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Socializing for justice



group fights Activist burnout

Socializing for Justice uses fun social events to counteract isolation
For Immediate Release
Boston, MA/January 21, 2008
Launched in August 2006, Socializing for Justice, is Boston’s fastest growing cross-issue progressive network.  They are doing it by putting the “social” back in social justice.

Socializing for Justice, or “SoJust” as it’s known by its members, offers fun social events twice a month which are focused on giving attendees a chance to meet each other and find connections.  Event attendance has ranged from a dozen to over 120 and attracts newcomers to the city to seasoned organizers and everyone in between.  
Founded by local activist and event planner, Robbie Samuels, SoJust aims to bring together people across Greater Boston who are working for justice – regardless of what issues they focus on.  Samuels adds, “As we like to say, ‘if you think this group MIGHT be for you – it is.’”

SoJust has built a membership of over 700 members, and has hosted 27 events including: Game Night for Justice, Bowling for Justice, Cocktails for Justice, Ice Skating for Justice, and recently, Samba for Justice.  On January 30th of this year, SoJust is hosting its fourth large-scale social, “Putting the SOCIAL Back in Social Justice IV” at the Foggy Goggle on Boylston Street.  Samuels’ fellow SoJust organizer Hilary Allen adds, “Sometimes, the event names can get a little silly, but the whole idea for this group was for it to just be fun!  It’s like what activist Emma Goldman said: ‘If I can’t dance, I don’t want to be a part of your revolution.’  These days progressives have a hard time remembering that.”  Combating the realities of isolation and burnout within the organizing community in Boston was one of the main reasons for starting SoJust.  

Another reason was to address what Samuels was repeatedly finding in this work – that individuals, organizations, and campaigns stunted their effectiveness by focusing solely on single-issue work.  He shares, “There was a definite void that I thought SoJust could fill, while upsetting the nature of organizing in Boston by 'issue silo' only.  I thought that if we could get enough people representing enough progressive issues into a room, we might be able to engender cross-issue collaboration and more effectively fight for social justice.”  
Samuels and Allen act on this mission of bringing together a diverse bunch through significant outreach efforts aimed at having diversity of age, race, gender, sexual orientation, level of activism and profession at every event.  Samuels states, “We hope everyone who attends sees someone like themselves and meets someone they otherwise wouldn't have.” 

The group is powered through Meetup.com and uses the site to list SoJust events as well as maintain a Craigslist-like message board where members can view and post events, job & volunteer announcements and roommate searches.  Social justice-related events hosted by other organizations are cross-posted to the SoJust calendar so members can discover for themselves all that Boston has to offer progressives looking for new connections.  Allen relates, “We decided to utilize Meetup not only for its ease of use but because of the site’s founding philosophy of getting people with commonalities to meet face-to-face.”  
Allen continues, “I got involved because I didn’t want yet another single-issue group to spring up – without knowing what organizing already existed.  It was time for a network to bring all those other groups together.”  The success and positive response SoJust has already had confirms that a cross-issue network was missing.  Samuels adds, “One of our earliest members told me – and I think it was quite true – ‘this is so just what Boston needed.” 

Contact info

Robbie Samuels, Organizer
cell: 617.784.0100
email: info@socializingforjustice.org

Hilary Allen, Organizer
cell: 617.650.1236


For more information about Socializing for Justice, visit www.sojust.org. 
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resh from the
grassroots cam-
paign for the gov-
ernor’s office and
staring the 2008
presidential election in the
eye, a political neophyte might
find the current political wa-
ters a bit intimidating. Fear
not: Several new groups offer
voters ofall colors the chance
to get involved simply by start-
inga conversation, playing a
‘game, or raising a glass. Ina
new twist on Tip O'Neill’s
famous trope, for these
groups, all politics is social.

Regardless of where you fall
on the political divide,
there’s a social group

SOCIALIZING FOR JUSTICE

In early August 2006, activist Robbie Samuels had an idea:
lose the cause, for a night anyway. “People don't want o go to
another meetingor discussion,”says Samuels. “This s fun
way to get together without adding to people's commitments.
Social networking i popular online — why not doit in per-
son?”

Using meetup.com as an organizing tool, SoJust plans
all-ages events both large and smallin venues across the city.
“The group has no party affilation and instead aims to bring
together al Bostonians working for justice: people working.

against racism, environmental agitators, gay-rights advocates,

Activist Robbie Samuels, Lexi Metza (centen); and Lisa Reardon have dinner during
“Scrabble for Justice!” night at Soul Fire in Allston

waiting to hear your views

BY CAITLIN O'NEIL | GLOBE CORRESPONDENT
PHOTOS BY DAVID KAMERMAN | GLOBE STAFF

class activits, and more. The group's 450 members have:
sponsored bowling for justice,knitting for justice, roller-
skating for justice, and a recent Scrabble night at Soul Fire
Grillin Allston.

“I got burnout on political activism, but now I'm ready to
get involved again,” says attendee Chris Beaman, who orgas
s the Cambridge Political Documentary meetup group. “I'm
hoping that socializing leads to action.

