, some staff is nicer than others and we did have a small problem getting as much Nitrox as we wanted due to too many people wanting Nitrox and Wanna Dive not having enough on hand, but the owners Roeland (called Bob to non-Dutch speakers) and Bart are wonderful. I became very ill on the trip and Roeland recommended a very good doctor in town who, after some antibiotic, had me up and diving again. He also magically produced a new fin strap when mine got lost and is one of those people that remembers everyone’s name and makes you feel welcome. 

In addition to Eden Beach and  Wanna Dive, there is  a restaurant/café in the same area called Bongos, operated by a small Dutch team. This is the perfect stop during the day for lunch between dives or in the evening for a Friday night BBQ or drinks tikki bar style. The bar is on the beach itself, which is a small sandy patch from which you can walk right into the water. 

Diving There (Locations)

We did several boat dives to Klein Bonaire, all of which were lovely, but primarily focused on shore diving. We would load the tank up every morning and drive along the coast. Overall, everything we saw was amazing, but we enjoyed the south for the topography (double reef system especially) and the north for the lush plant life. The dives closer to the center of town are good for checking out fish species, but have less beautiful soft coral. 

Note that most of the dive locations south of Kralendijk have a long swim to the drop off point. This can be interesting to see, but we tended to snorkel out to the drop off and then descend. But we would spend the time diving along this sandy patch on the return. Especially in shallow water, it can be really fun to look out for small fish and eels. 

The north of the island is a little harder to drive – it’s a one-lane road that eventually becomes a one-way road with a long loop back to town. However, there is a much shorter swim to the drop off point and, personally, some of my favorite spots were here. 

I have * the ones we think are particularly special and ** for the ones we would say cannot be missed. It’s hard choosing, as we enjoyed everything, but hope it helps!

SOUTH OF KRALENDIJK

* Salt Pier

· Requires a dive guide, which you can arrange with your dive center

· Very cool architectural structures under water, covered in corals

· Good place to see a lot of special things – big morays, sea turtles, huge tarpon

· Best time to go is in the afternoon, when the sunlight penetrates the water and the poles of the pier are lit from above

Pink Beach

· Nice sandy beach – very good for catching naps after diving, but note that despite the palm trees, there isn’t a lot of shade here

· Good for groups of divers and non-divers as the non-divers can lay in the sun and read

· Entry can be a little tricky, but if you’re patient and you walk half way down the beach, you can probably find a sandy point at which to enter without climbing over the rock 

· Snorkel or dive to the drop off, which is a ways out 

Invisibles

· Considered one of the best spots on the island

· We thought it was lovely, but not necessarily the most amazing dive. But everyone else we spoke to considered it one of their favorites. 

· Watch your footing entering, but compared to a lot of other places in the south, not a hard entry

White Slave

· Note that the entry/exit can be very difficult, even with solid boots

· The water was choppy the day we did this dive and on the return, one of my integrated weights dislodged, my fin strap was lost and I was pretty knocked about

· Under water, it’s a beautiful spot (but then again, they all are)

* * Alice in Wonderland and/or Angel City

· Part of the double reef system in the northern part of the southern dive spots

· Very cool to swim to the drop off of one reef only to swim further to another drop off

· Schools and schools of amazing fish everywhere

* Hilma Hooker

· Famous wreck worth a check out

· Gorgeous tarpon hang out near the boat and let you approach quite close 

NORTH OF KRALENDIJK

Eden Beach house reef: Eden Rubble

· Rocky with so-so soft corals

· However, an amazing array of fish – it’s so barren that you almost don’t expect to see so much, but then you are stunned at the diversity of fish. 

· Easy entry and exit points from the beach or the pier steps

· Several dives in this area possible – traditional route along the coral wall, down to the webcam wreck (this is an underwater webcam and a small sunken boat), a third small wreck just south of the beach

Oil Slick

· Easy entry via a step ladder that descends into the water

· More beautiful coral

· Recommend parking on the upper lot as the shrubbery can scratch your car while driving to the lower lot

· Perfect spot to feed iguanas bits of apple post dive :)

1,000 Steps

· Famous for a long staircase leading to the beach, there are 64 steps that can feel like 1,000

· Steps were not slippery and if you take them slow on the ascent, it’s not so bad

· Easy entry, beautiful coral, but it can get crowded because it’s such as well known spot

Witches Hut

· Next to (just before) 1,000 Steps, similar underwater beauty without the fuss of all the steps

· Easy entry

* * Ol’ Blue/ Tolo Beach

· Our ultimate favorite dive location

· Easy entry, but the waves can be rather high  – this is not rough terrain like the south, however. We went to this location twice, both days with large waves, but the waves are possible to jump over and there is little rock to get slammed into. 

