[image: image8.jpg]\602-32
PHOENIX, ARIZONA





Arizona Camping Club &
 Outdoor Adventure Group

Contact:  Robert Hoskins
Phone:     (602) 326-0940
E-mail:    rhoskins@frontpagepr.com  
Website:  www.arizonacampingclub.com
____________________________________________________________________________
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Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group Mission:

The Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group’s mission is to educate singles, couples, families and large groups of people on how to plan the perfect camping trip that offers comfortable accommodations, great meals and a full portfolio of outdoor adventure activities that provide will provide many fun and exciting outdoor memories.
Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Background:
The Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group is the largest and oldest outdoor adventure group in Arizona.  The Arizona Camping Club’s entire membership represents an active group of more than 2,820 outdoor equipment buyers that purchase more than $1.4 million dollars worth of camping, fishing, hunting, hiking, backpacking, mountain biking, kayaking and ATV related products and services from local camping and outdoor adventure retailers.  In addition, the group’s members purchase approximately $150,000 worth of food and drinks and more than $90,000 worth of fuel per year for weekend camping and outdoor adventure excursions.
The Arizona Camping Club was founded in July 2006 and its membership has grown zero to more than 1,130 members.  In addition to the main club, the group also founded several other outdoor adventure clubs including the Arizona Kayaking Club in January 2007, which now has 640 members; the Arizona ATV Riding Club in February 2007, which now has 275 members; the Arizona Fishing Club in June 2007, which now has 185 members; and the Arizona Hunting Club in June 2007, which now has more than 590 members.

The Arizona Camping Club has driven significant membership growth through a social networking site known as www.meetup.com, which provides a dynamic portfolio of marketing communication tools such as an event calendar, photo albums, email marketing alerts, message boards and website advertising sponsorships.  Arizona Camping Club members represent a very active group of people that are actively seeking out fun and exciting outdoor activities in which to participate.
The Arizona Camping Club’s members pay a membership fee in order to receive email invitations to upcoming camping trip events that involve a number of outdoor adventure activities such as camping, hiking, backpacking, mountain biking, kayaking, fishing, hunting, geocaching, ATV riding, wildlife photography, etc.
The Arizona Camping Club holds monthly “new member” happy hours and group meetings in the Phoenix and surrounding areas at local outdoor sports retail locations such as Cabela’s and Bass Pro Shops to allow new members a chance to meet the existing members as well as shop for new camping equipment before attending their first camping and outdoor adventure trip.
Many new camping club members do not have the necessary camping equipment and are actively seeking advice on what type of clothing, tent, air mattress, sleeping bag, ice chest, chairs, flash lights, lanterns, tables, bathroom/shower, cooking pots and pans as well as eating utensils such as plates, cups and silverware to purchase before attending their first event.
New members tend to value experienced camping club members’ advice on what products they should purchase in order to enjoy a safe and comfortable campout with their friends, families or social group.  Many newbies remember roughing it when camping many years ago with their parents as youngsters and they are pleasantly surprised at the new amenities now being offered such as comfortable air mattresses, convenient squatty potties, hot showers, tent heaters, energy efficient LED flashlights/lanterns and advanced cooking grills that make camping easier and more fun than staying at an expensive luxury hotel.
New members have a high propensity to buy from established outdoor retailers that include Bass Pro Shops, Big 5 Sports, Cabela’s, REI, Sportsman’s Warehouse, Sports Authority, and Sports Chalet.  Our members often contribute a heavy influence on new member’s purchase decisions by mentioning sales bargains, clearance sales and bargain caves and low-priced sporting goods outlets such as Big 5 and unexpected outdoor retail locations such as Wal-Mart.
A typical new Arizona Camping Club member buys:

1. One 4-man tent
$100
2. Two sleeping bags
$50
3. One queen-sized air mattress with pump
$60
4. One LED Lantern
$25
5. One LED Flashlight
$35
6. One 50 quart ice chest
$50
7. One camp table 
$50
8. Two camp chairs
$50
9. One cook set and tableware
$55
10. One portable toilet
$25
Total:
$500
Audit Statement New Members Last 3 Months – August –October 2010  (Low Season)

Group
August 2010
September 2010
October 2010
Total
ATVing
1
6
3
10
Camping
87
26
32
145
Fishing
4
1
8
13
Hunting
10
7
7
24
Kayaking
10
12
4
26

Total:
112
52
54
218
Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group Membership Goals:

1. Increase the group’s membership and collect sufficient membership dues to provide high quality camping trips and outdoor adventure excursions for new and existing members.
2. Produce camping training classes and outdoor excursions that will encourage new members to join the club in order to learn how to research, plan and conduct camping trips and enjoy the many types of outdoor adventure activities available in Arizona. 

