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Circle of Coll Seed Group

Alban Hefin Ceremony - 2009

ROLES:

Stephanie – Grounding Meditation, Druid 1

Moss – North/Earth

Old Blue – South/Fire, Circle Casting and Undwinding, Oak Bearer

Ruth Ann – West/Water

West – East/Air, Sword Bearer 
TBD – Druid 2

Participants - each brings an intention, prayer or aspiration for the season.

PROPS:

Sword, Oak Crown, Fire Bowl, water, stones, crystals, shofar, bodhran, altar + cloth, broom, flower petals
ALTAR:
Bowl of Water
Cauldron/Fire Bowl

Crown of Oak
Sword
Other altar items such as flowers, stones, symbols of God and Goddess, etc.
(Before participants enter the grove, the circle will be cast with flower petals, and smudged with cleansing herbs.)

THE CALLING

(Moss calls the group to the Ritual using the Shofar)

THE GROUNDING

(Offering by Stephanie)

THE OPENING

DRUID 1: By the power of star and stone,
By the power of the land within and without,
By all that is Fair and Free,
We welcome you to this rite of Alban Hefin
In the Seed Group of the Circle of Coll.
DRUID 2: We have come from the East and West, North and South to be here together today.

Let us join hands and take three breaths… (particpants join hands)
Together with the Earth beneath us…

Together with the Sky above us…

Together with the Sea around us…

With the blessings of Earth, Sea and Sky may our ceremony begin! (all release hands)
 

DRUID 1: Let us join in this prayer that unites all Druids printed on your blue card.
ALL: Grant, oh Spirit, thy protection.

And in protection, strength

And in strength, understanding.

And in understanding, knowledge.

And in knowledge, the knowledge of justice.

And in the knowledge of justice, the love of it.

And in the love of it, the love of all existences.

And in the love of all existences, the love of Spirit and all goodness.

DRUID 2: And now, let us tone 3 Awens, the sacred song of light and peace.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL entone 3 Awens.)

DRUID 1: Let our circle be as we open our hearts and eyes to the inner world here in this sacred space.

(PAUSE WHILE the ‘door’ is closed.)

DRUID 2: Now let the circle be consecrated with Water and Fire.
WATER BEARER: May our circle be purfied and blessed with the Element of Water. (moves sunwise with water)

FIRE BEARER:  May our circle be purified and blessed with the Element of Fire. (moves sunwise with candle or incense)
(PAUSE WHILE the circle is consecrated with Water and Light.)

DRUID 1: We stand together in the eye of the sun/by the light of the stars, here and now, between past and future.

DRUID 2: Let the four directions be honored, and let the gateways to the Quarters be opened, that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.

(PAUSE WHILE the four directions are called and the Crystals are placed on the Altar)

DRUID 1: May the harmony of our circle be complete.

THE RITE

DRUID 2: We are gathered at this Place of Light, in the eye of the sun, to celebrate the Summer Solstice.

DRUID 1: I proclaim the festival of Alban Hefin, the Light of the Shore—at this time of Solstice. The greatest of all the feasts of fire, beloved of the Faerie folk.

DRUID 2: The time of the triumph of the green of the land. I proclaim the time of highest light. 

DRUID 1: We are met here at this time of the longest Day of the year to celebrate the zenith of the Sun. We come together to honor a great mystery—that every zenith contains a nadir, as every nadir its zenith. We come together to celebrate the power of light, and warmth and Summer.

DRUID 2: The sun which has warmed and lighted us through the Wheel of the Year seems to stand still for several days. This is the Time of Great Light. And now, let us make an offering to the Sun.
(PAUSE WHILE Moss reads offering.)
DRUID 2: May the Ancient Wisdom of our Druid heritage, that deep source of Eternal Truth, held within our lands and our people, be warmed by the Inner Light of the Sun, whose power on this day we acknowledge. Let us stand together, united by a bond of love, peace, and harmony into the world; sending healing to this Earth, our Home, our Mother, for the sake of our children and all Life.
DRUID 1: Now let those step forward, one at a time, who would stand at the centre of this sacred place, in the eye of the sun, and within the circle of their companions. 

(Participants may step into the circle to receive a piece of St. Johns Wort, to make an offering to the sun and to speak their intention or aspiration. The herb is then cast to the fire.)
(PAUSE WHILE this is done.)

OAK BEARER: At this crown of the year, at the centre of this ancient land, I hail the King of the Trees.

(Lifts up the Oak Crown) I praise the Glory of the Oak, the lover of the lightning. The giver of shade at burning noon. At this time of your greatest strength I unite your life with this circle, so marking the zenith of the year.

SWORD BEARER: At this time of highest light (raising the sword hilt upward) I raise this blade that was born in the fire as a bridge between heaven and earth.

DRUID 2: May the crown be lowered onto the sword and displayed for all to see, while we make another offering to the Sun.
 (PAUSE WHILE Oak Bearer lowers crown onto sword hilt and they walk together sunwise around the circle displaying the crown and sword, then return to their places.)

(PAUSE WHILE Second Offering is read by Ruth Ann.)

DRUID 1: In honor of the day of greatest light we stand in celebration. May the Sun that is the inspirer shine within our hearts. May the power of this moment inspire us, here at the rebirth of the light. May our lives and hearts be filled with joy. Let us take all take three deep breaths to honor this moment. 

(ALL PAUSE for three deep breaths.)

THE CLOSING

DRUID 1: It is the hour of recall. Let us all sing the Druid oath printed on the purple card.
ALL: (Sing 3 times – led by Stephanie) We swear, by peace and love to stand

Heart to heart and hand in hand.

Mark, O Spirit and hear us now,

Confirming this, our sacred vow.

DRUID 2: And let us all intone 3 Awens.
(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)

DRUID 1: We offer thanks  and give honor to the Spirit of this place. May we now thank the Four Directions for their blessings.

(PAUSE WHILE the Four Directions are thanked.)
DRUID 1: May the harmony of our lives and the land be complete.
DRUID 2: May the circle be unwound.
(PAUSE WHILE the circle is unwound, dispersing the petals with the broom.)
DRUID 1: May the blessings of the God, Goddess and Great Spirit be always with us. I declare this ceremony of Alban Hefin closed in the apparent world. May its inspiration continue within our beings. 
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