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Circle of Coll Seed Group

Imbolc Ceremony 2010: 

Theme: Seeds of Abundance

What does abundance mean to you? How do we inspire ourselves to create our own abundance? What kinds of seeds of abundance do you intend to plant for the next cycle? Please reflect on what kind of energies you would like to invite into your life this coming cycle and join us as we plant both literal and metaphorical seeds of abundance this coming Imbolc. You are welcome to bring planting seeds that symbolize the energies you wish to manifest in the coming season. The energies of Lady Brigid will join us on this coming Imbolc night.
Roles:

Herald: Pat
Grounding meditation: Stefanie
Casting Circle: Nicole (if necessary)
Someone to consecrate the circle 
Calling the directions 
Invoker of Lady Brigid with fire 
Lady Brigid: (Possibly Katy)

Druid 1: Nicole

Druid 2: Stefanie

North: Ruth

South: Sarah

East: Moss 

West: Gary

Northeast

Northwest

Southeast

Southwest

Altar Items:

Brigid’s Cross
A pot of snow drops or early blooming flower
Alban Arthur candle (lighted)
19 candles (unlighted)
Incense or small candle (lighted)

I. The Opening

DRUID 1: 
By the power of star and stone,
By the power of the land within and without,
By all that is Fair and Free,
We welcome you to this rite of Imbolc
In the Seed Group of the Circle of Coll.

DRUID 2: With the blessings of Earth, Sea, and Sky may our ceremony begin! Let us begin by giving peace to the quarters, for without peace can no work be. 

DRUID 1: (Saluting each direction.)
May there be peace in the North.
May there be peace in the South.
May there be peace in the West.
May there be peace in the East.

DRUID 1 AND DRUID 2: May there be peace throughout the whole world.

DRUID 2: Let us join in this prayer that unites all Druids printed on your blue card.

ALL: Grant, oh Spirit, thy protection.

And in protection, strength

And in strength, understanding.

And in understanding, knowledge.

And in knowledge, the knowledge of justice.

And in the knowledge of justice, the love of it.

And in the love of it, the love of all existences.

And in the love of all existences, the love of Spirit and all goodness.

DRUID 1: And now, let us tone 3 Awens, the sacred song of light and peace.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL entone 3 Awens.)
DRUID 1: Let all disturbing thoughts be laid aside.

DRUID 2: The circle of our horizon – of our lives and lands, of time and of the year, of seasons and of goodness, of birth and of growing, of dying and of rebirth… 

DRUID 2: As this circle is cast, the enchantment of the apparent world subsides. We stand together by the light of the stars, here and now, between past and future. This is sacred time, this is sacred space.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is cast.)

DRUID 1: Now let us consecrate the circle with Water and Fire.
WEST/WATERBEARER: May our circle be purified and blessed with the Element of Water.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is consecrated with Water.)
SOUTH/FIREBEARER: May our circle be purified and blessed with the Element of Fire
(PAUSE WHILE the circle is consecrated with Water and Fire.)
DRUID 1: We gather as equals, in our physical form here upon the earth. Each presence is a blessing, and with every breath we take, we breathe light and life into this circle.

DRUID 2: Let the four directions be honored, and let the gateways to the Quarters be opened, that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.
EAST (turning and facing outwards): With the blessing of the hawk of dawn soaring in the clear pure air, we call upon the powers of the East.

SOUTH (turning and facing outward): With the blessing of the great stag in the heat of the chase, and the inner fire of the sun, we call upon the powers of the South.

WEST (turning facing and outward): With the blessing of the salmon of wisdom who dwells within the sacred waters of the pool, we call upon the powers of the West.

NORTH (turning and facing outwards): With the blessing of the great bear of the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth we call upon the powers of the North.

(All turn to face within the circle)

ALL:  May the harmony of our circle be complete.
II. Guided Visualization: 

Presented by Stefanie

At the end of the visualization: 

STEFANIE: And now, let us tone cascading Awens, the sacred song of light and peace.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL entone cascading Awens for approximately 2 minutes.)
(Pause while energy is directed for healing in Haiti – Ruth or Nicole reads)

III. The Rite:

HERALD: Within this circle and in the apparent world, I declare the opening of this ceremony of Imbolc. Its symbol is the snowdrop, sacred symbol of the Goddess that blooms bright in the snow.

DRUID 1: (Name of the participant in the NE) is in place of the young child, a place of winds and water, at the place of Imbolc, the season of Brighid. With water are we refreshed and cleansed, and in the wind does the spirit speak.
NORTHEAST: Lady, the snow drops have pushed their way through the cold, wet earth, and we dream of your return.
DRUID 1: (Name of the participant in the SE) is in the place of the rising light, a place of energy and fertility, Beltain and the Hawk of May. Let our inspiration not fail us.

