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National Trails Day Event 

YOU HAVE TO SUPPLY YOUR OWN WATERCRAFT –CANOE/KAYAK

 

When: Sat, June 7, 2008 (Reservations required. Call 803-494-5954 or email highhillscenter@palmettoconservation.org)
 

Where to Meet: Palmetto Trail’s High Hills Outdoor Center at Battens
 

Time: 11:00 am

 

Details: Over thousands of years a myriad of creeks, channels and sloughs have been formed in the Wateree Swamp.  Come explore these waterways and discover the wildlife that lives within the swamp.  Lined with towering cypress, gum and oak trees, the waterways lead you deep into the swamp that once was the life-blood of the economy of the High Hills. Your guide is one of the most experienced in the swamp ecosystem and is well versed in the flora and fauna.  Wayne Argrabright knows the swamp like the back of his hand.  Rated moderate about 4 miles round trip.
Directions: High Hills Outdoor center is located on SC 261 in Wedgefield.  From there participants will travel by caravan to a secret launch site know only by your guide. 

The Killer Three 

 YOU HAVE TO SUPPLY YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN BIKE

When: Sat, April 26, 2008 (Reservations Required. Call 803-494-5954 or e mail highhillscenter@palmettoconservation.org)
 

Where to Meet: Palmetto Trail’s High Hills Outdoor Center at Battens
 

Time:  10:00 am

 

Details: The rolling sand hills of the High Hills region were formed by the ocean that once flooded most of eastern South Carolina.  The shoreline corresponded with the present day sandhills of the High Hills.  This geologic phenomenon has resulted with some of the best mountain biking along the east coast of the United States.  Bikers have constructed a myriad of trails that dip, dive and jump through a really great forest.  The trails are maintained by volunteers and are always in excellent shape.  Your leader for the ride is Tony Merritt, an experienced biker and he knows all the best trails.  Here is your chance to get started in a new sport that is highly rated by doctors as outdoor recreation. Rated  moderate about 8 miles round trip or as long as you want to stay . 

 

Directions: High Hills Outdoor center is located on SC 261 in Wedgefield.  From there participants will travel by caravan to the mountain bike trailhead. 

A Wilderness Hike 

 THE PREMIER HIKE OF THE SPRING SERIES - WITH LUNCH ON THE TRAIL

When: Sat, April 26, 2008 (Reservations Required. Call 803-494-5954 or e mail highhillscenter@palmettoconservation.org)
 

Where to Meet: Palmetto Trail’s High Hills Outdoor Center at Battens
 

Time:  10:00 am

Cost:  $5.00

 

Details: This hike will explore one of the most wild and remote sections on the Palmetto Trail.  The Santee Cooper lands that border Lake Marion have been untouched for over 70 years and are a true wilderness.  The trail follows a dense forest with towering trees and excellent views of the upper stretched of Lake Marion and the hiker is in for a treat.  The hike will be led by Bill Baskin, an avid hiker and outdoorsman.  Wildlife abounds along this section and as well as remnants of the moonshine industry that once flourished in the remote areas of the High Hills.  Rated easy moderate about 7 miles round trip. 

 

Directions: High Hills Outdoor center is located on SC 261 in Wedgefield.  From there participants will travel by caravan to the Sparkleberry Boat Landing off Camp MacBoykin Road to get on the Palmetto Trail. 

Mill Creek going South 

When: Sat, June 14, 2008 (Reservations Required. Call 803-494-5954 or e mail highhillscenter@palmettoconservation.org)
 

Where to Meet: Palmetto Trail’s High Hills Outdoor Center at Battens
 

Time:  10:00 am

Details: The rolling sand hills of the High Hills are fascinating from both a geological and botanical standpoint.  The Palmetto Trail south from Mill Creek County Park offers the hiker a chance to explore in a quiet and relaxing nature.  The sandy ridges were formed by the leading edge of the ocean that once covered all of the coastal plain of South Carolina and these ancient dunes provide a habitat for plants and animals unlike any in the state.  The sand ridges are broken but wet drainage ways or seeps.  The plants change abruptly as well as the bird populations when the trail drops down to cross the wet areas on boardwalks.  The hike is led by Steve Collum, naturalists and GIS expert for Palmetto Conservation Foundation.  Rated easy  about 4 miles round trip. 

 

Directions: High Hills Outdoor center is located on SC 261 in Wedgefield.  From there participants will travel by caravan to the Mill Creek County Park trailhead on the picnic side of the pond. 

