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& “Wherefore, this land is consecrated unto him whom he shall bring. And if it so be that they shall serve him according to the
commandments which he hath given, it shall be a land of liberty unto them; wherefore, they shall never be brought down into
captivity; if so, it shall be because of iniquity; for if iniquity shall abound cursed shall be the land for their sakes, but unto the
righteous it shall be blessed forever.” — 2 Nephi 1:7.

& “And this land shall be a land of liberty unto the Gentiles, and there shall be no kings upon the land, who shall raise up unto
the Gentiles.” — 2 Nephi 10:11.

& “And now as ye have been delivered by the power of God out of these bonds; yea, even out of the hands of king Noah and
his people, and also from the bonds of iniquity, even so I desire that ye should stand fast in this liberty wherewith ye have been
made free, and that ye trust no man to be a king over you.” — Mosiah 23:13.

< “And now I desire that this inequality should be no more in this land, especially among this my people; but I desire that this
land be a land of liberty, and every man may enjoy his rights and privileges alike, so long as the Lord sees fit that we may live
and inherit the land, yea, even as long as any of our posterity remains upon the face of the land.” — Mosiah 29:32.

& “Therefore, my beloved brother, Moroni, let us resist evil, and whatsoever evil we cannot resist with our words, yea, such as
rebellions and dissensions, let us resist them with our swords, that we may retain our freedom, that we may rejoice in the great
privilege of our church, and in the cause of our Redeemer and our God. Therefore, come unto me speedily with a few of your
men, and leave the remainder in the charge of Lehi and Teancum; give unto them power to conduct the war in that part of the
land, according to the Spirit of God, which is also the spirit of freedom which is in them.” — Alma 61:14-15.

& “And it came to pass that they formed a secret combination, even as they of old; which combination is most abominable and
wicked above all, in the sight of God; for the Lord worketh not in secret combinations, neither doth he will that man should shed
blood, but in all things hath forbidden it, from the beginning of man. And now I, Moroni, do not write the manner of their oaths
and combinations, for it hath been made known unto me that they are had among all people, and they are had among the
Lamanites. And they have caused the destruction of this people of whom I am now speaking, and also the destruction of the
people of Nephi. And whatsoever nation shall uphold such secret combinations, to get power and gain, until they shall spread
over the nation, behold, they shall be destroyed; for the Lord will not suffer that the blood of his saints, which shall be shed by
them, shall always cry unto him from the ground for vengeance upon them and yet he avenge them not. Wherefore, O ye
Gentiles, it is wisdom in God that these things should be shown unto you, that thereby ye may repent of your sins, and suffer not
that these murderous combinations shall get above you, which are built up to get power and gain—and the work, yea, even the
work of destruction come upon you, yea, even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God shall fall upon you, to your overthrow
and destruction if ye shall suffer these things to be. Wherefore, the Lord commandeth you, when ye shall see these things come
among you that ye shall awake to a sense of your awful situation, because of this secret combination which shall be among you;
or wo be unto it, because of the blood of them who have been slain; for they cry from the dust for vengeance upon it, and also
upon those who built it up. For it cometh to pass that whoso buildeth it up seeketh to overthrow the freedom of all lands, nations,
and countries; and it bringeth to pass the destruction of all people, for it is built up by the devil, who is the father of all lies; even
that same liar who beguiled our first parents, yea, even that same liar who hath caused man to commit murder from the
beginning; who hath hardened the hearts of men that they have murdered the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out from
the beginning.” — Ether 8:18-25.

& “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” — 2 Corinthians 3:17.

& “Abide ye in the liberty wherewith ye are made free; entangle not yourselves in sin, but let your hands be clean, until the
Lord comes.” — D&C 88:86.

< “And now, verily I say unto you concerning the laws of the land, it is my will that my people should observe to do all things
whatsoever I command them. And that law of the land which is constitutional, supporting that principle of freedom in
maintaining rights and privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is justifiable before me. Therefore, I, the Lord, justify you, and
your brethren of my church, in befriending that law which is the constitutional law of the land; and as pertaining to law of man,
whatsoever is more or less than this, cometh of evil. I, the Lord God, make you free, therefore ye are free indeed; and the law
also maketh you free. Nevertheless, when the wicked rule the people mourn. Wherefore, honest men and wise men should be
sought for diligently, and good men and wise men ye should observe to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less than these cometh
of evil.” - D&C 98:4-10.

% “And again I say unto you, those who have been scattered by their enemies, it is my will that they should continue to
importune for redress, and redemption, by the hands of those who are placed as rulers and are in authority over you—according
to the laws and constitution of the people, which I have suffered to be established, and should be maintained for the rights and
protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles; that every man may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to
futurity, according to the moral agency which I have given unto him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins in the
day of judgment. Therefore, it is not right that any man should be in bondage one to another. And for this purpose have I
established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men whom I raised up unto this very purpose, and redeemed the
land by the shedding of blood.” — D&C 101:76-80.

& “Have mercy, O Lord, upon all the nations of the earth; have mercy upon the rulers of our land; may those principles, which
were so honorably and nobly defended, namely, the Constitution of our land, by our fathers, be established forever.” — D&C
109:54.