“Were trying to eliminate barriers ke location, age, race,
orissue;” Samuels says. “If you get people in @ rdom and they
trust cach other, they start talking and have the time and space
t0getto the finer points of their arguments””

Insead of name tags seading “Hi My
nameis; organizers disribute tags tht say
“Ask me about” or “Looking for” as means
o helppeople toconnect ver isues they
careabout, o find
“Atarecent  amewiabanew
eventatthe  roommate,ora
Fogay Goggle,  newfrend
there wasa Suys Samels,
man whose “Marecentevent
name tag said, e e Goe
Ask me about 5o therewasa

‘woman whose

abortion.” " name tag said,
Robbie Samuels sk me about
abortion. Not

Something you see every day. But she want-
edtomakea statement”

Less provocatively, people have found
jobs, roommates, and even dates. Says
‘Samuels: “It's about getting past the i,
how are you, where do you ive or work? to
the greater connection”

Visit sojust meetup.com for upeoming
eventsin your area.




Article also introduces readers to: 

Drinking Liberally, In Choice Company, Greater Boston Young Republicans and Billionares for Bush
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The Boston Globe By Meredith Goldstein
sotoncomrsteick Nightlife
The Enormous Room is
out to prove its possible
to meet thoughtiul peo-
ple at a bar. The Central
Square night spot is
hosting a soiree for So-
cializing for Justice, &
group that's al
activits, feminists, peo-
ple working against rac-
sts.”
asimple night o
chatting about causes
over cocktails; there’s no
aker o official pro-
m. Issue-minded folks
simply invited to
at6and say
There's a suggest-
ed donation of s,
the group asks that you
RSVP online. Enormous
Room, 567 Massachuselts
Ave,, Cambridge, 617
ssso. socilizingforjustice
org
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THURSDAY Dec. 14, 2006 By Bobby Hankinson

The Boston Globe

"4
o
@

It's easy to get the winter blahs. Luckily all it

takes to shake the freezing funk is a bright
idea. And this weekend is full of them.

Sunday
Ice Skating for Justice! Progressive net
working takes to the ice as local activists
take a skate break. There’s no program or
speaker, just a chance to mingle with like-
minded folks and maybe think up some fresh
ideas for change. 5 p.m. $15 donation (includes
skates), all ages. Frog Pond, Boston Common,
84 Beacon St. socializingforjustice.org
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2006

PUT THE ‘SOCIAL BACK IN ‘SOCIAL JUSTICE’

The name of the event is “Socializing for Justice,” but our favorite aspect is that
they abbreviate it “SoJust.” And “so just ...” seems to be an appropriate attitude
for the amenities they have at their place of congregation: half-price apps, $7
pitchers of beer and $12 fishbows. So just go and hang out with some people
who like to party —and build a better world. It's at 7 tonight at the Foggy Goggle
(911 Boylston St., Boston). For more information, call 617-2663399. Note: Those
people in the picture on the right are talking about social justice. mETRO/PH
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Hot tubbing for justice...
Issue Date: 9/14/2006


News Briefs


Even the most committed lefty activists need to put down their clipboards and hoist a cold one once in a while. Thanks to Robbie Samuels, they'll be able knock a few back with a crowd that's as committed to progressive causes as it is to having a good time. Samuels, a Dorchester resident and queer-identified transman, recently founded Socializing for Justice (SoJust) on MeetUp.com, whose mission is to build 'a strong cross-issue progressive network through fun social events.' The group will make its debut with a social at Foggy Goggle Pub in Boston on Sept. 20.


Samuels, who by day is the special events manager at Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders (GLAD), says that while there are many progressive organizations doing good work in the area, their tendency to be single-issue oriented limits their reach. He was inspired to create SoJust after years of involvement with the Mass. chapter of The National Organization for Men Against Sexism (NOMAS). 'That was the first group that I was part of that did a lot of cross-issue work,' says Samuels. 'Racial justice, feminism and LGBT equality work, as well as really working to have men feel as if their lives are enhanced by... working across genders.' Despite seeing the success of NOMAS' work, Samuels wasn't looking to change the blueprint of single-issue activism, but he decided that disparate groups should at least get to know each other. Why not do it through social networking? 'I thought our campaigns, our events, our coalitions would be stronger if we knew the name of the person and knew the person we were trying to reach out to and call or contact in those organizations,' he explains.

Indeed, Samuels wants no progressive left behind when it comes to the mixing and mingling. 'It is for feminists, people working against racism, queer pioneers, gender benders, environmental agitators, class activists, lefty artists and all people across Greater Boston working for justice in our neighborhoods, our nation and beyond,' he says of the network. 'And if I've obviously missed someone you should tell me. I'll put it in.' The group's MeetUp page (www.socializingforjustice.org) has already attracted more than 100 members. 'The best success is that I don't know more than half of them,' says Samuels. 'I could not say that through any other organizing I've done.' 


Samuels hopes the kickoff at Foggy Goggle spawns more self-directed gatherings. 'I'm sure that amongst the... people that will be joining there's going to be a few organizers and that they'll plan some smaller group things,' he predicts. 'Bowling for justice, Scrabble night for justice, knitting for justice, hot tubbing for justice. The ideas are endless,' says Samuels. 'All those sound good, don't they??'


-Laura Kiritsy
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