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Circle of Coll Seed Group

Alban Arthan Ceremony
Roles:

Someone to:
Lead the Grounding 
Call South (Pat)
Call East (Moss)
Call North (Paula)
Call West (Jayney)
Cast the Circle
Welcome the God/Goddess
Mabon (Stef)
Lead the Meditation (Paula)
Bear the Mistletoe
Bear the Oak
Read Druid 1 (Sarah)
Read Druid 2 (Nicole)
The Grounding
The Opening

DRUID 1: By the power of star and stone,
By the power of the land within and without,
By all that is Fair and Free,
We welcome you to this rite of Alban Arthan
In the Seed Group of the Circle of Coll.

DRUID 2: With the blessings of Earth, Sea, and Sky may our ceremony begin! And now, let the Great Spirit of this place be welcomed.

(PAUSE WHILE the God and/or Goddess is welcomed.)
 
DRUID 1:  Let us begin by giving peace to the quarters, for without peace can no work be.
(Saluting each direction.)
May there be peace in the North.
May there be peace in the South.
May there be peace in the West.
May there be peace in the East.

DRUID 1 AND DRUID 2: May there be peace throughout the whole world.

DRUID 2: Let us join in this prayer that unites all Druids printed on your blue card.
ALL: Grant, oh Spirit, thy protection.

And in protection, strength

And in strength, understanding.

And in understanding, knowledge.

And in knowledge, the knowledge of justice.

And in the knowledge of justice, the love of it.

And in the love of it, the love of all existences.

And in the love of all existences, the love of Spirit and all goodness.

DRUID 2: Let the circle be cast for protection and to unite us in sacred space.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is cast.) 
DRUID 1: Now let the circle be consecrated with Water and Fire.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is consecrated with Water and Fire.)
DRUID 2: Let the four directions be honored, and let the gateways to the Quarters be opened, that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.

EAST (Moss): With the blessing of the hawk of the dawn soaring in the clean, pure air, I call upon the powers of the East. Hail and Welcome!

SOUTH (Pat): With the blessing of the great stag in the heat of the chase and the inner fire of the sun, I call upon the powers of the South. Hail and Welcome!

WEST (Janey): With the blessing of the salmon of wisdom who dwells in the sacred waters of the pool, I call upon the powers of the West. Hail and Welcome!

NORTH (Paula): With the blessing of the great bear in the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth, I call upon the powers of the North. Hail and Welcome!

DRUID 1: May the harmony of our circle be complete.
The Rite

EAST (Moss): I proclaim the festival of Alban Arthan – the Light of Arthur- at the Winter Solstice.
WEST (Janey): The turning point of the whole world.

SOUTH (Pat): The time of nadir and rebirth.

NORTH (Paula): I proclaim the time of greatest light.
DRUID 2: The Winter Solstice is marked throughout the whole world and belongs not to one area or one people, but stands for truth universal. As one we stand in this circle and attend the triumph of the dark. Now is the time to mourn that which is finished and dying.

DRUID 1: Now is the time to acknowledge all that has gone before and is no more. The warm breezes of the high summer are a memory, we are far from that place and now we witness the darkest point.
DRUID 2: The oak is bare, the earth is cold, the sky is black—from where could hope arise?

DRUID 1: We are as far from the summer lands as ever we could be. It seems the very land around us is dead.
DRUID 2: The cold and the dark have grown strong. We mourn the passing of the bright days.

DRUID 1: Our eyes are wet with the tears of dreams lost to the dark. Our inner vision is misted by grief.

DRUID 2:  The world is spiraling in the darkness, lost to the light, with the sun veiled in a dark disguise.