3. Provide a membership that offers safety in numbers.  Many singles and parents with kids enjoy camping with a large group of people because if offers a safer environment than venturing into the woods alone.
4. Provide a learning environment that enables novice camping and outdoor adventurers to become experts by learning from more experienced members that can recommend the best types of outdoor adventure gear and equipment to buy as they strive to perfect their camping and outdoor adventure experience.
5. Partner with local camping and outdoor adventure retailers and equipment manufacturer representatives to learn more about new products and services that can be demonstrated or test marketed to members for future purchase considerations during training classes and weekend camping trip excursions.
6. Provide valuable feedback to manufacturer representatives and retailers on the features and benefits members are seeking from innovative new products and services that would make camping trips and outdoor adventure excursions comfortable, exciting and more enjoyable for future outings.
Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group Sponsor Opportunities:

1. Sponsors can take advantage of cost-effective integrated marketing communications opportunities that include advertising in traditional media, free publicity, social networking, event marketing and viral internet marketing opportunities that will raise awareness for their camping and outdoor adventure products and services.
2. Sponsors can generate exposure in up to five outdoor adventure group social networking websites that will deliver retail branding opportunities through banner advertising, event sponsorship and email blasts that include special product offers.

3. Sponsors can generate exposure from branding opportunities such as providing brand name decals for the camping trailer, hanging advertising banners from cook tents and providing branded hats, t-shirts and other clothing that will be photographed and used in marketing materials used to promote events as well as publicity photographs that will be offered in online media kits for inclusion with news stories.

4. Sponsors can generate exposure by sharing cooperative advertising, public relations and event marketing opportunities with manufacturer representatives that can take advantage of event marketing to raise awareness for their products and brands through the Arizona Camping Club’s training classes, camping trips and outdoor adventure trips.
5. Sponsors can generate exposure by offering products and services for prizes and giveaways at group events, training classes, new member happy hours, camping trips and monthly meetings.
6. Sponsors can generate exposure for selected products and services by stocking the Arizona Camping Club camping trailer with their choice of camping products, equipment and supplies to be test driven, utilized and trialed by camping club members.
Arizona Camping Club Training Classes

The Arizona Camping Club works with local outdoor adventure retailers to provide training classes on how to plan perfect camping trips that are comfortable, safe and full of family outdoor adventure activities. The Arizona Camping Club provides a wide portfolio of camping trip training classes for beginners as well as advanced classes for experienced campers.
· Finding the Perfect Camping Spot - The “Finding the Perfect Camping Spot” class teaches beginners how to research, scout and plan camping trips using Google Earth (scouting), Delorme topographic software (building GPS waypoint routes) and a GPS unit (finding the actual camping location).  We cover how to find organized campgrounds in state parks with many amenities or we can focus on finding the perfect dispersed camping spots deep in the national forest where campers will see lots of wildlife.  (www.meetup.com/arizona-camping-trips/pages/Best_Places_to_Camp_in_Arizona/)
· Planning Perfect Campout Menu - The “Planning the Perfect Campout Menu” class teaches beginners how to plan meals, snacks and drinks for a weekend campout.  We cover everything from cooking freeze dried backpack meals to cooking gourmet meals to preparing exquisite deserts such as Dutch oven cobblers to simple marshmallow s‘mores for the campfire.
· Selecting the Perfect Camping Gear - The “Selecting the Perfect Camping Gear” class teaches beginners how to make their camping experience as comfortable as possible.  We cover clothing, chairs, tables, ice chests, stoves, kitchen/cooking utensils tents, sleeping bags, air mattresses, squatty potties, hot shower tents, first aid kits, LED flashlights and lanterns and solar power/power inverters and other products and services that will ensure a very positive and comfortable family or group camping experience.
· Planning the Perfect Outdoors Bathroom Experience - The “Planning the Perfect Outdoors Bathroom Experience” class teaches beginners how to practice good sanitation for dispersed locations in the national forest.  We cover setting up comfortable and convenient squatty potties that allow families to enjoy the perfect bathroom experience and provide proper disposal of human waste.  In addition, we cover how to set up a shower tent complete with a hot water heater that even a pampered Hilton family would love.
· Planning the Perfect Outdoor Adventure Itinerary - The “Planning the Perfect Outdoor Adventure Itinerary” class teaches beginners how to select outdoor adventures activities based the family or group’s skill level.  We cover hiking, fishing, hunting, mountain biking, kayaking, backpacking, shooting guns/archery, camping games, building bonfires, geocaching, ATV riding, wildlife/bird watching and wildlife photography.
· Setting Up the Perfect Campsite – The “Setting Up the Perfect Campsite” class is a hands-on training class that allows beginners to set up a full campsite setup under the supervision of a trained camping expert.  We take families to a dispersed camping location in the national forest and teach them the step-by-step process of where to set up a tent and sleeping gear, how to set up a camp kitchen, how to set up a campsite bathroom and shower, how to build a fire ring, how to collect firewood, how to build a campfire and how to manage a campsite in order to prevent undesired animals such as skunks, coyotes and bears to from being attracted to the campsite.
Arizona Camping Club 2011 Event Marketing Calendar

