Fostering for Chicago French Bulldog Rescue
“say oui to me”….
Fostering a frenchie for CFBR can be a wonderful, rewarding experience.   We know it sounds a little intimidating at first…. so this little fact sheet is designed to demystify the fostering experience and give you some food for thought.   

Times have been tough on us all:  job loss, foreclosure, retirement funds bottoming out. Natural disaster…the list goes on.   A part of this list which most of us don’t think about is the impact it has had on pets and their families.   We hear so many sad stories these days, of people caught in circumstances they never imagined themselves in….such as making the heart rendering decision to give up their frenchie for adoption.   Puppy millers are alive and well, and conditions continue to worsen with no relief in site.  Breeders have had to make decisions to reduce their breeding dogs, or to close altogether.  Shelters are overwhelmed.   We have had a fairly steady intake period lately, all with stories that are sad.   Some dogs come to rescue and are anxious, with a mix of fear and hope in their eyes.  That is when CFBR comes in to help, and to start the frenchie on a new, happier, life.  It is amazing to see the changes in some of these dogs in a few short days or weeks.  It is rewarding to be a part of that change, to give and receive trust and love from these innocent victims of circumstance.   Is it hard to see them go to their forever home?  Yes, it can be.  It’s usually bittersweet, watching the frenchie you cared for and bonded with go to their new home; but most fosters wouldn’t trade it for the world!   Because there is always one waiting….
How do I become a foster for CFBR?  First, you need to tell us you’re interested!  We will send an application for you to complete and return, as well as an agreement.  The agreement tells you what your responsibilities are, and what our responsibilities are. After you complete that process, we will likely do a home visit to help you determine what you may need to do to prepare for a new foster dog.  Then, you join our volunteer online group and email list and follow the news, and let us know when you can help!
I have another dog. (or cat)  Can I still foster?  Yes!  We screen each new dog to see what environment they may do best in.  Some dogs do better alone, but many do well in a home with another dog (or more…)  

What are my responsibilities as a Foster?  You are responsible for the health and well being of your foster in the same way you are for or would be for your own pet.  You are responsible for taking care of your foster, and communicating with us about how things are going.    We stay in touch with you, and answer any questions you may have.  We will talk with you at least once a week, and more as needed.

What do I feed my Foster?  We provide food, collar, leash, a loaner crate if needed and all the information you need.   Usually, we will bring the foster’s old food and a new food to slowly switch them over to.  We want all of our fosters to be on a high quality, grain free kibble.
What about health issues?  We receive all the health/medical records we possibly can from the previous owner.   Before, or during your foster’s stay with you, they will receive all needed medical care including spay/neuter and vaccinations.  We work with Dr. Coyne at Forest South Animal Hospital in University Park, Illinois.  Dr. Coyne is very familiar with French bulldogs, and provides us with a discount.  We will work with you to ensure there is transportation for any needed medical appointments.
How long should I expect to foster?  As you can imagine, that’s a tough question to answer precisely.  Some dogs come in with matching characteristics for a potential adopter we have on our waiting list.  In those cases, foster to adoption can be done in a matter of 4-5 days.   Some dogs have medical concerns such as allergies or other needs that we will ensure are treated prior to adoption.  Each dog is different, and we are very thorough with our adoption process.  We review applications to see who may match the needs of the frenchie coming in with their own needs.  We conduct telephone interviews, and do veterinary reference checks.  Then, when we have identified a good candidate, we conduct a home visit with the dog.  In most cases, the dog is then adopted on the spot at the home to minimize any more stress or change.  You are welcome and encouraged to help with the adoption process. You will be the expert and chief source of information for us to find the right people.  You may have some specific ideas on who would do well with your foster.  You may want to come along to the home visit; this is a choice we give you.  Caution: you may also fall in love and decide to adopt the foster yourself!  
Most dogs are adopted within 2-4 weeks.  On occasion, this may take longer.  We will do our best to work with you and your foster to make the fostering time as positive as possible.

What should I expect from a foster dog?  Bringing in a foster dog is not entirely different than bringing any other new dog into your house.  You will adapt to each other’s routines.  Your foster frenchie will need to learn your house rules.  It may take a week or so to establish a routine and develop trust.  Some dogs that come in may need more time to develop trust with you.  They are usually somewhat confused, and it is also possible that they will bond with you very quickly.  They are looking for affection and love, and a good leader.  We assess each dog, so we should have information to help guide you about anything specific such as barking, house training, crate/gate issues, etc.   We are always just a phone call away; Mary spends hours each week ensuring that all questions are answered.  Her advice and assistance is invaluable.
Please consider becoming a foster for CFBR, many homeless frenchies is waiting for their forever home!