DRUID 1: Let us extinguish all lights and enter into deep meditation. 
(PAUSE WHILE all lights are extinguished.)
PAULA: See if you can feel the darkness within yourself and the world around you. Visualize the Earth and the Sun in space, the distance between them, their movement, the tilt of the Earth’s axis away from the Sun. Picture where you are standing on the globe. Feel the power of the earth beneath you, the pull of her gravity, and, if it feels right, let energy gently sink down into the deep, dark Earth. Let yourself forget about time, about work, about your cares and concerns. The Earth is deep and dark, all enfolding, all-absorbing. You don’t have to do anything or make anything or change anything. Rest here as long as you like…(PAUSE)…when the time is right, you will feel that the slow spin of the Earth is bringing you nearer to the light once again, and in the midst of the darkness you visualize, or sense a tiny light beginning to grow.
(PAUSE WHILE someone begins the cascading AWENS. Continue as the energy is raised and lowers naturally.)
DRUID 2: Let the darkness be felt with our minds and our hearts. Only out of darkness does light arise…only when we have mourned the passing of the old can rebirth occur…We know well that there will be a new dawn tomorrow, after this the longest of nights. Yet often we forget this simple truth. When we let go of our longing for the past, we are free to nurture the still small light of hope in our hearts. Let us pause again.
(Pause for silence.)
DRUID 1: A flame is lit in the in the depths of our souls. Let us pass this light around the circle. The new fire is with us in this circle of light. 
(PAUSE WHILE DRUID 1 lights the candle held by the person to the left, passing the light around the circle. The MABON is the last person’s candle to be lit.)
DRUID 2: I proclaim the creation of all things, the revolution of all that is past towards a new goal. The child is born that grows into the great Sun-God Og (pronounced Oh-g).The great Og is in every Mabon. Yet every Og shall occlude and diminish. And every Og is reborn as a Mabon. Such is the circle of life.

MABON: I come to this place as a child of future generations. My gift is the gentle flame of hope that each new life brings into this world. I, and those who follow me, ask that those of you who gave us life protect this sacred flame. You who are the earthly guardians of wisdom unite together in peace and harmony to protect this planet, our home. This I ask for the children of the world. (Lights the central candle.)
DRUID 1: See how from the one source of all Life, Light, and Love, our own tiny flames have been rekindled. Feel the strength of those flames united. Within our daily lives, let us unite our thoughts and our actions with all those who work for peace in this world—with all those who work to build a safer Earth for the generations to come.
DRUID 2: As the light is reborn, let us sing to the returning sun. May our voices be heard in the heavens.
(PAUSE WHILE carol books are distributed and pagan carols are sung.)
OAK BEARER: (Moves to center.) At this nadir of the year, at the center of this sacred circle, I hail the King of the Trees. (Uplifts Oak bough) I praise the glory of the Oak, the lover of the lightning, the symbol of the eternal and the infinite. (Places the Oak on the altar.)
MISTLETOE BEARER: At this time of greatest dark, (Uplift Mistletoe) I raise this All-heal that was born between heaven and earth. May the spirits of the moment and eternity be one.

(Mistletoe is placed with the Oak on the altar.)
DRUID 1: (Cutting Mistletoe with Golden Sickle) With golden blade of crescent moon the Goddess takes the seed of life from the God. In every death is the seed of birth, and in the darkness of the longest night we await the dawning of the waxing year. Take in token the seed of the Golden Bough, sown on the Oak of Eternity. Let the youngest in our circle, our seed and our hope for the future, bear this bright blessing among us. May the Child of Light be reborn forever.
(PAUSE WHILE the MABON distributes sprigs of mistletoe to all.)

DRUID 2: May the power of this moment inspire us, here at the rebirth of the light. May our lives and our hearts be filled with joy.

The Closing
DRUID 1: It is the hour of recall. Let us all recite the Druid oath printed on the purple card.

ALL: (Read 3 times) We swear, by peace and love to stand

Heart to heart and hand in hand.

Mark, O Spirit and hear us now,

Confirming this, our sacred vow.
DRUID 2: And let us all intone 3 Awens.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)
DRUID 1: May the Spirit of this place be thanked for its blessings.

(PAUSE WHILE the God/Goddess is thanked.)
DRUID 2: May the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

NORTH: In the name of the great bear in the starry heavens and the element of earth, I thank the powers of the North. Hail and Farewell!

WEST: In the name of the salmon of wisdom and the element of water, I thank the powers of the West. Hail and Farewell!

SOUTH: In the name of the great stag in the heat of the chase and the element of fire, I thank the powers of the South. Hail and Farewell!

EAST: In the name of the hawk of dawn and the element of air, I thank the powers of the East. Hail and Farewell!
DRUID 1: May the harmony of our lives and the land be complete
DRUID 2: May the circle be unwound.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is unwound.)
DRUID 1: I declare this ceremony of Alban Arthan closed in the apparent world. May its inspiration continue within our beings. 
. 
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