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Circle of Coll Seed Group

Lughnasadh Ceremony 2009

Oak Grove – Washington Park Arboretum

Roles:

Processional and Bardic Grounding, Accompaniment – Dann

Earth Mother – Stefanie

South/Fire – West

West – Moss

East/Druid 1 - Janey

North/Druid 2 – Katy

Bard (John Barleycorn) - Pat

On the altar are the following:
Bowl of Water
Candle
Mead or apple juice and enough glasses for all participants

Bowl of Fruit (blackberries?)

Hominy bread cut in pieces, one for each participant, covered with a cloth
Dried Ears of Corn

Bowl of dried corn kernels

Cauldron with incense, etc. 
Other altar items such as flowers, stones, symbols of God and Goddess, etc. 

The Grounding

(Dan leads the group in the processional toward the space, then leads in a grounding meditation accompanied by music.)

The Opening

DRUID 1: By the power of star and stone,
By the power of the land within and without,
By all that is Fair and Free,
We welcome you to this rite of Lughnasadh
In the Seed Group of the Circle of Coll.
DRUID 2: With the blessings of Earth, Sea, and Sky may our ceremony begin! (saluting East facing out) O Goddess, we greet you and honor you, and ask for your blessings! (facing inwards) O Spirit of this place, Spirit of this circle, we ask for your blessings, your guidance and your inspiration on this our ceremony.
 

DRUID 1:  Let us begin by giving peace to the quarters, for without peace can no work be.
(Saluting each direction.)
May there be peace in the North.
May there be peace in the South.
May there be peace in the West.
May there be peace in the East.
ALL: May there be peace throughout the whole world.
DRUID 2: Let us join in this prayer that unites all Druids printed on your blue card.
ALL: Grant, oh Spirit, thy protection.

And in protection, strength

And in strength, understanding.

And in understanding, knowledge.

And in knowledge, the knowledge of justice.

And in the knowledge of justice, the love of it.

And in the love of it, the love of all existences.

And in the love of all existences, the love of Spirit and all goodness.

DRUID 1: And now, let us tone 3 Awens, the sacred song of light and peace.

(PAUSE WHILE ALL entone 3 Awens.)

DRUID 2: Let the circle be cast for protection and to unite us in sacred space.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is cast.)

DRUID 1: Now let the circle be consecrated with Water and Fire.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is consecrated with Water and Fire.)

DRUID 2: Let the four directions be honored, and let the gateways to the Quarters be opened, that power and radiance might enter our circle for the good of all beings.

(PAUSE WHILE the four directions are called.)

DRUID 1: May the harmony of our circle be complete.

The Rite

DRUID 2: Within this circle and the apparent world, I declare the opening of this ceremony of Lughnasadh.

DRUID 1: As we revel in the height of summer, let us remember how the wheel has turned.

NORTH: In the night of the Year, the land lay bare.

EAST: In the dawn of the Year, the buds burst, shoots sprouted.

SOUTH: In the noon of the Year, flowers bloomed, petals blossomed.

WEST: Now is the First Harvest. Ripe fruit falls, the golden corn will be cut and threshed, hay will be laid out to dry.

DRUID 2: The union of the Solar King and the Sovereign Queen of our land ensures the fertility of the earth. Now, as the wheel turns, the Solar King must give up his power, and in this sacrifice, the harvest is ensured.

DRUID 1: We are born of the Earth, we eat of the Earth, we drink of her waters, and we breathe of her air. And when we die, our body returns to her body.

DRUID 2: Let us be glad of the Mother’s gifts. She bears us as She bears the wehat in the field. Remember as you begin to gather the harvest of the land, that also you may gather the fruits and seed of your own soul’s harvest.

THE EARTH MOTHER: Let us then also remember the Father’s gifts.

SOUTH: At midday the golden Lord is sacrificed in his strength. His passion is in the fire. This is love.

WEST: In the evening His body is washed for its wounds. His healing is in the waters. This is Light.

