International Debate Education Association (IDEA), Inc.

IDEA’s mission is to promote mutual understanding and democracy globally by supporting discussion and active citizenship locally.  IDEA’s educational programs challenge youth to think critically, listen carefully, and express their ideas articulately.  By helping young people in more than 50 countries develop public speaking and debate skills while exploring complex, controversial issues, IDEA is training new generations of civic and political leaders.  


IDEA’s programs attract young people from an array of different ethnic groups and religions, from Palestinian citizens of Israel to Ugandan students from poor, violence-stricken villages.  Young participants from these diverse backgrounds grapple to argue both sides of contentious issues that affect them personally.  

Formed officially in 2000 as an independent nonprofit organization, IDEA has conducted leadership programs, youth forums, workshops, debate tournaments, and exchanges in Central and Eastern Europe, the former Yugoslavia, the former Soviet republics, the Great Lakes region of Africa, China, and Southeast Asia.  Since its inception, IDEA has trained more than 20,000 teachers and touched the lives of more than 125,000 youth in fifty countries. 

Recent Programs
Through the Uganda Linking Individuals, Knowledge, and Culture (LINC) Program (2006-2008) funded by the U.S. State Department, IDEA identified outstanding young leaders in remote, conflict-ridden areas of Uganda for a two-way cultural exchange with U.S. students.  In Uganda, students explored cultural differences through debate and peace theater.  In Oregon, IDEA paired Ugandan and U.S. students for debates and helped each young person develop the critical thinking, leadership, and public speaking skills needed to effect change in his or her community.  The program ended in February of 2008, but the Ugandan participants are still actively encouraging debate and activism in their communities through follow-on projects.  
IDEA’s Serbia Youth Debate Human Rights Project (June 2007-June 2009), funded by U.S. State Department, promotes human rights, democratic processes, civic responsibility, and commitment to peaceful community development among youth in Serbia.  The project will culminate in a regional youth forum in Serbia, August 16th-23rd, 2008.  At the forum, IDEA will bring together 65 youth and educators from Serbia and 65 youth and educators from other countries of the former Yugoslavia for debate, discussion, and a community building project.

The Debate and Citizen Journalism Institute is a three-week workshop held in Diliki Town, Turkey that offers courses in debate and citizen journalism for young people and educators.  In June of 2008, 70 students and teachers from 27 countries (including China, Afghanistan, and Uganda) will participate in the institute.

The International Youth Forum is IDEA’s signature event.  The Forum, which consists of two debate tournaments, brings together students from across the globe to meet, interact, and debate current world issues. The 2008 Youth forum, which takes place from July 23rd to August 5th in Smolyan, Bulgaria, has attracted the largest group of participants yet: 175 young people will gather to debate and exchange ideas.  The 2008 debate topics will be: (1) “Governments should permit the display of religious symbols in public institutions;” and (2) “Censoring expression that promotes violence is just.”  
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