· Stunning plant life. Stunning fish life. 

· Lovely beach with one shady seating area – perfect for post-dive snacking.

· The drive to and from this location along the one-way road up north is breathtaking and can be easily combined into a sight-seeing day as you can easily take a detour on the drive back to town to see the flamingos. 

* * Karpata

· Just as amazing as Ol’ Blue, but the entrance is more difficult

· There is a cement structure ​– typical entry is to walk in the water with the cement structure on your left. You can use it to balance your weight. But, it is rocky and slippery and getting out, when the waves are high, can be a bit tricky.

· Once you are in the water, however, it is totally worth the effort. Look out for the old anchor, which has been completely covered over in coral.

Eating There (compiled with tips from David S.)

Donna Giorgio

· Simple Italian place with yummy pastas and meats and good service / vibrant atmosphere

· Go on Thursday, Sat or Sun night to hear live local music

· The night we went, a vacationer joined in with his saxophone and they played jazz all night

· There is apparently a jazz festival in Bonaire at the end of May…

La Guernica 

· Lovely tapas dishes as well as full size meat and fish courses

· Excellent quality dishes – highly recommend the gazpacho

· One night the service was excellent, another night it was mediocre (but they apologized for the one bad server and seemed genuinely concerned that our evening was restored)

Will’s Tropical Grill

· Lovely atmosphere – garden style restaurant with open air and trees

· Excellent menu with fresh fish and a mix of European, Caribbean and South American dishes

· Friendly staff – the owner and chef will stroll around making sure everything’s ok when he’s done for the evening

Bongos

· Mentioned above, it’s the restaurant that operates on the beach where Eden Beach Resort and Wanna Dive are located. 

· Although mostly an Eden Beach divers haunt, open to the public, very friendly staff and low prices. 

· Gets crowded for Friday night BBQ, but is otherwise really laid back.

Captain Don’s Restaurant

· Nice view of the water

· Huge iguanas saunter through the restaurant – watch out for your salads! 

· Good food, mostly American classics

Pasa Bon Pizza – David recommended this and we agree it’s good!

· Excellent (honest and truly) thick crusted pizza. 

· Also famous for their lasagna, which is a HUGE piece and is a bit spicy

· It takes a LONG time to get your food, but it was worth the wait. 

Bistro de Paris

· Excellent French food

· Service is very nice, but a bit short staffed so the wait can be long

AWFUL NOTE: Rib Factory

· This place is awful, so beware

· Even if you like ribs, our food was lukewarm, the corn was over-cooked and watery, they were out of some other items and the place smelled a bit like mildew

· Ironically, the bathrooms were very clean

Places recommended by David S. that we didn’t have a chance to try:

Richard's Waterfront Dining 

· If you don't mind dropping $50 per person, call ahead of time and reserve the table on the pier. It has potential for a drop dead gorgeous sunset, you are all by yourself (with a walkie talkie to get service when needed), and you have the table all night long. 

· Definitely get there as early as possible since the sun sets pretty much close to when they open at 6, but it lasts a long time and the sky is gorgeous for much longer).

Mona Lisa Bar and Cafe -- very nice food, very friendly staff.

Swiss Chalet -- if you like swiss food, its a very quaint place. Otherwise I thought the food was too greasy/butery and they had very little for a vegetarian.

Casablanca -- service and food were excellent.

Cafe Paris -- Excellent service and food.

If we could do it all over again, what would we do different?

Leave time for a kayak and/or snorkel tour of the mangrove forest. Because I was sick for a couple of days, we did as much diving as we could when I recovered. And we didn’t have a chance to do this tour, but definitely want to the next time!! 

http://www.mangrovecenter.com/