SOUTHEAST: The birds are ready to return from their winter homes, and the trees are waiting to bring forth new leaves.
ALL: Come back to us Lady, and bring the Spring.

DRUID 1: (Name of the participant in the SW) is in the place of high summer, the feast of Lugh. S/he guards and feeds the fire. His/Hers is the heart of the ceremony. May it be warm.

SOUTHWEST: The plants which were harvested and returned to you in the earth are close to renewal.

ALL: Come back to us Lady, and bring the Spring.

DRUID 1: (Name of the participant in the NW) is s/he who chants and leads the rhythms of movement in the place of the caves of the soul, during the dark time of Samhuinn. May his/her voice, and our actions, be strong. May we ride well the storm of sound.

NORTHWEST: On this night we remember the Goddess of Winter, the Cailleach, whose time is passing. Now we await the return of the Maiden.
ALL: Come back to us Lady, and bring the Spring.
DRUID 2: See how all around us are air and fire. The leaves of the trees speak to us with the breath of air; and in the heart of the wood is the seed of fire. The leaves whisper of one who has come in youth and hope. The Lady is close.
NORTHEAST: (steps forward with snowdrops) Welcome Brigid, gentle maiden, bathed in the white milk of nurturing. May the fire of your spirit shine through us. Bless us with the breath of life. 
SOUTH: Welcome Brigid, Queen of the South, whose inner fire touches the sun. May the radiant warmth of your love be felt in our hearts. Bless us with your inspiration.

PAUSE WHILE both NE & S walk to stand either side of NW who steps forward and says:

NORTHWEST: Welcome Brigid, seer and guide, lead us safely through the sacred maze to the centre of the spiral. Let the light of the young one bless us with healing.

(PAUSE WHILE all three spiral around the center led by the NW. NE places snowdrops by central fire. South lights the two large candles or lanterns.)

NORTHWEST: Brigid, guard your fire, this is your night.
DRUID 1: In the name of the Guardians of this Order, and of all those here to greet you, I bid you welcome O Lady Brigid. Please bless us with your presence once again.

THE LADY BRIGID: I bring this water of healing and renewal, that all who would walk in my footsteps might bring joy and inspiration to each of you, these lands, and the seeds of abundance we will plant on this night. 
(PAUSE WHILE THE LADY BRIGID and DRUID 2 circle clockwise around the circle, anointing the heads of each participant and their planted seeds. DRUID 2 places earth into each planter, and Lady Brigid anoits both person and seed with water,  as LADY BRIGID says:)
May this water bless you.

(When everyone has been anointed, LADY BRIGID returns to the center.)

THE LADY BRIGID: (Raising the Alban Arthan candle) Behold the light I have nurtured. Through the dark and the cold of winter we have each carried forward from Alban Arthan a tiny flame. Soon the light of the Sun will be strong enough to truly warm the earth once more. Guard well the seed of your light! (Returns to her place in the circle.)
DRUID 1: Brigid is the goddess of the well and the flame, of fire and water. But she is also the goddess of poetry and of healing. Let us first pause for a moment of silence—in meditation for the healing of ourselves, our loved ones and of the Earth. After our moment of silence – we offer a song in her honor.
(PAUSE WHILE ALL participants meditate in silence. Then, West sings the song in honor of Brigid.)

IV. The Closing

DRUID 1: It is the hour of recall. Let us all recite the Druid oath printed on the purple card.

ALL: (Read 3 times) 
We swear, by peace and love to stand

Heart to heart and hand in hand.

Mark, O Spirit and hear us now,

Confirming this, our sacred vow.

DRUID 2: And let us all intone 3 Awens.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)
DRUID 1: May the Spirit of this place be thanked for its blessings.

(PAUSE WHILE the God/Goddess is thanked.)
DRUID 2: May the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

NORTH: In the name of the great bear of the starry heavens and the deep and fruitful earth, we  thank the powers of the North.

WEST: In the name of the salmon of wisdom who dwells within the sacred waters of the pool, we thank the powers of the West.

SOUTH: In the name of the great stag in the heat of the chase, and the inner fire of the sun, we thank the powers of the South.

EAST: In the name of the hawk of dawn soaring in the clear pure air, we thank the powers of the East.

DRUID 1: May the harmony of our lives and the land be complete.

DRUID 2: May the circle be unwound.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is unwound, counter sunwise)
DRUID 1: May the blessings of the God/Goddess/Spirit be always with us. I declare this ceremony of Imbolc is closed in the apparent world. May its inspiration continue within our beings. 
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