Before the Petitions are Available
What You Can Do Before Feb. 16, 2010

1. Do some due diligence before Feb. 16 to find out as much as you can about your county committee.  The more information you go in with the better prepared you will be to be an effective committee person!

2. Do a search online and see if they have a web site.  Find out who the officers are, committee chairs, what events they have had or are planning, meetings scheduled, etc.  Find out what functions are available to attend without being a committee member.

3. Obtain a copy of the committee by-laws and read them.  Some committees put them online.  Your county Elections Office should have a copy on file.  This is public information.  Call and ask to obtain a copy.  It is very important that you confirm that there are 2 committee people elected in each precinct in your county.  There is at least one county (Centre) that only elects officers.  The elected Chairperson appoints all the committee people in Centre County.  Please find out now how the elections are held in your county.
4. Find out who is currently serving on the committee in your precinct*.  Are there any vacancies?  What is the procedure for getting appointed in between elections (held every 2 years.)

5. If there are people serving in your committee, try contacting them.  How long have they been on the committee?  What is the committee currently doing?  Why did they decide to become involved?    Remember that these committee people are representing you, and you have a right to speak with them and get information.

6. You can obtain a full list of committee representatives at your Elections Office.  These are elected officials, so this is public information.  See if there is anyone on the committee that you know personally and talk to them about how the committee is being run, etc.

7. Remember that when you get on the committee you will want to find like-minded patriots you can work with.  Why wait until you are elected?  Why not start now to find out who your friends are?

8. Even if you do not get on the committee you can still talk to the committee people and try to influence them.  This is the lowest grassroots part of your party and change starts here at home!

* Do you know what precinct you live in?  It is on your Voter Registration card.  You can also find out by calling your county Voter Registration office.  
· The precinct is the smallest political subdivision for the purpose of holding elections.  Most people identify their precinct by the location of their polling place, but this is not the name of your precinct.  For example, I live in the Blair Township – East Hollidaysburg precinct.   The township of Blair has 2 precincts.  Some municipalities have only one precinct; others may have 2 dozen or more, such as the city of Altoona.