The Arizona Camping Club has put together an event calendar of 12 pre-planned retail outlet camping trips that make it very easy for singles, couples, families and groups to attend.  Nothing is required other than buying the proper supplies, RSVPing “yes” to the pre-planned camping events on the Arizona Camping Club website and showing up to enjoy the many types of outdoor activities that are offered for each trip.  A set of self-guided instructions is emailed to all members that RSVP “yes” on the Wednesday before the scheduled trip that provides driving directions as well as GPS coordinates for important turns and the exact campground location.
1. Ben Avery Shooting Range Camping Trip – Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the group camp site at the Ben Avery shooting range in Phoenix.  Activities will include numerous pistol and gun ranges, sporting clays, trap, skeet, archery range, camping, RVing, ATVing, and other outdoor adventure activities.
2. Rio Salado Shooting Range Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Usery Park group camp site near the Rio Salado shooting range in Phoenix.  Activities will include numerous pistol and gun ranges, sporting clays, trap, skeet, archery range, camping, RVing, ATVing, and other outdoor adventure activities.

3. Box Canyon / Coke Ovens Camping Trip – Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the group camp site near Box Canyon in Florence.  Activities will include camping, RVing, ATVing, hiking and other outdoor adventure activities.
4. Imperial Sand Dunes Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Gordon’s Well group camp site near Yuma.  Activities will include camping, RVing, ATVing, sand rails and other outdoor adventure activities.

5. Woods Canyon Lake Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Woods Canyon group camp site near Forest Lakes.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.
6. Blue Ridge Reservoir Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Blue Ridge group camp site near Clint’s Well.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

7. North Rim Grand Canyon Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Grand Canyon North Rim group camp site near the Grand Canyon National Park.  Activities will include camping, backpacking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

8. Havasupai Falls Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Havasupai group camp site near the Supai.  Activities will include camping, backpacking, hiking, swimming, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

9. Knoll Lake Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Knoll Lake group camp site near Clint’s Well.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

10. Upper Lake Mary Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Upper Lake Mary group camp site near Mormon Lake Lodge.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.
11. Pebble Beach Salt River Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Pebble Beach group camp site near Mesa.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

12. Coon Bluff Salt River Camping Trip - Members will be able to enjoy a camping trip to be held at the Coon Bluff group camp site near Mesa.  Activities will include camping, trout fishing, kayaking, hiking, RVing, ATVing, wildlife photography and other outdoor adventure activities.

Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group Sponsorship Packages:

The Arizona Camping Club & Outdoor Adventure Group provides very cost-effective sponsorship opportunities that allow retailers and manufacturer representatives to raise awareness for their products and services among a high composition of proactive buyers with a very high propensity to buy camping gear and outdoor adventure equipment from both brick and mortar locations as well as online e-commerce sites.
The following sponsorship programs detail the monthly marketing costs that range from one month to a full year’s worth of marketing exposure.  Price breaks occur at 3 months, 6 months and 12 months.  For example a 12-month marketing program for a Platinum sponsor would cost $2,975 per month or $35,700 per year.  All prices are net.
____________________________________________________________________________

I. Tin Level Sponsorship Package:


1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months
Total 12-month cost


$500
$475
$450
$425
$5,100

Tin Level Sponsorship Package Includes:

· Website Banner Advertising - 120 x 60 banner adv.
· E-Commerce Catalog Advertising – Link to e-commerce site via website banner
· Social Network Event Advertising – Sponsor mention on events
· Email Alert Advertising – Links to e-commerce site via membership email alerts
Minimum Return on Investment:  1 camper per month @ $500 x 12 months = $6,000
____________________________________________________________________________

II. Copper Level Sponsorship Package:


1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months
Total 12-month cost


$1,500
$1,425
$1,350
$1,275
$15,300

Copper Level Sponsorship Package Includes:

· Website Banner Advertising - 120 x 60 banner adv.
· E-Commerce Catalog Advertising – Link to e-commerce site via website banner
· Social Network Event Advertising – Sponsor mention on events
· Email Alert Advertising – Links to e-commerce site via membership email alerts
· Camping Trailer Logo

