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Circle of Coll Seed Group

Beltane Ceremony - 2009

Roles:

WEST to lead the grounding meditation 
OLD BLUE to cast/unwind the circle
RUTH ANN – Bearer of Water/West

OLD BLUE – Bearer of Fire/South

MOSS – Bearer of Earth/North

MAUREEN -  Bearer of Air/East
SARIA - Someone to welcome/thank the God/Goddess/Spirit 
KATY – Flower Queen 
WEST – Green King
MICKEY – Bearer of Rosemary
JAYNEY - DRUID 1

GARY - DRUID 2
 
Each participant is given a piece of paper and a pencil. (All participants write something they would like to manifest in the coming year on the piece of paper prior to the ritual.)
Two fires are burning

On the altar are the following:
Bowl of water
Incense or candle (lighted)
Two bowls of stones
Rosemary – enough for each participant to have a sprig
Other items of meaning

The Grounding

(WEST leads the grounding meditation with drum and poetry as all participants assume the grounding posture.)

The Opening

DRUID 1: By the power of star and stone,
By the power of the land within and without,
By all that is Fair and Free,
We welcome you to this rite of Beltane
In the Seed Group of the Circle of Coll.

DRUID 2: With the blessings of Earth, Sea, and Sky may our ceremony begin! And now, let the Great Spirit of this place be welcomed.

(PAUSE WHILE the God and/or Goddess is welcomed.)
 
DRUID 1: Let us join in this prayer that unites all Druids printed on your blue card.
ALL: Grant, oh Spirit, thy protection.

And in protection, strength

And in strength, understanding.

And in understanding, knowledge.

And in knowledge, the knowledge of justice.

And in the knowledge of justice, the love of it.

And in the love of it, the love of all existences.

And in the love of all existences, the love of Spirit and all goodness.

DRUID 2: And now, let us tone 3 Awens, the sacred song of light and peace.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)
DRUID 1: Let the circle be cast for protection and to unite us in sacred space.

(PAUSE WHILE
OLD BLUE casts the circle.)
DRUID 2: Let the four directions be honored, and let the gateways to the Quarters be opened, that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.

(PAUSE WHILE 
MOSS leads a meditation to raise energy from the Four Directions with the help of the Bearers of the Elements:

MAUREEN -  Bearer of Air/East

OLD BLUE – Bearer of Fire/South
RUTH ANN – Bearer of Water/West

MOSS – Bearer of Earth/North)

DRUID 2: Now let the circle be consecrated with Water and Fire.

(PAUSE WHILE
RUTH ANN consecrates the circle (clockwise) with bowl of water as OLD BLUE follows her consecrating the circle (clockwise) with incense or candle.)
DRUID 1: May the harmony of our circle be complete.
The Rite

DRUID 2: In our circle burn the twin fires of Beltane. Masculine and Feminine; Goddess and God; Stars and Earth; each in each one of us. Let us now in perfect love and perfect trust center ourselves in peace and in power.
DRUID 1: And let us witness in our sacred circle, and in the secret places of our hearts, the union of these powers, the Lord and Father of Life, and the Lady and Mother of the Land.

FLOWER QUEEN: (Stepping forward from her place in the North East, looking at the King) I am the Lady of the Land, the horn of plenty and womb of the wild. I am the light of the sickle moon, manifest in the ripe fruit and flower of the grove. I call to the Lord, the Green King, the Father of the quickening life of my womb.

GREEN KING: (Stepping forward from his place in the South East, looking at the Queen) I am the Lord of the Land, the power and heart of the wild. I am the light of the sun manifest in the fertile green of the grove. I call to the Lady, the Flower Queen, the Mother within whom my seed is sown in the cauldron of life.

KING AND QUEEN: Together we join in union, Sun and Moon, King and Queen, Father and Mother, Seed and Soil, to call forth and create life anew. 

(They walk together between the fires and each pick up a bowl of stones from the altar.)
DRUID 2: With this victory the powers of the Sun and Moon unite within each of us. With our right hands we father the Child, with our left hands we mother it.

DRUID 1: Within us lives the alchemy of this union of opposites. Let us each pass between the Beltane Gate between the sacred fires to offer the Flower Queen and the Green King our blessings, in the form of a sprig of rosemary, symbol of love and youth, as well as our own written desire for manifestation.

(PAUSE WHILE 
MICKEY takes up the rosemary and stands at the Gate between the fires. DRUID 1 and DRUID 2 lead the participants in a procession to the Gate where MICKEY gives each participant a sprig of rosemary. Each man approaches the Queen while each woman approaches the King. Each participant gives the Queen or King the sprig and their written desire, in return they receive a stone and a blessing.)

KING AND QUEEN: Within this stone dwells the seed of creation, may its power be manifest in your life. 
DRUID 2: From the divine union of Sun and Moon, of the masculine and the feminine, is born the May Child, the Mabon (pronounced may-bahn), the third force, the energy of creation. We welcome the flowering of the Mabon and pledge to cherish and nurture this bright child of creative energy, whatever form it may take in our lives. The Flower Queen and the Green King represent this divine creative force by placing the rosemary and our desires for manifestation in the Beltane fire. The sacred fire that transforms.
(PAUSE WHILE the Queen and King approach the fires to burn the rosemary and the slips of paper.)

DRUID 1: May the spirit of the Beltane fire fill us with the light of creation. Help us to radiate light upon the world by granting us the wisdom to use and direct the light always for the benefit of the world. We ask this in the name of the Sun Father, the Moon Mother, One Being of Light.
The Closing

DRUID 2: It is the hour of recall. Let us all recite the Druid oath printed on the purple card.

ALL: (Read 3 times) We swear, by peace and love to stand

Heart to heart and hand in hand.

Mark, O Spirit and hear us now,

Confirming this, our sacred vow.
DRUID 1: And let us all intone 3 Awens.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)
DRUID 2: May the Spirit of this place be thanked for its blessings.

(PAUSE WHILE the God/Goddess is thanked.)
DRUID 1: May the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

(PAUSE WHILE the Four Directions are thanked:
MOSS – Bearer of Earth/North
RUTH ANN – Bearer of Water/West
OLD BLUE – Bearer of Fire/South
MAUREEN - Bearer of Air/East)
DRUID 2: May the harmony of our lives and the land be complete.

DRUID 1: May the circle be unwound.

(PAUSE WHILE 
OLD BLUE unwinds the circle.)
DRUID 2: May its inspiration continue within our beings. 
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