The Canvassing Workshop

The purpose of this booklet is to get individuals and groups comfortable with the
goals and means of our canvassing efforts. Groups and individuals are highly
encouraged to use this booklet and the sample surveys to practice and be at ease
with the process before canvassing. This will calm nerves and help us be as

effective as we can in reaching our goals and avoiding pitfalls, not to mention
making the process a lot more fun!

| hope this helps Ron Paul supporters feel confident in their actions. If you have
additional suggestions for this guide or questions, feel free to email me at

Michelle @ Poulin.com

Thank you for defending my liberty,
Michelle Fire Eater
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Canvassing — How to Get Others Involved and Voting

In neighborhoods throughout the state there will be people who are already
supportive of Ron Paul, yet have no idea of how to support him actively through
the local nomination process. Others may be ripe for supporting Paul due to their
opinions of government, but have not heard enough of him to make a move.

Once you understand how to participate
|| asan individual, you are ready to help
other individuals in your neighborhood

do the same!

It is a great bonus to find Paul support that wasn’t there before, or to encourage
others to volunteer their time in canvassing efforts, but it is not the goal. We are

definitely not here to argue with those who do not support Paul,
. Remembering

and staying focused on the goal will simplify the process. This will also remove the
stress some people experience at the prospect of getting into political arguments

with strangers.




What is Canvassing?

Canvassing is the act of going door-to-door, or person-to-person at events, to find
and motivate supporters of a candidate or cause. Our goal is to give information to
those who want it and
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In terms of what we are trying to do (motivating supporters to participate
politically in their local precinct), canvassing will be our most effective tool for
locating and motivating supporters. By working in our local voting areas, a sense of
doing things together with a neighbor is developed and encourages participation.
You may also meet some new friends in your neighborhood!

What we are NOT doing

We are not evangelizing.
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Our goal is to provide information and tease out Ron Paul support from the
general public. Sometimes it is tempting to engage in political back and forth, but
keep this in mind — you could be energizing the enemy to counter your efforts at
the caucus and you are certainly spending valuable time on off-point activity if you
engage. Being very clear about the role of canvassing will keep it simple for you
and effective for Ron Paul.




Quick Canvass How-To with Tips

Included in this packet is a basic survey with instructions. Before starting, meet
with your group or a fellow canvasser to practice the questions and role play
situations. This is not only fun, it will help you relax, stay focused and be more
casual when you talk to others.

Stick to the survey!!!l The questions are designed to let you know who you are
talking to you make a mistake and try to push Paul to a big-government or
war supporter.

Many republicans stay home for the caucuses and primaries — if they are a former
Bush supporter or a current Thompson supporter, then that is exactly what we
want them to do!

Also, though we run no opposition risk by promoting Paul to non-republicans, keep
in mind that we do not want to waste time trying to convince those who will not
be supporters, such as those who like big government or want free government
healthcare. Keep your eyes on the prize and the process will be smooth and
effective.
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Why is it important not to argue

or talk about yourself too much?

If you are talking about yourself, you are not determining
who this person is and if they are a potential supporter.

You could be motivating our opposition to
counter our votes and the caucus or primary.

Everyone has their own reasons for

supporting Paul which may be different from
yours —

Your personal reason for supporting Paul may turn

off a potential supbporter with different views.




First Things First — Get Support and Get Organized

Here is a checklist to get you started:
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Clipboard and Surveys

Pens, Pens, and more Pens

Name Badge (people will be more receptive when you show who you are)
Neighborhood Maps/AdvoKit checklists

Comfortable Shoes

Appropriate Weather Gear, such as rain ponchos, sunglasses, sunscreen, etc.
Water, snacks

Ron Paul information — cards, flyers

Door hangers or “Sorry | missed you” Post its for when folks aren’t home
Additional Ron Paul goodies such as bumper stickers

Voter information such as registry forms and precinct information

Contact information for you, your precinct chairman or Group Organizer
Have yard signs available in your car nearby when you locate Paul supporters
Having dog treats in your pocket can go a long way to endearing you to a
resident through their pets.

Use your imagination — your goal is to be comfortable, polite, friendly and
focused and a very good neighbor.

Schedule canvassing time with consideration of when major sports games
may be on the tube. The best times to canvass are weekday evenings.



Required Dos and Don’ts
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DO travel in twos. You never know who you will run into and having two
people is safer, plus you can carry more stuff. People will also be more
receptive to a team than a lone ranger.

