How to Become a Precinct Committee Person
The Short Explanation
1. On Feb. 16, 2010, you can go to your County Elections Office and obtain a nomination petition a county committee position. You must be registered in the Republican Party in order to qualify!  The Elections officer should go over the procedures with you on how to properly complete the form and the filing instructions.

2. You must get a minimum of 10 signatures on your petition (I recommend you get more – maybe 20).  The signatures must be from registered Republican voters in your precinct.  They must sign the petition the same way they are registered to vote, i.e., no nicknames, abbreviations, etc.  

3. When you pick up your petition, ask for a “walking list” of registered Republican voters in your precinct.  (If you call first you might be able to get both your petition and walking list at the same time.)  If you do not ask for a walking list, they might give you an alphabetical list, which won’t be very helpful when canvassing the neighborhoods by street address, which is the way the walking list is organized.

4. The petitions must be filed in your Elections Office by March 9, 2010.  When you file your petition you can ask to see who else has filed or picked up a petition in your precinct to see if you will have a contested race, i.e., more people running than there are seats available.

5. Now you have through the Primary Election, May 18, to campaign!    See my paper on “Campaigning for County Committee” for more information.

What is a Precinct?

The precinct is the smallest subdivision of voters by geographic area.  Usually, everyone who votes at the same polling place as you do is in the same precinct.  Occasionally, there will be 2 precincts voting at the same location.  For example, this is true of a few wards in Altoona.  You can check for sure at your Voter Registration office.
