MATS Trip: Northern India

Golden Triangle - Rajasthan - Khajuraho
February 16 — 27, 2008



Map showing area of India travel for MATS India Adventure
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Saturday, February 16: Day 1 DELHI

Arrive in Delhi. Your driver and a travel
agent will pick you up and take you to your
hotel, the Sun Star Grand. Unwind after
your long trip.

Sunday, February 17: Day 2 DELHI

After breakfast, you will be escorted
on a tour of Delhi. You will be
visiting Raj Ghat and Shanti Vana
- the cremation sites of Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.
Additionally, you will visit Jama
Masjid, the largest mosque in India.
It was built in 1656, it was one of
Shah Jahan’s great creations. On
Fridays, the 100-meter square
courtyard is filled with devotees.

You will then be driven past Red Fort and Chandni Chowk. After lunch, if
time permits, you will then visit Qutub Minar built by Qutub-ud-Din Aibek
in 1199. You will also see Humayun's Tomb (pictured), the India Gate
(War Memorial Arch ), and Lakshminarayana Temple - a modern Hindu
Temple. You will also view the President's House, Parliament House,
Government Secretariat Buildings & Connaught Place shopping
centre, one of Delhi® most popular shopping centers, built around 1931.

Later, you will be transferred to the Train station for an overnight train
journey to Udaipur.



Monday, February 18: Day 3 UDAIPUR

The train arrives in Udaipur and you will be
transferred to a hotel. The city is the
smallest and most walkable on the trip,
with two beautiful large lakes and many
small shops. The area is known for its
miniature paintings. The day is free to rest
and enjoy this beautiful city on your own.

Tuesday, February 19: Day 4 UDAIPUR

After breakfast, you will have a city
tour of Udaipur. Visit the City
Palace, on the banks of the Lake
Pichola. (pictured) The magnificent
and awe inspiring citadel is, in fact,
a complex of several buildings that
were added at different times by
different rulers spanning nearly
three hundred years. A ticketed
®ewar Light & Sound Show@s
hosted every evening within the

Palace premises. You will also visit Jagdish Temple, drive around
Fatehsagar Lake, Sahelion ki bari (Queen® resort for her
friends) and Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandir (Folk art museum).

The very famous “Lake Palace Hotel” sits in the middle of Lake
Pichola. It is only accessible to guests, but you are allowed to visit if
you have a dinner reservation. It is very expensive, but it is certainly a
once in a lifetime experience. The photo of the City Palace (above)
was taken from the Lake Palace Hotel.



Wednesday, February 20: Day 5 JODHPUR

After breakfast, start on the road to
Jodhpur. On the way, stop off at
Ranakpur to see one of India’s largest
and most important Jain temples
(pictured.)

Later, you will arrive in Jodhpur for a city
tour. This includes a visit to Meherangarh
Fort (pictured.) You'll drive through the old

city and past the Clock Tower near the

largest spice bazaar in the sub-continent.

Additionally, you will pay a visit to the

Jaswant Thada Cenotaph, the royal

cremation site and then proceed to see the

most magnificent, modern 20th century

Palace, the Umaid Bhavan Palace and its

museum - a treasure trove.

Thursday, February 21. Day 6 JAIPUR

After breakfast, take the long drive
through the desert to the city of
Jaipur, known as the “Pink City.”
Upon arrival, check into the hotel
and leave the rest of the evening for
relaxation and perhaps some
exploration.



Friday, February 22: Day 7 JAIPUR

After breakfast, you will receive a city tour
of Jaipur. Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan,
was given a color coat of pink a century
ago in honor of a visiting Prince. Built by
Maharaja Jai Singh, the notable
astronomer, this city is 260 years old. Visit
Maharaja's City Palace, the Observatory
& Ram Niwas Gardens. Drive past Hawa
Mahal & through the pink rose residential
& business areas. Visit the Amber Fort -
the ancient capital of the State. Visit the Sheesh Mahal or the Hall of
Victory glittering with mirrors. Ascend the Fort on Elephant back.

Saturday, February 21. Day 8 AGRA

In the early morning, you will drive to Agra
and visit Fatehpur Sikri enroute
(pictured.) Fatehpur Sikri was built by
Emperor Akbar in 1569 and abandoned
after 15 years due to scarcity of water.
The buildings include the Jama Masjid,
Tomb of Salim Chisti, Panch Mahal and
other palaces.

In Agra, you will be taken to the hotel.
After a short rest, visit the world
famous Taj Mahal built by the Moghul
Emperor Shah Jahan. He had it built in
1630 for his Queen Mumtaz Mahal.
Later, visit the Agra Fort containing
the Pearl Mosque, the Halls of Public
and Private Audience. Also visit the
Tomb of Itmad-ud-Daullah built by
Empress Noorjehan in memory of her
father.