DON’T wear your Ron Paul gear. By looking neutral you will have better luck
with the survey and not risk motivating the opposition.

DO be cool, comfortable and calm. Downing nine espressos beforehand may
feel good, but a nervous appearance or demeanor will hurt you. Wear
comfortable shoes and practice your delivery ahead of time with friends to
feel more relaxed.

DON’T argue with anyone about anything" If a resident shows that they are
pro-war and a voter, thank them for their time and move on. Arguing not
only hurts Paul’s image, it does little in the way of garnering support and
distracts you from that goal. Those who have drawn their conclusions are a
waste of time at this juncture — be polite, thank them for their time and
move on.

DO smile, smile and smile some more. Be friendly and polite at all times.
Remember you are on their property — if someone asks you to go away, do
so immediately.

DON’T go inside even if you are invited. You have a job to do and staying on
the doorstep will make it go quicker. Those who want to discuss issues at
length should be encouraged to attend a meetup or give their phone number
so you can call them later.

DO be focused on the goal and the message. Always remember what you
are trying to do and stick to the survey questions and goals.

DON’T talk about your own feelings or agendas or beliefs. When talking
about Paul, either quote him directly or give his official platform position.
Remember that YOU are not running for president and talk only about Paul,
and be accurate in that portrayal. If you are unable, give the person the
information to do their own research.

DO present a good image for Ron Paul. Dress clean and neat but casual
(don’t look like a salesman or missionary).



The Message — Getting Supporters Active

Keeping the message short and sweet will go far. When supporters are located, it
may be very tempting to spend time discussing issues and developing friendships.
If this is in your nature, recognize it and resist. Stay focused and we can make
plenty of new friends at the inauguration!

If the person seems ready to go, encourage them to come to your Meetup or other
group and participate in discussions, then move on immediately to your goal —
getting them to vote in the precinct. You are not here to make friends; you are
mining votes for Ron Paul. Immediately ask them if they have ever participated in
the caucus and how long they have been registered, etc. There is a separate survey
included for when support is located that will guide the conversation into
productive territory. Many people will say they will vote for Paul in the general
election but will not register Republican. In those cases, try the following:
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‘ @ Explain that parties are not churches or clubs; they
%‘5, are tools for leveraging our values in government.
Vséq The Republican Party is the most powerful tool for

}‘\ leveraging Paul values right now.

If you were not previously registered, this is a great way to motivate them. “Yeah, |
hated to do it, but | realized that my best hope of having him as a choice was to
participate in the caucus, and | figure | can just unregister afterwards. It’s not a
tattoo, right?” At least try to get them to put up a yard sign, and make sure they
have registration and voting instructions in case they change their mind.

( *
Have a person in your group become a voter registrar and train canvassers to

register on the spot! Why? Often people will say they will do something but don’t
— being able to register voters there and then will boost participation.

Becoming a voter registrar is easy! Contact your Secretary of State’s office or
county clerk for more information.



The Message — Introducing Paul

You will locate those who are unsure. If the person is already a registered
Republican, remember you are on shaky ground and ask some more questions
about issues before directly promoting Ron Paul. If someone states “I totally
support the war and think we should stay until it’s finished” then you are unlikely
to win a vote for Paul and could risk motivating his opposition. If someone states
that getting universal healthcare is their hinge issue, then they will not be a Paul
supporter. Many of these folks may be won later on in the general debate, but
right now it is simply too risky and time consuming to try and convince them
otherwise.
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ﬁ’l want the troops to come home”

“No candidate is really pro-life”

“I think the government is too
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“I'm sick of excessive taxation”

Once you hear a definitively pro-Paul statement, dive in! Give the person a push
card or flyer and encourage them research Paul on their own. Also give them
information on how to actively support Paul locally, including your contact
information. Finally, let them know you will be back next week to check in and see
if they need any more information, have questions or concerns, or want more
materials. Try to get a phone number or email address.



Learning Survey Instructions

These surveys are used to determine who the voter is before you speak. If
someone indicates immediately their Ron Paul support, there is no need to
complete the Introductory Survey, just move on to the Supporter questionnaire.
Feel free to create your own surveys — these are just training questionnaires
design to help you understand what information you are looking for.