· Camping Cook Tent Banner

· Camping Trailer Equipment

· Camping Trip Equipment Demos

Minimum Return on Investment:  3 campers per month @ $500 each x 12 months = $18,000

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ III.
Silver Level Sponsorship Package:


1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months
Total 12-month cost


$2,000
$1,900
$1,800
$1,700
$20,400

Silver Level Sponsorship Package Includes:

· Website Banner Advertising - 120 x 60 banner adv.
· E-Commerce Catalog Advertising – Link to e-commerce site via website banner
· Social Network Event Advertising – Sponsor mention on events
· Email Alert Advertising – Links to e-commerce site via membership email alerts
· Camping Trailer Logo

· Camping Cook Tent Banner

· Camping Trailer Equipment

· Camping Trip Equipment Demos
· Event Newspaper Advertising – Monthly ¼ page black & white ads
· Event Press Releases/Publicity – Monthly press releases
· Event Direct Mail Advertising – Direct mail if budget allows

Minimum Return on Investment:  4 campers per month @ $500 each x 12 months = $24,000

____________________________________________________________________________

IV. Gold Level Sponsorship Package:


1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months
Total 12-month cost


$2,500
$2,375
$2,250
$2,125
$25,500

Gold Level Sponsorship Package Includes:
· Website Banner Advertising - 120 x 60 banner adv.
· E-Commerce Catalog Advertising – Link to e-commerce site via website banner
· Social Network Event Advertising – Sponsor mention on events
· Email Alert Advertising – Links to e-commerce site via membership email alerts
· Camping Trailer Logo

· Camping Cook Tent Banner

· Camping Trailer Equipment

· Camping Trip Equipment Demos

· Event Newspaper Advertising – Monthly ¼ page black & white ads
· Event Press Releases/Publicity – Monthly press releases
· Event Direct Mail Advertising – Direct mail if budget allows
· Event Internet Marketing Videos (free Internet TV commercials) – Youtube.com videos
· Event Apparel Advertising – Branded apparel giveaways
· Event Product Give-Away Advertising – Branded product prizes
Minimum Return on Investment:  5 campers per month @ $500 each x 12 months = $30,000
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

V. Platinum Level Sponsorship Package:


1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months
Total 12-month cost


$3,500 
$3,325
$3,150
$2,975
$35,700

Platinum Level Sponsorship Package Includes:
· Website Banner Advertising - 120 x 60 banner adv.
· E-Commerce Catalog Advertising – Link to e-commerce site via website banner
· Social Network Event Advertising – Sponsor mention on events
· Email Alert Advertising – Links to e-commerce site via membership email alerts
· Camping Trailer Logo

· Camping Cook Tent Banner

· Camping Trailer Equipment

· Camping Trip Equipment Demos

· Event Newspaper Advertising – Monthly ¼ page black & white ads
· Event Press Releases/Publicity – Monthly press releases
· Event Direct Mail Advertising – Direct mail if budget allows
· Event Internet Marketing Videos (free Internet TV commercials) – Youtube.com videos
· Event Apparel Advertising – Branded apparel giveaways
· Event Product Give-Away Advertising – Branded product prizes

· Monthly Meetings Equipment Demos

· New Member Happy Hour Equipment Demos

· Training Class Equipment Demos

· Equipment Test Marketing

Minimum Return on Investment:  7 campers per month @ $500 each x 12 months = $42,000

____________________________________________________________________________


Arizona Camping Club Sponsorship Return on Investment:
Our new member sign-ups are low during the last quarter of the year, but you can review the charts below to see that membership begins to pick back up in March and peaks during the summer month until October.  The membership numbers from the last four years do not reflect the large advertising/public relations budget that we plan to begin in January 2011.

A typical advertisement or news story in the Arizona Republic reaches approximately 400,000 readers.  With a .005 response rate, our event call-to-action marketing messages should generate 2,000 new member inquiries per month.  If 10% or 200 of these leads join the club and buy $500 worth of gear per year this marketing program would generate approximately $100,000 per month of extra revenue for participating sponsors.  Only 7 customers per month are needed to break even at the Platinum level, but we estimate at least 50 -100 paying customers should be generated per month with the right marketing campaign. 
Consumers respond better to event marketing than they do for product/service marketing campaigns.  Once they RSVP “yes” to camping, backpacking, and kayaking events they tend to start shopping for new gear.  Promoting products at our meetings/events will increase sales.
Sponsoring the Arizona Camping Club is a great way to encourage families to return to the old-fashioned family values and increase sales for your store’s camping supplies and outdoor adventure gear and equipment.
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