Should you breed your bully?

Questions to ask yourself (and answer honestly):

Are you willing to risk the life of your bitch?  Breeding is risky and many bitches do not make it through the gestation/whelping process.

Do you have AKC papers on your bullie with full registration rights?

Does the breeder you bought your bullie from want you/or is ok with you breeding your pet?

Are you familiar with the breed standard? Do you know how to honestly correctly interpret the standard, not just read it? 

Have you had a mentor teach you the good and bad points in your dog? 

Are you prepared to deal with personality changes in your male after using him for stud?  Marking, infatuation with females, etc?

Are you willing and can you afford to take care of any and all puppies that have a defect? 

Will you keep in touch with future puppy owners to ensure the best for the puppy? 

Will you take the puppy back in the situation it isn’t being cared for properly or is going to be turned into a shelter or rescue?  

Are you prepared to offer a health guarantee for every puppy you produce?

In the event of studding a dog, can you read a bitches pedigree and ask the right questions and do the research to determine if you are doubling up on flaws?

Do you honestly know and admit the faults, temperament and health concern of your dog/bitch?

Do you know the faults, temperament and health concerns of their parents and grandparents?  Have you seen them in person or know someone knowledgeable that has?  
Do you know the faults, temperament and health concerns of your dog’s siblings, cousins, aunts, uncles, etc? Have you talked to the owners of those dogs directly, not just the breeders to learn about problems they have encountered?  

Can you commit to 4-6 weeks of being with your puppies 24/7 to feed them, clean them, potty them, etc?  It is not a common practice to leave the dams alone with the puppies for multiple reasons.
Can you deal with the stress and emotion of having a sick puppy that requires tube feeding, subcutaneous fluid therapy, one that is having trouble breathing, going potty, etc?

Can you handle watching puppies die and do everything you can to save them?  What about entire litters.  IT HAPPENS!

Can you afford to spend at least $1500 and upwards to $4-5,000 plus your time on a litter of pups?  Even if you are left with no puppies to sell?  It happens.

Are you willing to enter and show your dogs in confirmation shows?  These shows are used to evaluate breeding stock.  It is their purpose.  It is at these shows you will honestly learn whether your dog confirms to the standard in which bulldogs should be bred to adhere to.

If you answer no to any of the above, stop here, you should not consider breeding as you are likely not able to make the necessary commitment. 
If the research into your dog’s pedigree shows a concern with health, or temperament, or significant confirmation to the standard, do not breed your bully.
If you are only wishing to breed your bully for the money, to provide your children with the experience of the miracle of birth, or because you want to clone your dog, don’t breed.  These are not good reasons to bring puppies into the world.  

Education steps necessary to produce the best pups possible:

Suggested reading before breeding:  view the BCA site at http://thebca.org/edcom.html

Know your standard and work with a few good mentors to learn how to interpret it.  You can find a copy of the standard at http://thebca.org/BulldogGuide.pdf
Align yourself with a few good mentors that show and breed.  These mentors will be able to honestly evaluate your bullie and their breeding potential.  They can serve as a great source of information for you and be a wonderful help when you are struggling with a puppy problem.  Take everything they say as it was meant to be.  Do not take personally any comments they give on the dog or bitch.  If you cannot handle criticism, you should not be breeding.  Criticisms are an important key to learning and improving this breed.  There isn’t any perfect bullie, but your bully should be of substantial quality before taking on the breeding process and you need to be able to see all flaws with an honest eye.

Attend several shows to familiarize yourself with what good quality bulldogs look like.  Attend a specialty show if possible as they are the best source for information and are a large gathering of bully owners.

Proper health testing to be done:

Blood panel checking organ function including a full thyroid screening

X-rays of hips, spine, knees, and elbows should be taken and free of any defects, including questionable results.

Measure the trachea, it should be at least a 7.

Have eyes checked for concerns.  
Have heart and lungs checked.

Does your bully suffer from multiple allergies or require a special diet?

Reasons not to breed:
1) I have never owned a bullie before but love mine. Note: Being a first time bully owner, you likely don’t have the knowledge base to properly stud any male or breed any bitch, unless you have bred a different breed successfully in the past or have a well developed network of mentors in the breed that are willing to help you.

2) He/she's just too darn cute to not pass on their genes Note: breeding doesn’t reproduce your dog or bitch, it passes along genes that he received from his parents, that they received from theirs, both the good and bad dominant and recessive genes. 

3) He has had no health problems except (insert problem here), which I'm told can happen to any bulldog and is not a genetic thing.    Note:  most problems can have a genetic component.  Educate yourself to properly know the difference and don’t mitigate a problem by calling it a “bulldog thing”.  

4) My bullie would like a girlfriend/boyfriend!  No really they don’t, they want more love, attention and some snacks.  You want them to have a mate.  
5) My kids want to see puppies born

6) I hear there is money to be made in breeding (oh I wish I broke even most litters)

7) Someone told me they like my bully and I should breed him/her.

8) I want another bully but don’t want to have to buy it.
9) I think puppies sound like fun.

10) I think these dogs are cool.

11) Any other reason besides your bullie is healthy, well tempered, and confirms to the standard and you have educated your self at length and committed to bettering this breed.

Good Reasons to breed your Bullie:

Include soundness both in genotypes and phenotype. If you don’t understand these two concepts, you should not be attempting to breed as they are CRITICAL to producing healthy, sound, correct looking bulldogs.

You understand the difference between recessive and dominant genes and how traits are passed genetically.  You also understand the concepts of polygenetic traits.

Your dog/bitch has attained a title of Champion from the AKC or has at least competed well at AKC shows but for some minor reason, did not receive the title.  Some bullies don’t like to show or don’t like the noises, commotion, etc at events.  Not being a Champion does not preclude them from breeding, its just a good indication of their level of quality.  In reverse, not all AKC champions should be bred.  If a temperament or health concern is discovered the dog/bitch should be removed from breeding stock.

The breeder you purchased your bully from is experienced and honestly feels your dog/bitch could make an improvement in our breed.
You have honestly examined your bully, are prepared for the bad things that happen, your bully passed all the health tests, you have a mentor, you did all your research thoroughly and without concerns becoming evident and you still think breeding sounds like it’s a good idea.

Be prepared, be responsible, and do it for the love of the breed, not your own personal gain/loss.

The best breeders I know had bullies at least 3-5 years before jumping in, consider doing the same.  It can take that long to learn!