& “We believe that governments were instituted of God for the benefit of man; and that he holds men accountable for their acts
in relation to them, both in making laws and administering them, for the good and safety of society. We believe that no
government can exist in peace, except such laws are framed and held inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exercise
of conscience, the right and control of property, and the protection of life. We believe that all governments necessarily require
civil officers and magistrates to enforce the laws of the same; and that such as will administer the law in equity and justice should
be sought for and upheld by the voice of the people if a republic, or the will of the sovereign. We believe that religion is
instituted of God; and that men are amenable to him, and to him only, for the exercise of it, unless their religious opinions prompt
them to infringe upon the rights and liberties of others; but we do not believe that human law has a right to interfere in
prescribing rules of worship to bind the consciences of men, nor dictate forms for public or private devotion; that the civil
magistrate should restrain crime, but never control conscience; should punish guilt, but never suppress the freedom of the soul.
We believe that all men are bound to sustain and uphold the respective governments in which they reside, while protected in their
inherent and inalienable rights by the laws of such governments; and that sedition and rebellion are unbecoming every citizen
thus protected, and should be punished accordingly; and that all governments have a right to enact such laws as in their own
judgments are best calculated to secure the public interest; at the same time, however, holding sacred the freedom of conscience.
We believe that every man should be honored in his station, rulers and magistrates as such, being placed for the protection of the
innocent and the punishment of the guilty; and that to the laws all men show respect and deference, as without them peace and
harmony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror; human laws being instituted for the express purpose of regulating our
interests as individuals and nations, between man and man; and divine laws given of heaven, prescribing rules on spiritual
concerns, for faith and worship, both to be answered by man to his Maker. We believe that rulers, states, and governments have a
right, and are bound to enact laws for the protection of all citizens in the free exercise of their religious belief; but we do not
believe that they have a right in justice to deprive citizens of this privilege, or proscribe them in their opinions, so long as a regard
and reverence are shown to the laws and such religious opinions do not justify sedition nor conspiracy. We believe that the
commission of crime should be punished according to the nature of the offense; that murder, treason, robbery, theft, and the
breach of the general peace, in all respects, should be punished according to their criminality and their tendency to evil among
men, by the laws of that government in which the offense is committed; and for the public peace and tranquility all men should
step forward and use their ability in bringing offenders against good laws to punishment. We do not believe it just to mingle
religious influence with civil government, whereby one religious society is fostered and another proscribed in its spiritual
privileges, and the individual rights of its members, as citizens, denied. We believe that all religious societies have a right to deal
with their members for disorderly conduct, according to the rules and regulations of such societies; provided that such dealings be
for fellowship and good standing; but we do not believe that any religious society has authority to try men on the right of
property or life, to take from them this world’s goods, or to put them in jeopardy of either life or limb, or to inflict any physical
punishment upon them. They can only excommunicate them from their society, and withdraw from them their fellowship. We
believe that men should appeal to the civil law for redress of all wrongs and grievances, where personal abuse is inflicted or the
right of property or character infringed, where such laws exist as will protect the same; but we believe that all men are justified in
defending themselves, their friends, and property, and the government, from the unlawful assaults and encroachments of all
persons in times of exigency, where immediate appeal cannot be made to the laws, and relief afforded.” — D&C 134:1-11.

& “Unfortunately, we as a nation have apostatized in various degrees from different Constitutional principles as proclaimed by
the inspired founders. We are fast approaching that moment prophesied by Joseph Smith when he said: ‘Even this nation will be
on the very verge of crumbling to pieces and tumbling to the ground, and when the Constitution is upon the brink of ruin, this
people will be the staff upon which the nation shall lean, and they shall bear the Constitution away from the very verge of
destruction.” For centuries our forefathers suffered and sacrificed that we might be the recipients of the blessings of freedom. If
they were willing to sacrifice so much to establish us as a free people, should we not be willing to do the same to maintain that
freedom for ourselves and for future generations? Only in this foreordained land, under its God-inspired Constitution and the
resulting environment of freedom, was it possible to have established the restored church. It is our responsibility to see that this
freedom 1is perpetuated so that the Church may more easily flourish in the future.” — Ezra Taft Benson in “Our Divine
Constitution” in The Ensign (1987 Nov).

& “I have faith that the Constitution will be saved as prophesied by Joseph Smith. It will be saved by the righteous citizens of
this nation who love and cherish freedom. It will be saved by enlightened members of this Church—among others—men and
women who understand and abide the principles of the Constitution. Ireverence the Constitution of the United States as a sacred
document. To me its words are akin to the revelations of God, for God has placed His stamp of approval upon it. I testify that
the God of heaven sent some of His choicest spirits to lay the foundation of this government, and He has now sent other choice
spirits to help preserve it. We, the blessed beneficiaries of the Constitution, face difficult days in America, ‘a land which is
choice above all other lands.” May God give us the faith and the courage exhibited by those patriots who pledged their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor. May we be equally as valiant and as free, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.” — Ezra
Taft Benson in “Our Divine Constitution” in The Ensign (1987 Nov).

& “Itestify that wickedness is rapidly expanding in every segment of our society. It is more highly organized, more cleverly
disguised, and more powerfully promoted than ever before. Secret combinations lusting for power, gain, and glory are
flourishing. A secret combination that seeks to overthrow the freedom of all lands, nations, and countries is increasing its evil
influence and control over America and the entire world. I testify that the church and kingdom of God is increasing in strength.
Its numbers are growing, as is the faithfulness of its faithful members. It has never been better organized or equipped to perform
its divine mission. I testify that as the forces of evil increase under Lucifer’s leadership and as the forces of good increase under
the leadership of Jesus Christ, there will be growing battles between the two until the final confrontation. As the issues become
clearer and more obvious, all mankind will eventually be required to align themselves either for the kingdom of God or for the
kingdom of the devil. As these conflicts rage, either secretly or openly, the righteous will be tested. God’s wrath will soon shake
the nations of the earth and will be poured out on the wicked without measure. But God will provide strength for the righteous
and the means of escape; and eventually and finally truth will triumph.” — Ezra Taft Benson in “I Testify” in The Ensign (1988
Nov).
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