Survey One - Introductory

Registration

Registration will tell you a lot. Those who are already registered Republican may
be either support or opposition. Move on to the next questions to determine who
you are talking to and if it’s a good idea to promote Paul or just say have a nice
day. Those who are registered Republican, but would support Tancredo and are
opposed to the war would be worth promoting Paul to. Those who would vote for
Thompson or Huckabee and support the war are not. Say “Have a nice day!” and
move on. Similarly, a voter who is registered Democrat may or may not be a waste
of time. (Some Democrats are former Republicans who have changed simply to
oppose the war.) Ask them which Democrat is their first choice —if it’s Kucinich,
absolutely introduce them to Ron Paul. The bottom line with Democrats is that
there is no opposition risk at the caucuses, so promote Paul all you like, but be
aware of when it appears you are wasting your time. “All Republicans are evil!!!l”
is a good sign it’s time to move on. Libertarians can just be hit up to vote for Paul
immediately, and so can non-committed voters. Independents are the primary
source of support for Ron Paul, so promote heavily to this group.

Candidates

Obviously, the Paul supporter can be easily identified, but this question is really to
identify opposition votes. Those who are clearly decided on any other candidate
are potential opposition votes. Say “Have a nice day!” and move on. You are
watching for specific reactions such as obvious and emotional support or half-
hearted “I think | heard something about Thompson” reactions to determine who
this potential voter is. Remember we are not here to argue or convince — just find
out who the person is and get them the information they need or move on. Don’t
waste time with those who are not Paul voters.



Issues

If you are unsure who a voter is, this will help. Those who indicate “healthcare” or
“the environment” as most important issues are unlikely Paul voters. Those who
indicate “taxes” or “morals” or “pro-life” as primary issues are likely Paul voters.
You may consider asking some other questions listed below if you need to fish for
more information:

1. How would you rate the performance of the last (Bush) administration and
why?
Poor — Inadequate — Fair — Good — Excellent

2. What qualities do you think are important in a presidential candidate and
why?
Integrity — Appearance — Experience — Morals — Voting Record — Party
Affiliation — Speaking Ability

3. Name three things you think are wrong with government or politics today.

The War

This issue is the tie breaker for many people. If you are unsure where the person
stands, go ahead with the war question. Remember that not all those who support
the war are Neocons! Some believe we have a moral obligation to stay and help fix
things. Watch for those who are questioning their support and show dislike of the
other candidates on pro-Paul issues.

Potential Supporter Questionnaire

This questionnaire is for those who indicate high likelihood for support, such as
libertarians and those who already know and like Paul. Most important is to get
their correct contact information and determine what materials they need. Those
who are reluctant to offer active support (such as not wanting to register
Republican) can still be listed as a contact to get yard signs and materials. Finding
out what specific misgivings are can help later on.



Introductory Survey

Name: Volunteer Name:

Address: Precinct #:
___ DON'T Visit Again ___Missed — left door hanger
___Busy, come back later ___Potential Supporter — see notes

1) To what party are you registered to vote?

O Republican O Libertarian
[0 Democrat 0 Other
O Independent O Not registered

2) I’'m going to read you a list of candidates. If the presidential election were held today,
which candidate would you likely vote for:

Sam Brownback
John McCain
Fred Thompson
Mike Huckabee
Ron Paul

Mitt Romney

Rudy Giuliani

Tom Tancredo

None of the above/Don’t Know
Democrat/Other

Oo0oooaod
Oo0oooaod

OO Duncan Hunter

3) What issues do you feel are most important in this presidential debate?
(Number all that apply in order of mention)

_ Healthcare _ Taxes

_ Spending _ Family Values

_ Military Conflicts in Mid-East _Immigration — Amnesty

_ Environment _ Immigration — Borders

_ Economy _National Security/Defense
Role of Federal Government/States’ Rights Abortion

4) What are your opinions of the War in Irag and what solutions do you want from the
candidates?
(Number all that apply in order of mention)

Opposed from the Beginning _ Fully Supported, but want it ended
Troops home NOW _ Fully Supported, Stay the Course
Opposed, but stay the course _ Time to hit Iran

Notes:



Potential/Active Supporter

Name: Volunteer Name:

Address:
Precinct:

Phone:

Email:

Needs to Motivate Support
O Needs More information on issue or candidate
o List:

O Needs more information on party politics if undecided on registry only

Voter Information
O Already Registered Republican How Long?
O Needs Caucus/Precinct Participation Help (Schedule a time to visit)

[J Needs to Register!!!!

