It’s a New Year and We Have a New Name:  The JAX Adventure & Activity Group.  
We had a great 2010 but let’s make 2011 the best year yet for our Group!
We want to thank all of our members, event organizers, event hosts and photographers for contributing to the success of this group.  We look forward to new events as well as old favorites as we move into the New Year.

Important Information – All Members Must Read

1. Meetup Etiquette & Guidelines:  A lot of time and effort goes into planning and executing meetup events such as dinners, wine tastings, happy hours, live music, theater and house parties.  Organizers try to negotiate special discount prices and many times have private room fees waived to ensure the best experience possible for our group.  When planning for a specific number of attendees based on the RSVP’s and then to have half of the members not show up jeopardizes our reputation with that particular venue and also frustrates the organizers who work hard in planning the events. 
If you cannot attend an event all you need to do is update your RSVP on the site or call one of the organizers.  Even better, try to get someone to take your place especially if you have to cancel at the last minute.  When participation is limited and you do now show up you have prevented other members from attending.  If you are not sure of your schedule then do not RSVP Yes.  You may post a comment saying that you are going to try to attend and will update your RSVP at a later date.
2. New No Show Policy to be implemented effective immediately:

· Members will be tracked as to the number of No Shows for all events

· After 3 No Shows a member may be removed from the meetup group

· For certain events there will be a Pre-Pay policy and those who do not show up will forfeit their payment/deposit.

3. Other Important Considerations:

· When hosting an event please make it a point to greet new members and make introductions to the group.
· All members please keep in mind when you are at someone’s home that you clean up after yourself. Discard your dish/cup in the trash. Be sure if you bring a dish that you take it when you leave and ladies try to leave purses locked in your car. 

· New members please make an effort to introduce yourself to the host and members at your first few events.  Keep in mind that the host may be busy ensuring everything is going smoothly.

· All members are welcome to make suggestions, host events and are encouraged to get involved in any way possible.  We want everyone to have a voice!

4. $12 Membership Dues should be paid by February 6, 2011.  Members who join after June 30th will be required to pay $6.  Group funds are always used to contribute to various events through-out the year.  Payment Options:
· PayPal (preferred) – easiest method to track and confirm
· Amazon

· Check (email Mona for her information)

· Cash (give directly to Mona or one of the assistant organizers).  It is your responsibility to email Mona letting her know that you have paid. If you fail to email Mona then you may be removed from the group in error. 
5. Janet and Debbie have volunteered to coordinate our Birthday Socials so look for more details to come.  Be sure to update your profile to include your birthday (Month/Day only).
6. Janet O’Rourke has volunteered to create a Quarterly Newsletter (report on past or upcoming events; member milestones, networking opportunities, services you are looking for or provide, etc.).  Please send any suggestions, funny stories, experiences and ideas directly to Janet.

7. Volunteers are still needed for the following:

· Photographers to take pictures at events and upload to our site

· Research Travel Destinations and Accommodations

· Coordinate Networking/Seminar Events 

· Assistant Organizers and Event Hosts 