NORTH: At night His form is laid deep in the lap of the Land. His transformation is in the Earth. This is Law.

EAST: In the morning the Child of Light is reborn. His renewal is in the air. This is Life.

THE EARTH MOTHER: Death and glory, healing, transformation and renewal, this is the journey of the seed; and the seed is Spirit.

(PAUSE WHILE the story of John Barleycorn is told by a Storyteller with musical accompaniment) 
DRUID 2: (After the story has been told.) And now, hear a traditional harvest song, the Ballad of John Barleycorn.

(PAT SINGS)

There were three kings into the east, 
Three kings both great and high, 
And they had sworn a solemn oath 
John Barleycorn should die. 

They took a plough and ploughed him down, 
Put clods upon his head, 
And they had sworn a solemn oath 
John Barleycorn was dead. 

But the cheerful Spring came kindly on, 
And showers began to fall; 
John Barleycorn got up again, 
And sore surprised them all. 

The sultry suns of Summer came, 
And he grew thick and strong; 
His head well armed with pointed spears, 
That no one should him wrong. 

The sober Autumn entered mild, 
When he grew weak and pale; 
His bending joints and drooping head 
Showed he began to fail. 

His color sickened more and more, 
He faded into age; 
And then his enemies began 
To show their deadly rage. 

They did take his very heart's blood, 
And drank it round and round; 
And still the more and more they drank, 
Their joy did more abound. 

John Barleycorn was a hero bold, 
Of noble enterprise; 
For if you do but taste his blood, 
'Twill make your courage rise. 

Then let us toast John Barleycorn, 
Each one a glass in hand; 
And may his great posterity 
Never fail across the land! 

SOUTH: (Holding up the corn.) Born is hope, ripe at the harvest, so may you be blessed.

(PAUSE WHILE NORTH distributes a kernel of corn to each participant.)

DRUID 1: Let us each charge this sacred grain with an innermost desire to be manifested and harvested as the corn on the stalk is transformed into bread.
(PAUSE WHILE the kernels are charged and collected and brought to the altar.)
NORTH: (goes to center, holds the loaf covered in cloth, unseen) The mystery of transformation; so may you all be blessed.

SOUTH: (Uncovers the loaf, breaks it apart and distributes pieces to all, saying) Hear now, the Earth Mother’s Promise as we eat this, the bread of our life.

(PAUSE WHILE the bread is distributed, followed by the Mead/Juice. The Earth Mother walks sunwise around the outside of the circle reading The Promise as the participants take the bread and drink.)

THE EARTH MOTHER:

As you walk upon my back, tread gently,

As you eat of my fruits, share them with others,

As you breathe of my air, speak softly my name,

And I will nurture you.

As you drink of my waters, feel me inside you,

As you gaze upon my beauty, be part of me,

As you listen to the wind in my trees, hear me calling,

And I will comfort you.

As you rest against my body, I will support you,

As you walk my many paths, I will be with you,

As you are my child, I will raise you,

And I will bless you through all the days of your lives.

The Closing
DRUID 1: It is the hour of recall. Let us all sing the Druid oath printed on the purple card.
ALL: (Sing 3 times) We swear, by peace and love to stand

Heart to heart and hand in hand.

Mark, O Spirit and hear us now,

Confirming this, our sacred vow.

DRUID 2: And let us all intone 3 Awens.
(PAUSE WHILE ALL intone 3 Awens.)

DRUID 1: May the Spirit of this place be thanked for its blessings.

(PAUSE WHILE the God/Goddess is thanked.)

DRUID 2: May the Four Directions be thanked for their blessings. 

(PAUSE WHILE the Four Directions are thanked.)

DRUID 1: May the harmony of our lives and the land be complete.

DRUID 2: May the circle be unwound.

(PAUSE WHILE the circle is unwound.)

DRUID 1: May the blessings of the Goddess be always with us. I declare this ceremony of Lughnasadh is closed in the apparent world. May its inspiration continue within our beings. 
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