Sunday, February 24. Day 9 KHAJURAHO

From Agra, you will take a train to Jhansi,
where you will be picked up by a local
driver and be driven 3 hours to
Khajuraho. The temples of Khajuraho are
UNESCO World Heritage Monuments.
Rediscovered in 1838, these 11" century
temples feature exquisite sculptures
feature men and women engaging in the
most intimate of acts.

Upon arrival, check into the hotel and rest. You will have the rest of

the day to explore the area and perhaps attend a sound and light

show.

Monday, February 25: Day 10 KHAJURAHO

After breakfast, visit the temples. They
were built by the Chandelas between 950
AD & 1050 AD. .The most significant ones
are Chaunset Yogini Kali Temple, the
Mahadev Temple, Chitragupta or
Bharatji Temple with a lovely image of 11
headed Vishnu, Visha Temple of Shiva,
which is the largest & most typical.

In the afternoon, you can meet up with the locals and have one them
take you to the old town or simply sip an Indian beer on a patio with the
temples in view.

Tuesday, February 26: Day 11 TRAVEL TO DELHI

This day will be spent traveling back to Delhi. From Khajuraho, you will
be driven to the train station in Jhansi. The train in Jhansi will take you
back to Delhi, where a driver will be waiting to escort you to the airport.
You will arrive in Delhi at approximately 10 PM.



Legal and Medical

 Requirements:
— MATS Waiver

— Passport Valid for 6 Months after Entry
— Indian VISA

— $250 Deposit, due by November 24, 2007
» After this date, deposit is non-refundable
 Medical Recommendations:

— Inoculations
» Hepatitis A & B, Polio Booster, Tetanus, Typhoid
— Medication
e Malaria, Imodium AD
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Currency and Money Matters

* Indian Currency = Rupee

— Cannot exchange in the US
« Remember to cash in before you leave

« Ask your driver to escort you to a place to exchange upon arrival
— Bring Cash or ATM cards

» Traveler's checks are not always accepted
e Haggling
— Be firm and enjoy it!
 Emporiums
— Expect it
» Don't be frustrated—part of the cultural experience
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Flight Travel

 Times somewhat flexible, but make plans accordingly:
— Plan on spending the night in Delhi on Sat. February 16"
— Final train arrives in Delhi at 10 PM on Tues. February 26"

« Several flights go out to the U.S. very early on the 27th

Most Practical Flights: $1200-$1600
American Airlines: Direct from O’Hare 14 HRS 45 MIN

— Leaves Chicago O’Hare Friday, February 15", 7:20 PM

— Arrives Delhi Saturday, February 16, 9:35 PM
— Leaves Delhi Wednesday, February 27" 12:55 AM
— Arrives Chicago O’Hare Wednesday, February 27, 5:15

MAINTAIN OFFICIAL COPIES OF ETICKET

— Airport Security may want to verify

Food & Drink
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* Mostly Vegetarian
 Don’t eat anything that may have water on it
— Salads, unpeeled fruits, raw foods

— Eat only fully cooked items

Drink bottled water only.
— Always check to see if the cap is sealed

o Take it easy!
— Food is different than the US
— Make sure to bring anti-diarrheal medication



What to Bring

Clothing

— Clothes for Warm Weather (Temps 50-77 F) =

» Wear loose clothing that covers up

— May not be able to enter certain temples
with sleeveless attire

— Sweatshirt or light jacket for evening wear

— Easily removable footwear for entering
mosques/temples

» Bring something cheap so they won't be stolen!

— Don't bring a lot—you can buy clothes in India
cheaply

— Avoid leather { l
Medications

— Malaria, Imodium, Pain Relievers, Antiseptics
Mosquito Repellent

— With Deet 7
Hand Sanitizer
Cash and ATM card =
Toilet Paper

Portable Snacks (Power Bars, Crackers)
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Costs

e Base cost
— $975 per person

®* Based upon double occupancy
— If 4+ people attend, a 10% discount applies.
— If 6+ people attend, a 20% discount applies.

e This trip includes:

— 9 nights in 3-4 star hotels

— Transportation (English speaking private driver and
all train trips)

— Tolls

— Gasoline

— Guided tours

— Breakfasts

— Elephant ride to the Amber Fort near Jaipur

— One night of the trip will be spent on an overnight
train in a sleeping car.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE:
— Airfare

— Monument Entry

— Tips

— Dinners/Lunches