____Gave mail in form

____Registered on the spot

____ Give contact info to local voter registrar for later
___refuses to be a Republican for any reason

Support Needs — Advanced
0 Wants more information on volunteering
o Getinvolved with Meetup
o Getinvolved with Party
o Getinvolved locally
Has political party or government experience, such as running for office or serving as a chairman
Has specific resources available such as materials or time

Has specific contacts in the party, government or the neighborhood
Is able and interested in taking either leadership or delegate role

Needs More Yard Signs
Needs materials such as cards and flyers

oooood

Any additional information that would be helpful to the next contact:



Approaches for the Undecided

These approaches are for those with whom we have nothing to lose, in other
words non-republicans, and those who have indicated possible Paul support
regarding a single issue. If non-Republican, get more information to them on Ron
by introducing Paul’s position on the issue they indicated was most important to
them. If they stated they were opposed to the war and that spending and
immigration or pro-life were most important, then they are a Paul voter. Don’t
jump to a conclusion based on a single issue - though pro-life and against illegal
immigration, they may be pro-war and won’t compromise on that. Know who you
are talking to first. Also, don’t assume that because know this is a Paul voter
that they do. Overzealousness here could shoot you in the foot. Hone in on what’s
important to them, but leave it up to them to decide. At most, schedule a time to

come back or call, but don’t push for support on the spot, especially if they have
never heard of him.

Remember:




Issues Approach

“| see that is very important to you, as it is to me. Have you
heard of Ron Paul? You may be very interested in what he had to say on the
subject. Let me give you this flyer and if you like what he has to say you can read
more. He is running for president, so if you’d like to have him as a choice, let me
know and | can help you make your vote really count.”

“If Pro-Life is the most important thing to you, then you must be a fan of Ron Paul.
You haven’t heard of him? He’s a Congressman from TX, and he’s also a doctor
who'’s delivered over 4000 babies — you don’t get any more pro-life than that.
Here’s a link where you can read his essays on life and the law, and if you decide
you want him as a choice for president, let me know. | just don’t think any other
candidate can really claim to be pro-life, not with Dr. Paul as a choice.”

“Over 70% of Americans, including many Republicans, are opposed to this war and
want it to end immediately. We only have one real choice to oppose this war, and
that is Ron Paul. You can find his positions and voting record at his website and see
that he is the real candidate for those of us who want it. Let me know if you’d like
to support his campaign.”

General Approach

Maybe you just can’t figure out who this person is, but you know they aren’t an
opposition supporter.

“I'd like to give you some information on a candidate I’'m supporting for President.
We all have different priorities in politics, so I'll just leave it up to you to research
him. This is a very interesting candidate to watch because he’s changing the whole
debate. Here’s a video of some of his appearances. He’s got very broad based
support from all parties and classes. Let me know if you have any questions or
want to support him.”

In any case, finish it with “can | get your phone number, or email you later to find
out what you think?” Most of the time, the reluctant subject will decline, but ask
anyway. Some folks will say yes just to be polite, especially if you were polite and
never pushy. Perhaps they would prefer an email — if so don’t push for a phone
number.



And Here the FUN Begins — Role-Playing

Practicing your approach with other canvassers beforehand is the best way to
ensure your effectiveness. This will help you be prepared and relaxed and
confident, all of which will make others more receptive to you. Role playing, or
acting out scenarios ahead of time with your group, will ease nervousness and get
you ready to handle any situation effectively. As you will be canvassing in teams of
two, role-play with two canvassers as well, with one person acting as your
Potential Supporter. Try out responses to each question and get feedback from the
group to see if your approach is effective.

You may also want to spend some time specifically working on your introductions,
as these are key to getting a good reception in order to take your survey in the first
place.

Sample Introductions

“Hello, my name is from street....

.... and | am canvassing my neighborhood to find out what my neighbors think of
the current political climate.

.... and | am canvassing my neighborhood to check if our state’s voter data is
correct. (For those working from voter registration databases.)

.... and I’'m starting to get involved in politics for the first time. I’'m canvassing the
area to find out how my neighbors feel about politics today.




Keep to the Goal for Success

The goal of canvassing your precinct is to

, and that’s it. The candidate who is most organized wins, and in this case
it falls squarely on the shoulders of local support acting in their own communities.
Winning the nomination for Paul is not difficult — it requires no special knowledge
or skills or sneaky maneuvers. All that is required is your individual action as a
citizen. Let’s show the country that we mean it when we say WE WANT RON PAUL
by turning our passion into real votes for Ron Paul at the primaries and caucuses.

Yours in Peace, Liberty and Prosperity,

Michelle Fire Eater
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