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The Reading for the May 2007 meeting 

 
A selection from the Secret Book of John 

"This is the first archon who took a great power from his mother. And he removed 

himself from her and moved away from the places in which he was born. He became 

strong and created for himself other aeons with a flame of luminous fire which (still) 

exists now. And he joined with his arrogance which is in him and begot authorities for 

himself. The name of the first one is Athoth, whom the generations call the reaper. The 

second one is Harmas, who is the eye of envy. The third one is Kalila-Oumbri. The fourth 

one is Yabel. The fifth one is Adonaiou, who is called Sabaoth. The sixth one is Cain, 

whom the generations of men call the sun. The seventh is Abel. The eighth is Abrisene. 

The ninth is Yobel. The tenth is Armoupieel. The eleventh is Melceir-Adonein. The 

twelfth is Belias, it is he who is over the depth of Hades. And he placed seven kings - 

each corresponding to the firmaments of heaven - over the seven heavens, and five over 

the depth of the abyss, that they may reign. And he shared his fire with them, but he did 

not send forth from the power of the light which he had taken from his mother, for he is 

ignorant darkness.  

"And when the light had mixed with the darkness, it caused the darkness to shine. And 

when the darkness had mixed with the light, it darkened the light and it became neither 

light nor dark, but it became dim.  

"Now the archon who is weak has three names. The first name is Yaltabaoth, the second 

is Saklas, and the third is Samael. And he is impious in his arrogance which is in him. For 

he said, 'I am God and there is no other God beside me,' for he is ignorant of his strength, 

the place from which he had come.  

"And the archons created seven powers for themselves, and the powers created for 

themselves six angels for each one until they became 365 angels. And these are the 

bodies belonging with the names: the first is Athoth, a he has a sheep's face; the second is 

Eloaiou, he has a donkey's face; the third is Astaphaios, he has a hyena's face; the fourth 

is Yao, he has a serpent's face with seven heads; the fifth is Sabaoth, he has a dragon's 

face; the sixth is Adonin, he had a monkey's face; the seventh is Sabbede, he has a 

shining fire-face. This is the sevenness of the week.  

"But Yaltabaoth had a multitude of faces, more than all of them, so that he could put a 

face before all of them, according to his desire, when he is in the midst of seraphs. He 

shared his fire with them; therefore he became lord over them. Because of the power of 

the glory he possessed of his mother's light, he called himself God. And he did not obey 

the place from which he came. And he united the seven powers in his thought with the 

authorities which were with him. And when he spoke it happened. And he named each 



power beginning with the highest: the first is goodness with the first (authority), Athoth; 

the second is foreknowledge with the second one, Eloaio; and the third is divinity with 

the third one, Astraphaio); the fourth is lordship with the fourth one, Yao; the fifth is 

kingdom with the fifth one, Sabaoth; the sixth is envy with the sixth one, Adonein; the 

seventh is understanding with the seventh one, Sabbateon. And these have a firmament 

corresponding to each aeon-heaven. They were given names according to the glory which 

belongs to heaven for the destruction of the powers. And in the names which were given 

to them by their Originator there was power. But the names which were given them 

according to the glory which belongs to heaven mean for them destruction and 

powerlessness. Thus they have two names.  

"And having created [...] everything, he organized according to the model of the first 

aeons which had come into being, so that he might create them like the indestructible 

ones. Not because he had seen the indestructible ones, but the power in him, which he 

had taken from his mother, produced in him the likeness of the cosmos. And when he saw 

the creation which surrounds him, and the multitude of the angels around him which had 

come forth from him, he said to them, 'I am a jealous God, and there is no other God 

beside me.' But by announcing this he indicated to the angels who attended him that there 

exists another God. For if there were no other one, of whom would he be jealous?  

"Then the mother began to move to and fro. She became aware of the deficiency when 

the brightness of her light diminished. And she became dark because her consort had not 

agreed with her."  

And I said, "Lord, what does it mean that she moved to and fro?" But he smiled and said, 

"Do not think it is, as Moses said, 'above the waters.' No, but when she had seen the 

wickedness which had happened, and the theft which her son had committed, she 

repented. And she was overcome by forgetfulness in the darkness of ignorance and she 

began to be ashamed. And she did not dare to return, but she was moving about. And the 

moving is the going to and fro.  

"And the arrogant one took a power from his mother. For he was ignorant, thinking that 

there existed no other except his mother alone. And when he saw the multitude of the 

angels which he had created, then he exalted himself above them.  

"And when the mother recognized that the garment of darkness was imperfect, then she 

knew that her consort had not agreed with her. She repented with much weeping. And the 

whole pleroma heard the prayer of her repentance, and they praised on her behalf the 

invisible, virginal Spirit. And he consented; and when the invisible Spirit had consented, 

the holy Spirit poured over her from their whole pleroma. For it was not her consort who 

came to her, but he came to her through the pleroma in order that he might correct her 

deficiency. And she was taken up not to her own aeon but above her son, that she might 

be in the ninth until she has corrected her deficiency.  

"And a voice came forth from the exalted aeon-heaven: 'The Man exists and the son of 

Man.' And the chief archon, Yaltabaoth, heard (it) and thought that the voice had come 

from his mother. And he did not know from where it came. And he taught them, the holy 

and perfect Mother-Father, the complete foreknowledge, the image of the invisible one 

who is the Father of the all (and) through whom everything came into being, the first 

Man. For he revealed his likeness in a human form.  

"And the whole aeon of the chief archon trembled, and the foundations of the abyss 

shook. And of the waters which are above matter, the underside was illuminated by the 



appearance of his image which had been revealed. And when all the authorities and the 

chief archon looked, they saw the whole region of the underside which was illuminated. 

And through the light they saw the form of the image in the water.  

"And he said to the authorities which attend him, 'Come, let us create a man according to 

the image of God and according to our likeness, that his image may become a light for 

us.' And they created by means of their respective powers in correspondence with the 

characteristics which were given. And each authority supplied a characteristic in the form 

of the image which he had seen in its natural (form). He created a being according to the 

likeness of the first, perfect Man. And they said, 'Let us call him Adam, that his name 

may become a power of light for us.'  

 


